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Health  Department, 

The  Council  House, 
Birmingham, 

June  6Ul,  1905. 

'I’D  'PHE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HEAI/EH  COMMITTEE. 


Oentlemen, 

I beg  herewith  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Pul)lic  Health  in  the  City  of  Birmingham  for  the  year 
(Muling  December  31st,  1904,  in  compliance  with  the 
requirenuMits  of  the  Ijocal  Government  Board. 

Th('  year  under  review  has  been  notable  for  some 
few  teatun's  of  importance'.  On  the  whole,  the  statistics 
may  he  considered  as  n'latively  satisfactory. 

The  continuous  warm,  dry  weather  in  the  summer 
and  autumn  was  the'  indirect  cause  of  the  high  rate  of 
mortality  among  young  infants,  and  demonstrated  again 
the  necessity  for  concerted  action  in  dealing  with  the 
ignorance  and  carelessness  which  is  everywhere  prevalent 
in  the  feeding  and  rearing  of  these  infants. 

Again,  in  the  spring  a very  virulent  and  widespread 
epidemic  of  whooping  cough  caused  the  deaths  of  a large 
number  of  young  children.  The  City  had  been  compara- 
tively free  from  this  disease  for  a longer  period  than  usual, 
so  that  susceptible  material  had  accumulated  in  large 
cpiantity. 

These  are  the  two  outstanding  unfavourable  features 
in  the  year’s  statistics.  On  the  other  hand,  I have 
pleasure  in  recording  many  very  favourable  features  in 
the  accompanying  pages. 


I iitrodiictioii. 
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Introduction 
continued  . 


The  incidence  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  remarkably 
low  -much  lower  than  previously  recorded.  This  is  the 
more  remarkable  as  it  coincided  with  a high  mortality 
from  diarrhmal  diseases. 

.\gain,  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
and  other  zymotic  diseases  was  comjtaratively  low. 

'riie  year  1904  will  be  chiefly  remembered  as  the  one 
during  which  the  supply  of  jnire  water  from  Wales  com- 
menced to  flow  into  Birmingham,  to  replace  the  former 
hard  and  unsatisfactory  water  which,  although  it  had 
never  been  credited  with  giving  rise  to  disease,  was  at 
limes  open  to  some  amount  of  suspicion. 

The  general  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily.  Almost  of  necessity,  there  have  been  a 
few  changes  in  the  work  as  a n'sidt  of  the  retirement  in 
the  previous  year  of  the  chief  officer.  Dr.  Hill.  It  is  my 
desire,  however,  as  far  as  possibh',  to  continue  and  develop 
the  good  work  which  was  commenced  in  his  time. 

T am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  BOBEBTSON,  M.D.,  B.Sc. 
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POPULATION. 

By  the  Eegistrar-General’s  method  of  estimating  Population 
increases  in  population  during  inter-censal  periods,  there 
were  in  the  middle  of  1904  (June  30th)  537,965  persons 
living  within  the  City  boundary.  If  the  same  relative 
numbers  of  males  and  females  existed  as  at  the  census, 
then  on  June  30th  there  were  •259,699  males  and  278,273 
females  living  in  the  City. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  report  the  above  estimates 
have  been  used  for  calculation  of  mortality  and  other 
rates,  as  in  the  absence  of  reliable  local  data  it  is  preferable 
to  use  the  official  method. 

There  are,  however,  some  local  data  which  go  to  Pos.sii)ie ei mr 

. ’ . ^ />  1 ^ estinialecl 

indicate  that  the  uegistrar-General  s estimate  of  the  popii-  population, 
lation  is  somewhat  too  high,  although  as  yet  the  error  is 
not  sufficient  to  vitiate  the  conclusions  based  upon  it. 

Only  three  and  a cpiarter  years  have  elapsed  between 
the  census  enumeration  and  the  date  of  the  above  esti- 
mate, yet  it  is  already  necessary  to  look  into  the  question 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  most  fundamental  of  all  our  health 
statistics — the  gross  number  of  the  population.  If  error 
there  be  already,  it  will  increase  during  the  following  six 
years  and  three-quarters,  and  may  seriously  vitiate  our 
conclusions. 

Everyone  engaged  in  public  health  work,  and  who  is  Need  of  a 
responsible  for  the  statistical  part  of  it,  is  agreed  that  a censur'""'’’ 
decennial  interval  between  census  enumerations  is  far  too 
long,  and  that  at  least  a partial  census  is  needed  at  the 
middle  period  of  the  decennium.  The  great  and  out- 
standing difficulty  in  taking  such  a quinquennial  census 
is  the  expense  involved. 

In  a city  such  as  Birmingham  there  are  certain 
prominent  factors  in  operation  leading  to  error  in  the 
population  estimates. 


.Migration  to 
'sul)urbs. 


•Migration  to 
other  |)laceH. 


< •eonpied 
lion.se.s. 


(1)  Perhaps  the  chief  of  these  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  City  boundary  encloses  far  too  small  an  area  of  land 
to  accommodate  comfortahly  all  of  its  inhabitants,  while 
at  the  same  time  railway  and  tramway  facilities  are 
onahliiig  a very  much  larger  number  of  people  to  live  in 
l('SS-congested  districts.  In  practice  it  is  now  as  economical 
and  convenient  to  live  in  certain  districts  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  centre  of  Birmingham,  and  outside  the 
City  l)()iindary,  as  it  formerly  was  to  live  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  Citv.  Miefation  from  the  citv  to  tlu'  snburhs  takes 
place  somewhat  irregularly  as  facdlities  arc'  olh'red.  and  is 
indicat('d  in  tlu'  enormous  growth  of  some  of  the  r('siden- 
tial  districts  outside  the  City  boundary.  As  will  he  jiointed 
out  in  a later  j)art  of  this  rejiort,  the  migration  of  people 
who  are  aiixious  to  live'  under  the  most  health}^  conditions, 
and  who  are  mostly  the  strong  young  adults,  takes  awa}^ 
from  the  City  a po|)ulation  with  a very  low  death-rate. 
Were  these  Birmingham  p('o|)le  included,  the  City’s 
ndatively  satisfactory  death-rate  would  Ix'  better  still. 

f'i)  d’he  City  has  during  th('  i)ast  few  years  la'en  pass- 
ing through  OIK'  of  those  pi'riods  of  tradi'  depression  which 
always  have  a ti'iuh'ncy  to  make  ihosi'  alh'cti'd  look  abroad 
to  S('e  wlu'thi'r  h('tt('r  conditions  maintain  elsi'when'  in 
l'’ingland  or  in  otlu'r  countrii's.  'Phis  trade  migration  may 
not  in  itsc'lf  have  been  a very  inpiortant  factor  in  vitiating 
the  po))ulation  estimate,  hut,  in  conjunction  with  th(' 
migration  to  districts  beyond  thi'  City  boundary,  it  seems 
to  have  had  some  considerable  effect.  This  is  indicated 
in  the  table  below,  where  it  will  he  seen  that  the  average 
incri'ase  in  the  numbers  of  houses  occujiied  in  the  City 
during  each  of  the  years  1897  to  1900  was  greatly  in 
excess  of  the  average  in  the  following  four  years  : — 

.\VF,R.\GE  YR.\RriY  INCEE.VSE  IN  OCCUPIED  HOUSER. 

1897  to  1900  2,180 

1900  to  1901 508 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  occupied 
bousi's  in  each  year  since  1896,  and  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  each  ward  during  the  nine  years.  (From 
information  supplied  by  the  Overseers.) 


OCCUPIED  HOUSES. 
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In  1901  the  census  showed  that  522,204  persons  were 
tlien  in  Birmingham,  while  during  the  same  year  the 
Overseers  ascertained  that  109,963  houses  were  occupied, 
d’his  is  equivalent  to  4.75  persons  per  house. 
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Population 
b.'isod  on 
occupied 

liou.se.s. 


Populations 
and  areas 
of  wards. 


■Marriage-rate. 


In  1904  tlie  (iverseers  ascertained  the  existence  of 
1 1 1 .009  occupied  houses.  If  4.75  persons  on  an  avei'age 
still  occujty  each  house,  then  the  pojuilation  for  1904  was 
500,1  Id,  instt'ad  of  587,905,  as  estimated  h}'  the  Kegistrai'- 
(leneral.  a dilferenct'  of  7,8‘i2  itersons.  If  this  estimatt' 
based  on  the  occnjiied  houses  be  correct,  then  the  birth-rate 
givtm  in  this  rejxirt  would  be  about  .4  jx'r  1,000,  and  the 
death-rate  about  .2  per  1,000,  too  low.  The  smaller  in- 
crease' in  occu|)icd  houses  may  be  to  some  extent  due  to  a 
lai’gc'r  numlx'r  of  house's  lieing  occupied  by  two  families  ; 
but,  from  the  Ih'alth  Visitors’  reports  and  other  sources, 
it  has  bi'en  ascertained  that  no  large  increase  in  this 
objc'ctionable  form  of  economy  has  taken  j)lac<' 

Excluding  the  inmates  of  large  public  institutions, 
the  |)oi)nlation  was  distributed  in  the  various  wards  as 
follows  : — 


WAKI). 

Area  in 

Population  I'ersons 

■Acres. 

19114. 

per  Acre. 

Rotton  Park 

1,233 

47,6.58 

38-7 

All  Saints 

.532 

43,033 

80-9 

Lady  wood 

249 

25,284 

101  5 

St.  Paul’s 

204 

15,669 

59-4 

St.  ljIeorge’.s  ... 

120 

21,425 

170-2 

St.  Stepheii’.s 

St.  Mary’s 

169 

23.615 

139-7 

184 

1 5,859 

86-2 

St.  Hartholoii  ew’ 

s 313 

25,801 

82-4 

Market  Hall  ... 

229 

9.163 

40-0 

St.  Thomas’ 

179 

18.764 

104-8 

St.  Martin’s 

468 

24,469 

52-3 

Kdgbaston  and  H 

arhorne  ...  3,407 

31  287 

9-2 

Deritcnd 

279 

24,1.57 

86-6 

Bordesley 

1,387 

55, .596 

40-1 

Dudde.ston  ... 

299 

23,451 

78-4 

Necliells 

•;')  1 2 

33.346 

65-1 

Ralsall  Heath 

463 

40,140 

867 

Sail  ley 

•4352 

46.761 

19  9 

Wliole  City  ... 

12,639 

MARRIAGES. 

537,965 

42-6 

The  number 

of  persons  married  in 

Birmingham 

during  1904  was  9,250,  representing  4,625  marriages. 
This  is  equivalent  to  a marriage-rate'  of  17.2  persons 
married  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
18.4  in  1903.  In  Lonelon  the  marriage-rate  was  17.0  per 
1,000  during  1904. 

The  low  marriage-rate  during  1904  was  the  result  of 
trade  de|)ression.  Chart  No.  1 indicates  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  the  marriage-rate  in  1901,  as  compared  with  those 
in  preceding  years  in  tlu'  registration  districts  in  which 
llirmingham  is  situated. 


E1RTH8. 

'The  births  registf'red  during  1901  numbered  16,902, 
as  compari'd  with  16,866  in  1903.  'The  rate  per  1.000  of 


CHART  No.  I. 


Marriage-Rate  and  Birth-Rate,  1873-1904. 


Meen 

Marr/a0e 

Rate.'^ 


Mean 

Birth 

Rate. 
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the  population  was,  therefore,  31.5  in  1904 — the  lowest 
on  record,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  : — 


Year. 

Birth-rate. 

Y ear. 

Birth-rate. 

Year. 

Birth-rate. 

1873 

...  40-8 

1884 

...  35-9 

1895 

...  32-3 

1S74 

...  41-2 

1885 

...  34-9 

1896 

..  32-5 

1875 

...  40-6 

1886 

...  34-2 

1897 

...  332 

1876 

...  42-5 

1887 

...  33-2 

1898 

...  S4-0 

1877 

...  42-4 

1888 

...  32-4 

1899 

...  34-3 

1878 

...  4] -7 

1889 

...  32-7 

1900 

...  32-7 

1879 

...  40-0 

1890 

...  32-1 

1901 

...  32-1 

1880 

...  38-3 

1891 

...  33-8 

1902 

..  31-9 

1881 

...  37-0 

1892 

...  332 

1903 

...  31-7 

1882 

...  36-8 

1S93 

...  32-6 

1904 

...  31-5 

1883 

...  36-1 

1894 

...  31-6 

In  other  large  towns  the  birth-rates  for  1904  were  as 
follows  : — 


London...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27'9 

Liverpool  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 ’7 

Manchester  ...  ...  ...  ..  31 '3 

Leeds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28'0 

Sheffield  32-0 

Bristol  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26‘7 

Bradford  22-1 

West  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ..  32  3 

Hull  31-0 

Nottingham  ...  ...  ...  ...  27  7 

Salford 31-8 

Newcastle  ...  ...  ...  ...  30'5 

Leicester  ...  ...  ...  ...  26'6 


Among  the  76  great  towns,  the  birth-rate  was  highest 
in  Ehondda,  39.8  ; Merthyr  Tydfil,  38.1 ; St.  Helens,  37.6  ; 
Middlesbrough,  36.1;  and  Wigan,  35.0;  and  lowest  in 
Bournemouth,  17.1;  Hastings,  17.4;  Hornsey,  19.9;  and 
Halifax,  20.0. 


The  yearly  variations  in  tht'  l)irth-rate  in  Birmingham 
are  indicated  in  Chart  1. 


The  mean  birth-rates  at  each  of  the  last  census 
periods  in  Birmingham,  and  in  England  and  Wales,  are 
indicated  below  : — 


1870—2 
1880-2 
1890—2 
1900—2 
Year  1904 


Birmingham. 
39  3 
37-4 
330 
32  2 
31-5 


Knglaml  and  Wales. 

35-3 

34-0 

30-7 

28-6 

27-9 


In  his  report  for  the  year  1903,  the  Begistrar-General 
points  out  that  the  decrease  in  the  birth-rate  is  even 
greater  than  is  indicated  by  such  figures  as  the  above, 
calculated  on  the  total  number  of  the  population.  He 
suggests  that,  for  a better  estimate  of  this  falling-off,  the 
rate  should  be  calculated  on  the  number  of  women  of 
child-bearing  a.ge — say  15  to  45  years.  The  figures 
obtained  by  this  method  are  as  follows  : — ■ 


Birth-rates  in 
other  large 
towns. 


Decline  in 
birth-rate. 
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Deatli-nitf. 


Pkoi’ohtion  of  Total  Births  per  1,000  Women 
AT  Ages  15  to  45  Years. 


1870-2 

1880—2 

1890—2 

1900-2 


liirminghatu. 

160-3 

154-4 

134-4 

123-9 


Knglaixl  and  Wales. 

1 537 
147-7 
129-7 
114-8 


DEATHS. 


The  deaths  of  10,340  persons  belonging  to  Birming- 
ham were  registered  during  1904.  This  number  is  equal 
to  a mortality-rate  of  19.3  per  1,000  per  annuwi.  In  1903 
the  number  of  deaths  was  9,123,  and  the  mortality-rate 
17.2  per  1,000.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
over  those  in  the  previous  year  was  1,217. 


The  mortality-rate  during  1904  among  males  was 
21.0  per  1,000,  and  17.6  per  1,000  among  females.  In  1903 
it  was  18.7  for  males,  and  15.7  for  females. 


It  is  important  to  be  able  to  compare  the  mortality- 
rate  for  1904  with  similar  rates  in  previous  years.  TIk' 
appended  table  enables  this  to  be  done  for  each  year  since 
1873  with  a fair  amount  of  accuracy,  if  it  is  borne  in  mind 
that  the  City  boundaries  were  extended  in  1891,  and  a 
relatively  healthy  population  added. 


1873 

nc.ith-nvte 
per  1000. 
24-8  'I 

1874 

1875 

26-8 

26-3 

• Average  25-1 

1876 

-22-4  , 

1877 

23-9  \ 

1878 

1879 

25-2 

21-8 

- Average  22-8 

1880 

20-5  , 

1881 

19-8  ^ 

1882 

20-8 

‘ Average  20-9 

1883 

' 

21-4 

1884 

21-6 

1885 

19-8  4 

1886 

1887 

20-5 

20-4 

■ Average  19-8 

1888 

18-6 

1889 

19-7  1 

1890 

220 

► Average  -20-8 

1891 

21-7 

1892 

20-0 

1893 

21-5  'I 

1894 

18-2 

► Average  20-0 

1895 

19-9 

1896 

. « 

20-4 

1897 

21-1  ’ 

1898 

19-5 

■ Average  20-5 

1899 

... 

20-5 

1900 

21-0 

1901 

19-9 

1902 

18-0 

- Average  18  6 

1903 

17-2 

1904 

... 

. . . 

19-3 

CHART  No.  2. 

Death-Rate  in  Birmingham,  1873-1904. 
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The  results  of  such  a comparison,  especially  when  the 
years  are  grouped  into  periods  of  four  years,  are  by  no 
means  as  satisfactory  as  could  have  been  desired. 


During  the  two  earliest  of  the  periods  set  out  in  the 
foregoing  table  {i.e.,  1873  to  1880  inclusive),  the  mortality 
was  very  high.  Since  1880,  however,  the  mortality-rate 
has  varied  between  17.2  in  1903  and  22  in  1890.  On 
seven  occasions  the  mortality-rate  was  above  21  per  1,000 
during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  while  on  four  occasions 
it  was  below  19  per  1,000. 


If  climatic  influences  are  taken  into  account,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  reduction  in  the  death-rate  during  these 
twenty-five  years  has  been  disappointing. 


As  a means  of  graphically  indicating  year  by  year  the 
extent  of  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  death-rate,  the 
percentage  above  and  below  the  mean  death-rate  for  31 
years  has  been  calculated  and  set  out  on  Chart  No.  2. 


Having  briefly  compared  the  rate  for  1904,  it  is 
advisable  to  ascertain  how  Birmingham  stands  with  regard 
to  the  country  as  a whole,  and  with  particular  towns ; and 
then  to  discuss  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  small  decline 
which  has  been  taking  place  in  this  City. 


The  mean  mortality-rates  in  fom  -j'early  periods  in  Bir-  Death-rates  in 
iningham  and  in  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : — rmUn England 

and  Wales 


Four-yearly 

periods. 

Dirminghain. 
Mean  Rate. 

England  and  Wales. 
Mean  Rate. 

1873  to  1876 

25-1 

21-7 

1877  to  1880 

22-8 

20-8 

1881  to  1834 

20'9 

19-5 

1885  to  1888 

19-8 

19-0 

1889  to  1892 

20-8 

19-2 

1893  to  1896 

20-0 

17'9 

1897  to  1900 

. . 

20-5 

17-8 

1901  to  1904 

18-6 

16-2 

The  mortality-rates  (uncorrected)  for  four  years.  Death-rates  in 
together  with  the  mean  of  these  rates,  is  shown  in  the  20  large  towns, 
following  table  for  the  twenty  largest  towms  in  England 
and  Wales. 
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Death-Rates  in  Towns  (from  Annual  Summary  of 
Registrar-General). 


1901. 

1902. 

19  .3. 

1904. 

-Mean. 

London 

17-6 

17-7 

15-7 

16-6 

16  9 

Liverpool 

2‘2-3 

22 -5 

20-5 

22-6 

220 

Manchester... 

22  1 

20-0 

19-7 

21  3 

20-8 

Hirminghain 

20-5 

18  6 

17-8 

19  9 

19  2 

Leeds 

19-3 

17-6 

16-6 

180 

17-9 

Sheffield 

20-4 

17-1 

18-6 

16-8 

18  2 

Bristol 

160 

17-4 

14  3 

15-6 

15-8 

Bradford 

16-8 

15-8 

16-4 

17-6 

16'6 

West  Ham  ... 

17-9 

171 

15'3 

16-5 

16-7 

Hull 

18-7 

17-2 

16-9 

18-6 

17-8 

Nottingham 

18T> 

16-7 

16-9 

17-7 

17-4 

Salford 

2 1-7 

19-3 

19  0 

21-2 

20.3 

Newcastle  ... 

21  9 

19-9 

19-2 

194 

20-1 

Leicester 

15-9 

14-9 

14  2 

14-5 

14-9 

Portsmouth... 

17-9 

l(5-8 

14-7 

16  9 

16  6 

Cardiff 

15  8 

16-8 

14-0 

14  8 

15-3 

Bolton 

18-2 

lG-9 

17  » 

16  9 

17-4 

Sunderland  ... 

21-4 

19-5 

19-9 

19-5 

20T 

Croydon 

12-9 

14-0 

11-8 

13-8 

131 

Oldham 

19-6 

19  1 

I8-C 

18-2 

18-9 

“ Corrected” 
death-rates. 


The  mortality  among  males  is  always  higher  than  that 
among  females ; so  also  it  is  heavier  among  young  infants 
and  old  people  than  among  children  and  young  adults. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  for  strict  comparison  these  dis- 
turbing factors  require  to  be  taken  into  account  in  com- 
paring the  rates  of  mortality  in  different  towns. 


The  Registrar-General  has  made  the  necessary  cor- 
rection to  compensate  for  variation  in  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution in  seventy-six  large' towns,  and  has  arrang('d  thcmi 
in  order  of  unhealthiness,  as  judged  by  the  death-rat('. 

In  1904  Ijiverjwol  had  the  highest  corrected  death- 
rate — 24.18  per  1,()00 — while  Birmingham  was  eleventh 
on  the  list,  with  a corrected  rate  of  21.39  per  1,000. 

In  1903  Birmingham  was  twenty-first  on  the  list, 
with  a corrected  mortality-rate  of  19.13. 

In  1902  it  was  nineteenth  on  the  list,  with  a cor- 
rected rate  of  20.04. 


Ijargc  towns  in  the  above  list,  like  London,  Leeds, 
Bristol,  Bradford,  II nil,  Kottingham,  Beicester,  (''ardiff 
etc.,  show  from  year  to  year  a mortality-rate'  con'siderablv 


lower  than  that  in  Birmingham  ; while  a few  others,  like 
Ihverpool,  Manchester,  and  Salford,  as  regularly  show 
higher  rates. 

The  fact  that  so  large  a part  of  the  population  of 
Birmingham  (its  healthiest  population)  have  gone  by 
natural  growth  into  the  districts  outside  the  City  boundary 
vitiates  to  some  extent  a comparison  with  other  towns,  as 
well  as  with  the  death-rates  in  previous  years.  There 
is  probably  no  other  centre  of  population  in  the  United 
Kingdom  where  so  large  a proportion  live  in  extra- 
municipal  districts,  and  when  this  is  taken  into  account 
the  death-rate  in  Birmingham  is  better  than  it  otherwise 
a])pears  to  be. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  population  and 
mortality-rate  for  the  City,  and  each  district  which  is 
contiguous  with  it  : — 


Death-IIatk 

IN  Bihmingham 

Centhk. 

1904. 

1904. 

Death 

Population. 

Deaths. 

Rates. 

*Birniingliain 
*King’s  Norton  ... 

537,965 

10,666 

:9-9 

66.667 

702 

10-6 

‘Yardley... 

41,500 

550 

13-2 

tCa.stle  Bromwich 

2,900 

35 

121 

tErdington 

20,750 

226 

10-8 

* Aston  Manor  ... 

80.363 

1,203 

15-0 

*Handsworth 

59,634 

702 

1 1-8 

*Sinetliwick 

50,691 

777 

12-8 

*01dburv... 

26.07) 

522 

20-0 

tHalesowen 

23,574 

359 

).5<2 

'I'otal — Birmingham  and  ^ 
District  J 

920,115 

15,742 

17-1 

* Registrar-Genera,].  t Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  death-rate  in  the  Birmingham  district  for  1904 
was,  therefore,  17.1  per  1,000,  as  against  19.9  per  1,000 
m the  City  only.  If  one  leaves  out  Castle  Bromwich, 
Smethwick,  Oldbury,  and  Halesowen  as  not  actual  parts 
of  the  Birmingham  centre,  one  gets  a rate  of  17.4  per 
1,000,  which  perhaps  more  accurately  represents  the  true 
rate  for  this  district  than  does  the  rate  for  the  City  only. 
For  comparing  the  mortality-rate  of  Birmingham  with 
many  of  our  other  great  towns,  it  would  be  more  accurate 
to  take  this  figure  of  17.4  than  that  given  by  the  Eegistrar- 
General. 

In  the  appended  chart  will  be  ‘found  the  death-rates 
for  all  the  districts  representing  the  Birmingham  centre, 
those  coloured  in  the  deepest  tints  being  the  districts  with 
the  highest  death-rates. 


Death-rate 
ill  tlie 

Hiniiingliiiiii 

district 


More  important  than  the  comparison  between  the  Death-rates 
mortality-rate  of  Birmingham,  and  those  of  other  ^is- 


M 


Deulli-rates 
ill  Wards 
(i^oiitinued). 


Deatli-rates 
at  agos. 


tricts,  is  the  comparison  of  the  constituent  parts  of  the 
City  with  one  another.  For  this  purpose  the  death-rate 
in  each  Municipal  Ward  during  the  last  six  years,  together 
with  the  mean  for  the  same  period,  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  : — 

Mean 

Death-rate  per  1000.  of  6 


Wards. 

181)9. 

1900. 

1901. 

I90a. 

1903. 

1904. 

years. 

Ho  Won  I’ark 

18'2 

17-8 

16T 

14-4 

13-9 

17  2 

16-3 

All  Saints’ ... 

17-6 

19C 

17-5 

1 5-5 

15-7 

17-9 

17-3 

Lady  wood  ... 

19-8 

19-2 

20  0 

17-3 

17-8 

20T 

19-0 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

22-0 

20-4 

22-6 

18-2 

19-2 

21-5 

20-6 

St.  George’s 

23-8 

26-3 

23-2 

21-6 

20-8 

21-5 

22  9 

St.  Steplien’.s 

St.  Mary’s... 

26-6 

26-3 

26-6 

26-5 

21-0 

24-7 

25-3 

30-7 

30-4 

29-7 

24-8 

23  1 

24-1 

27-1 

St.  liiirtholomew’s... 

27-2 

27-7 

25  9 

24-6 

24-4 

28-7 

26-4 

Market  Hall 

18-8 

21-5 

17-4 

16-9 

16-3 

17-7 

18-1 

St  Thomas’ 

22-9 

20-9 

20-9 

20-1 

18-7 

180 

20-3 

St.  Martin’s 

21-0 

21-9 

20  3 

20-3 

16-8 

18-8 

19'9 

lildgbaston  and  Har- 
borne 

13-8 

H 4 

13-] 

12-3 

121 

12-7 

13-] 

Deritend  .. 

24-4 

26-0 

22-3 

20-3 

21-5 

220 

22-7 

Bordesley  ... 

15-5 

15-8 

15-4 

13-4 

13-3 

15-2 

14-8 

Duddeston... 

21-3 

23-4 

23-2 

21-3 

19-7 

22-9 

22-0 

Nechells 

22-5 

21-9 

22-6 

18-7 

16-9 

229 

20  9 

Bal.sall  Heath 

17-5 

160 

15-0 

14-8 

1 3-5 

14-8 

15-3 

Saltley 

18-3 

16-7 

17-6 

15-1 

15-7 

16-8 

16-7 

Whole  City 

20-5 

21-0 

19-9 

18-0 

17-2 

19-3 

19-3 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  1904  the  mortality-rate 
in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Ward  was  no  less  than  126  per  cent, 
higher  than  that  in  Harborne  and  Edgbaston  Ward,  while 
it  was  89  per  cent,  higher  than  that  in  Bordesley  Ward. 

Among  the  causes  of  the  varying  mortality-rates  in 
the  Wards  during  1904  may  be  counted  the  epidemic  of 
Whooping  Cough  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the 
oxec'ssive  prevalence  of  Epidemic  BiarrlKca  during  the 
summer  months.  Both  of  these  affected  young  children, 
but  especially  the  latter,  and  as  a consequence  the  mor- 
tality-rates at  ages  under  five  3'ears  were  high. 

A special  report  on  the  high  mortality  in  certain  dis- 
tricts of  the  City  was  issued  on  October  25th,  1904, 
and  is  inserted  as  an  appendix  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  death-rates  in  age  groups  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  : — 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Under  1 year  ... 

...  2.50'3 

245-7 

228-3 

192-5 

189-8 

232-8 

From  1 to  5 y cal's 

26-2 

26  4 

29  3 

26-6 

23-1 

29  3 

11  5 to  10*  11 

3-6 

3-4 

3-5 

4-7 

4 0 

4-2 

11  10  to  15  11 

2'4 

2-3 

1-8 

2-3 

1-8 

2-0 

11  15  to  25  11 

3-6 

3-9 

3-7 

3-5 

3-0 

2-9 

11  25  to  45  11 

9-5 

10-1 

9 "2 

8-3 

7-8 

7-7 

11  45  to  65  11 

...  28-4 

29-4 

27-9 

26-6 

24  0 

25-5 

Over  65  years  ... 

...  97'6 

106-2 

96-9 

94-3 

93-1 

98-3 
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INFANT  MOETALITY. 

The  death-rate  among  infants  during  1904  was  a very 
high  one;  no  less  than  3,302  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  died,  as  compared  with  2,668  in  1903, 

If  the  diarrhoea  season  is  taken  alone,  the  number 
who  died  during  1904  was  1,139,  as  compared  with  731 
in  1903,  so  that  there  was  an  excess  during  this  period 
alone  of  408  deaths.  From  whooping  cough  also  the 
excess  over  the  previous  year  was  great ; it  amounted  to 
173  deaths. 

The  infantile  mortality-rate  during  1904,  based  on 
the  deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births,  was  195.  This 
is  practically  equal  to  the  rate  which  occurred  in  1875, 
while  in  four  years  only — 1893,  1896,  1897,  and  1900 — 
was  the  infant  mortality-rate  higher  than  that  for  1904. 


In  the  next  table  is  set  out  the  ordinary  death-rate 
of  persons  over  one  year  of  age  in  each  ward,  and  also 
that  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
together  with  the  infant  mortality-rate  for  each  ward 
for  the  year  of  1904. 


WARDS. 

General  Death-rate  per 
l.noo  person.s  living. 

Infantile'^ 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1000  Births. 

All  Ages. 

Under 
one  year. 

Over 
one  year. 

Rotton  Park 

172 

.5-6 

11-6 

178 

All  Saints’  ... 

17-9 

f)7 

12-2 

173 

Ladywood  ...  ... 

20-1 

6-2 

13  9 

192 

St.  Paul’s 

21-5 

6-2 

15-3 

225 

St.  George’s  ... 

21-5 

80 

13-5 

213 

St.  Stephen’s 

24-7 

8 8 

15  9 

232 

St.  Mary’s  ... 

24-1 

8-9 

15'2 

331 

St.  Bartholomew’s  ... 

28-7 

9-8 

18-9 

263 

Market  Hall... 

177 

4-0 

137 

187 

St.  Thomas’ 

18-0 

6-2 

n-8 

196 

St.  Martin’s... 

13-8 

5-3 

13-5 

185 

Edgbaston  and  Harlonie  ... 

127 

2-6 

10  1 

133 

Deritend 

22-0 

7-3 

147 

208 

Bordesley 

15-2 

4-5 

10  7 

146 

Duddeston  ... 

22-9 

8-0 

14  9 

217 

Nechells 

22-9 

8-0 

14-9 

219 

Balsall  Heath 

14-8 

4-0 

10-8 

1.50 

Saltley 

16-8 

6-3 

10-5 

178 

The  very  large  part  which  infant  mortality  plays  in 
giving  high  death-rates  in  certain  wards  is  well  seen  in 
the  foregoing  hgureS. 


Infant 

mortality 


Infant 
mortality 
and  general 
mortality 
in  wards. 


('l)ief  onuses 
of  iufniit 
mortality. 


Infant 
mortality  in 
largo  towns. 


Zymotic 

fleath-rnte. 


Chief  C.mjses  of  ])e.\th  of  Inf.ants  Under  One  Year  in 
Birmingham  in  1904  and  Six  Preceding  Years. 


Causes  of  Death 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

.Measles 

42 

53 

35 

02 

37 

50 

47 

Wlioopiiig  Cough 

104 

74 

129 

81 

122 

37 

210 

DiaiTlujua  .. 

534 

G70 

475 

634 

327 

402 

/ 04 

Enteritis  ... 

424 

442 

331 

1.54 

78 

84 

92 

Tubercular  Diseases 

94 

91 

114 

129 

98 

111 

93 

Fi'einature  Birth  ... 

371 

360 

353 

348 

361 

305 

377 

Debility  and  .Marasmus  .. 

589 

574 

070 

048 

531 

509 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis,  I’neuinonia, 

178 

194 

178 

107 

172 

119 

144 

and  Bleurisy  ... 

393 

398 

500 

399 

409 

413 

505 

Sufi’oeation 

94 

92 

92 

92 

70 

95 

90 

All  other  Causes  ... 

404 

444 

489 

430 

4 45 

401 

405 

Total 

3287 

3398 

3360 

3150 

2081 

2008 

3302 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  three  groups  of 
diseases  which  account  for  more  than  one  half  of  the 
deaths  are — 

(a)  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis. 

(b)  Dehility  and  Marasmus. 

(c)  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

In  his  “ Annual  Summary  ” for  1904,  the  Begistrar- 
Oent'ral  points  out  that  of  the  76  largest  towns  in  England 
and  Wales,  those  with  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  were 
Hornsey  87,  King’s  Norton  100,  Hastings  108,  Bourne- 
mouth 111,  and  Willesdcn  114;  while  the  towns  with 
higlu'st  mortality  were  Salford  19‘2,  Ijiverpool  196,  Bir- 
mingham 197,  Stockport  203,  Hanley  212,  and  Burnley 
229. 

Birmingham  does  not  usually  take  so  unfavourable 
a position  in  the  list  of  great  towns  as  it  has  done  during 
1904.  the  reason  being  the  coincidence'  of  epidemic 
whoo|)ing  cough  in  the  same  year  as  severe  diarrhiea 
prevalence. 

I 'Miring  the  year  1904  a special  report  was  presented  on 
tlu'  prf'valencf'  of  high  infantile  mortality  in  the  City.  This 
dealt  in  some  detail  with  the  causes  of  high  mortality, 
and  the  means  for  its  prevention.  Ihider  the  heading  of 
niarrlKca  Yrortality  will  be  found  certain  additional 
information  in  regard  to  the  method  of  feeding  infants  in 
the  City,  and  also  of  the  method  ado])ted  in  those  casi's 
wIk'D'  a death  occurred  - this  information  being  obtained 
by  tlu^  Ih'alth  Visitors. 


PBEVA HENCE  OE  INEECTKll'B  DISEASES. 


The  di'aths  of  1,8-15  jx'rsons  wen'  due  to  the.  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases  during  1904,  as  compared 
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with  1,233  in  1903.  This  gives  a zymotic  death-rate  of 
3.44  per  1,000  during  1904,  as  compared  with  2.32  in 
1903,  and  2.60  in  1902. 

The  causes  of  death,  together  with  the  number  of 
deaths  and  certain  comparative  figures,  are  as  follows  : — dueases. 


Disease. 

1904. 

Average 

1894  to  1903. 

Above  or  below 
Average. 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

20 

- 20 

Measles 

207 

236 

- 29 

Scarlet  Fever 

65 

122 

- 57 

Diphtheria 

ii.'j 

146 

- 31 

Whooping  Cough... 

467 

231 

4-  236 

Typhoid  Fever 

36 

107 

- 71 

Diarrhcea  ... 

9.0.5 

628 

+ 327 

Whole  Group 

1,845 

1,490 

+ 355 

According  to  the  Eegistrar-General’s  figures,  there  z yinotic  death- 
were  11  among  the  76  great  towns  with  higher  zymotic  [I'lJv,,'" 
mortality-rates  than  Birmingham  in  1904.  There  were, 
therefore,  64  with  smaller  mortalities.  The  highest 
rates  recorded  were  4.10  in  Hanley,  4.17  in  Bootle,  4.21 
in  St.  Helens,  4.37  in  Salford,  4.57  in  Warrington,  and 
4.66  in  Liverpool.  Among  the  great  towns  with  small 
zymotic  mortality-rates  were  : Bristol  1.61,  Burton  1.33, 
Handsworth  1.35,  King’s  Norton  0.79.  Smethwick  1.23, 

Halifax  1.50,  and  CardifI’  1.80. 


SMALLPOX. 

The  cases  of  Small[K)X  which  occuiTcd  during  the  smallpox, 
year  were  eight  in  iiunihei',  and  represented  seven  separate' 
iinportalions  of  the  disease  as  follows  ; — 

J'hrst  importation,  labourer  emjdoyed  in  King's 
Norton  rrhan  District. 

S('Cond  importation,  girl  from  Iheicestei'. 

Third  importation,  man  from  South  Shields.  . 

Fourth  importation,  man  from  Derby. 

Fifth  and  sixth  importations,  woman  and  child  from 
Derby. 

Seventh  imiiortation , labourer  from  Worcester. 

The  value  of  the  means  which  have  been  provided  in 
Birmingham  for  dealing  with  such  imported  cases  is 
il('m()nstrated  by  the  fact  that  only  one  sul)S('(]tient  case 
n^siilP'd  from  (lu'se  seven  imported  cases.  It  is  possible. 
ol  course,  that  in  future  outhri'aks  will  take  place  on 
account  of  tlu're  being  no  means  of  making  certain  that 
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Vaocinatinn. 


univ'cogiiised  cases  of  the  disease  are  not  overlooked  ; but 
so  far  as  recognised  cases  of  tliis  dis('ase  are  concerned, 
there  ought  to  he  little  or  no  difticnlty  now  in  dealing  with 
this  disease.  Tii  saying  this,  however,  one  ought  not  to 
foi’get  that  in  the  main  our  immunity  from  Smallpox  is 
due  to  the  condition  of  vaccination  in  the  population. 

A l)lock  |)lan  of  the  smallpox  hospital  as  it  existed  at 
the  end  of  1904  will  he  found  at  the  end  of  this  report, 
together  with  a block  plan  of  the  shelters  which  were 
added  during  the  year  to  enable  us  to  deal  with  the  dis- 
infection of  people  who  had  been  in  contact  with  smallpox 
cases.  Tn  the  report  for  last  year  mention  was  made  of 
these  shelters  and  the  use  to  which  the}'  were  to  he 
a pplied. 

For  the  purpose  of  continuing  our  previous  record,  a 
table  is  printed  below,  showing  the  condition  of  vaccina- 
tion of  each  of  the  persons  admitted  into  the  smallpox 
hospital  during  the  year  : — 

Xumber  of  Cases 

showing  V.'icciiiation  siiowing  none. 

Cicatrices. 


Under  1 year  of  age 

0 

. . 

0 

From  1 to  5 years 

0 

• • . 

1 

ti  0 to  1 0 II 

0 

0 

II  10  to  20  II 

1 

0 

II  20  to  60  II 

5 

• • • 

1 

Over  60  years 

0 

0 

None  of  the  Smallpox  cases  provf'd  fatal. 


VACCINATION. 

The  percentage  of  primary  vaccination  in  Birming- 
ham. as  compan'd  with  that  iu  England  and  Wales,  is 
indicated  in  tlic'  following  tahK',  which  shows  the  numht'r 
of  children  not  finally  accounted  for  (including  cases  post- 
poned) per  cent,  of  hirths  - 

Itogistialion  I listrict.s  of 
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Hirminghani. 

.Aston. 

King  s 
Norton. 

Kimlanil 
and  Wales. 

2-4 

5'5 

2-1 

5-5 

ISS.*! 

4-3 

6-8 

2-8 

5-8 

1886 

4-6 

7'6 

2 5 

6-4 

1887 

0-.’) 

8-6 

3-0 

7-1 

1888 

4-9 

8-7 

4-3 

8-5 

1889 

5'8 

9 1 

4-7 

9-9 

1890 

5-8 

10-1 

0-5 

11-3 

1891 

8-3 

13-.6 

11-0 

13-4 

189-2 

7-9 

13-7 

19-2 

14-9 

1893 

6-6 

12-1 

21-3 

16-1 

1894 

8-0 

13-2 

27-3 

19-2 

189.'> 

7'6 

14  9 

23-3 

•20-.') 

1 896 

7'7 

1 1-4 

19-1 

■22'9 
...  22-7 

21-.'i 

1.897 

9-0 

1 1-5 

•2.'i-7 

1.898 

146 

17-.'. 

28 -.5 

1899 

16-7 

14  8 

-23  "2 

17-2 

1900 

l.S-4 

13-2 

18-3 

...  i:.-6 
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The  comparable  figures  for  the  years  1901  to  1904  are 
not  yet  available.  The  local  figures  for  the  year  ending 
June  30th,  1904,  are  as  follows;  these,  however,  are  sub- 
ject to  correction  : — 


Biriiiinghaiii,  year  ending  June  30th,  1904. 


Births  returned  ... 

Died  un vaccinated 
Conscientious  objections 
Successfully  vaccinated... 
Postponed  by  medical  certificate 
Removed  to  other  vaccination 
districts 
Lo.it  sight  of 
Still  under  notice 


17.154 

2,253 

82  or  0‘5%  of  total. 
13,035  or  87  5 of  survivors. 
245  or  1'6%  „ 

181  or  1-2% 

1,130  or  7-6%  „ 

183  or  1-2% 


MEASLES. 

This  disease  caused  207  deaths,  compared  with  195  in  Measles. 
1903.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  of  the  previous  ten 
years  is  stated  in  the  following  table  : — 

Dkaths  from  INTeasles. 

IstM  is'if.  1890  1S9S  189.I  1900  1901  1901  1903  1904 

316  133  310  414  182  190  130  300  .189  195  207 


'riie  ages  at  di'aili  during 
follows 

Under  1 year 

1 and  under  2 years 

2 tt  3 II 

3 II  4 II 

4 . II  0 II 

All  under  5 n 
5 and  under  10  h 
All  over  10  n 


the  last  two  years  were  as  Measles  at 

ages. 


1903  1904 

50  ...  47 

74  75 

26  ...  37 

21  ...  18 

12  ...  11 

183  ...  188 

12  ...  17 

0 ...  2 


In  a large  city  like  Birmingham  the  infection  of 
measles  is  never  absent.  At  certain  times  of  the  year  the 
fatality-rate  from  the  disease  is  less  than  at  others,  so  that 
fi’om  the  mortality  alone  we  cannot  have  any  exact  idea  of 
the  number  of  cases  in  the  City.  The  information  which 
the  school  attendance  officers  supply  is  most  useful  as  far 
as  it  goes,  but  it  is  unreliable  as  giving  the  number  of 
cases  existing  in  the  City  at  any  one  time. 

The  point  that  is  important  is  the  fact  that  Measles 
does  cause  annually  an  enormous  mortality  in  the  City  of 
Birmingham  among  children  under  four  years  of  age.  It 
is  desirable,  therefore,  that  every  care  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  infection  of  Measles  among  very  young 
children, 
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Measles 

coniplicaiio?is. 


Measles  al, 
- schools. 


'I’ho  (Ipilths  (luring  1901  occurred  mainly  as  the  result 


lollow  iiig'  tabl(' 


1908 

and  1001 

lH(Ki 

I'.KU 

39 

55 

,'.9 

S3 

18 

21 

2A 

17 

55 

31 

Ada 

Stivet  0 

•Measles  and  Pneumonia 
Measles  and  Broncho-piieuiniinia 
Measles  and  Hroncliitis ... 
Measles  and  otlier  ei)ni])lications 
Measles  alone 


Scliools  was  closed  on  I)eceml)er  18tli  as  tiu*  r('sul1  of 
iid'oniiation  that  an  acute  outlnvak  of  the  disc'asc'  was 
taking  plac('  in  the  school.  From  what  suhse(|uently 
occurred  it  appeared  that  the  closure  was  heiiehcial.  In 
this  cas('  the  information  from  the  attendance  ofitiC('rs 
was  of  considerable  value,  and  enabled  the  Health  Visitors 
to  give  instructions  ai  the  inh'ch'd  houses  and  keeji  tlu' 
children  partly  under  control. 


'The  circular  of  jin'cautions  which  was  ap|)roved  by 
your  C’ommittee  has  hecm  sent  to  (-‘ach  house  wlu're  it  was 
ascertained  that  a case'  of  nu^asles  existed. 


SC.'VRLF/J'  FEVER. 

•Scarlet  fever  'Pile  luimher  of  cascs  of  ilhu'ss  from  Scarlet.  Fever 

notiilii'd  during  1901  was  l.CoO.  as  com|)ared  with  ‘2.835 
in  1908.  Th('  numbers  in  each  of  ilu'  pn'vious  years 
since  Ihe  Inh'ction  Oisi^ase  (Notification)  .\ct  canu'"  into 
opi'iation  art'  si't  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


\'ear. 

1890 

1801 

18a2 

1893 

1894  1S95  189<i 

1897  1898  1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Notified  Cases 

•299.'') 

1 4(16 

1418 

1614 

1788  2964  3389 

1929' 1320  1255 

2063 

3314 

5044 

2835 

1659 

Deatlis 

Percentage 

209 

91 

68 

68 

75  1.33  154 

95  47  29 

93 

1 56 

293 

144 

65 1 

Mortality... 

7-0 

6-2 

4-8 

4-2 

4-2  4-5  4 5 

4-9]  3-6  2-3 

4 '5 

4-7 

5-8 

5'1 

3 91 

The  numhtu’  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  65.  Rasing  a fatality-rate  on  the  notified  cases,  the 
fatality  was  8.9  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  5.1  in  the 
previous  year.  Tt  will  he  seen  from  the  above  table  that 
in  1898  and  1899  the  fatality-rate  was  a lower  one  than 
in  1901.  hut  that  except  in  these  two  years  the  rate  for 
1901  was  a smaller  one  than  in  any  of  the  other  years 
since  notificatic'in  came  into  ojieration. 

Scarlet  fever  1 n the  iioxt  tabl(‘  tlio  sickiu'ss-rato  )>er  1.000  of  the 

inwards.  population  m each  of  tlu'  municipal  wards  for  the  last  six 
years,  together  with  the  mean  rate  in  each  ward  is 
shown  : — 
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CHART  No.  4. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


SICKNESS-RATE  PER  1,000. 
FATALITY-RATE  PER  CENT 


1904 
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SCART.ET  FEVER  SICKNESS  RATES.  Mean 

of  (> 


Ward. 

is9a. 

I9IH). 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1901. 

years 

Itotton  I’aik 

4 '(Bb 

3 87. 

5'17 

13 -95 

6-46 

4-32 

6’4U 

All  Saints’  ... 

2-37 

3-98 

1)78 

9-18 

5-08 

3-44 

5-14 

Lady  wood  ... 

2-94 

4 -2;. 

4-54 

1 1 -43 

4-83 

4-39 

5-40 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

1-23 

1-35 

8-09 

(3-50 

3-28 

2-43 

3-81 

St.  George’s 

1-21 

5‘47 

6-42 

470 

4'75 

4-07 

4-44 

St.  Stephen’s 

St.  Mary’s... 

1-19 

2 35 

5’47 

4 04 

3-92 

3-60 

3 43 

1-09 

1-86 

6-86 

7-50 

2-71 

1-26 

3-55 

St.  Bartholoinew’.s... 

2-56 

5-22 

6-63 

8-15 

4-41 

2-29 

4 88 

Market  Hall 

1-27 

1 57 

377 

6-59 

4-85 

2-07 

3-35 

St.  Thomas’ 

2-03 

3-04 

4-53 

12-22 

4-90 

2-77 

4-91 

St.  Martin’s 

2-97 

5-68 

5-80 

8 51 

4-09 

2-78 

4-97 

Edgbaston  and  Har- 
borne 

2-47 

2T5 

5-04 

7 '88 

2-84 

2-52 

3-82 

Heritend  ... 

1-66 

4-93 

773 

14-36 

4-91 

278 

6-06 

Bordesley  ... 

3-31 

5-08 

10T3 

10-59 

7-07 

2-57 

0 46 

Duddeston... 

1-96 

2-43 

6T9 

8-84 

4 34 

2-17 

4-32 

Nechells 

2-69 

4-87 

2-50 

7-58 

5-31 

2 07 

4-17 

Balsall  Heath 

1-8] 

.3-60 

7-24 

9-08 

6-84 

4-16 

5-45 

Saltley 

2-56 

4'83 

5-56 

8-99 

7-64 

3 06 

5-44 

Jt  will  be  noted  that  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  is 
by  no  iiHTins  greatf'st  in  the  poorer-class  districts  in  IIk' 
City.  When  it  is  reinenibered  that  in  these  central 
poor('r-class  districts  the  children  live  in  court-yard 
bons(‘S,  and,  therefore,  other  things  being  equal,  the  con- 
tact is  greater,  and  also  that  more  carelessness  as  regards 
r('cognising  cases  is  displayed  in  these  districts,  it  is  rather 
remarkable  that  year  after  year  Scarlet  Fever  should  be 
somewhat  less  prevalent  in  these  districts  than  it  is  in 
bettc'r-class  ones.  The  above  figures  show  that  Market 
Hall,  St.  Stephen’s,  and  St.  Mary’s  Wards  have  a smallm- 
incidence  than  Edgbaston  and  FTarborne  Ward.  Tn  tlu' 
report  on  the  “ Floodgah*  Street  Area  ” which  was  issui'd 
during  the  past  year,  it  was  pointed  out,  however,  that 
while  the  incidence  of  the  disease  may  be  less  in  tlu' 
poorer-class  districts,  the  fatality  is  greater. 


One  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-seven  cases  .scaUet  fever 
were  removed  into  hospital  during  the  year.  This  is  equal  cases  removed 
to  a percentage  removal  of  87.  In  the  previous  year  about 
th('  same  percentage  of  patients  were  admitted  into  hos- 
pital . 


Pkdckntaoe  of  Casks  Removed  to  Hospital. 


Cases  Reporte<l 

Cases  Removed. 

Percentage. 

1893 

1614 

1339 

83  % 

1894 

1788 

1539 

86  % 

1895 

2964 

2595 

88  % 

1896 

...  *3.389 

...  *2812 

83% 

1897 

1929 

1641 

85% 

1898 

1320 

1083 

82% 

1899 

1255 

1052 

84  % 

1900 

2063 

1814 

88% 

1901 

3314 

2959 

89% 

1902 

*5044 

*4534 

90% 

1903 

2835 

2455 

87  % 

1904 

1659 

1437 

87% 

* 63  weeks. 
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Si  ;illi't  [cvi-l 

illlil  llli'Llkt'll 
ili.i'.'lliisU. 


Scailni  fever 
return  ' 
cases. 


Dr.  McCrmdlt'  has  carefully  enquired  for  me  into 
(•('ffaiii  particulai's  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
w hich  hav('  occurred  during  the  year,  and  has  obtain'd  _ 
useful  i nfoi'iuation  on  many  points. 


T.-  Mist.-^ken  Diagnosis. 

In  the  first  instance,  it  was  found  that  a certain  per- 
eentage  of  those  who  were  removed  into  hosintal  did  not 
sillier  from  the  disease  as  diagnosed.  Among  the  cases 
iiotifit'd  during  the  year.  1.145  were  removed  into  hospital, 
and  out  of  this  number  130  were  found  b}^  Dr.  Chatelier 
or  Dr.  Deazeley  not  to  be  sufficing  from  Scarlet  Fever  at 
the  time  of  their  admission,  that  is,  9 per  cent,  of  cases 
wrongly  diagnosed,  .\mong  the  home-treated  cases,  five 
were  reported  hy  medical  men  as  not  eventually  proving 
to  be  Scarlet  Fever,  barely  2^  iier  cent. 

This  (piestion  of  wrong  diagnosis  in  regard  to  cases 
of  Scarld  I’f'vi'r  is  one  of  very  great  importance  wlnu'c' 
I he  (piestion  of  hospital  isolation  is  concerned.  In  tlu' 
first  instance',  it  must  he  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  somc- 
liiiK's  a matter  of  extreme  difficulty,  amounting  cvf'ii  to 
impossibility,  on  the  jiart  of  the  nu'dical  man  to  b('  ipiite' 
certain  lhal  a [larticular  case  is  one  <^f  Scarh't  Fi'vt'r.  .\l 
tiu'  same  time',  the-  medical  |)ractitioner  is  urged  by  both 
parents  and  sanitary  authority  to  isolate  at  the  very 
earliest  pi'riod.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Health 
rommilteo  have  arranged  that  one  of  the  Superintendents 
from  the  hosjiital  shall  see  any  doubtful  cases  for  medical 
practitioners  in  the  City,  we  have  this  comparatively  large 
amount  of  error  to  deal  with. 

Figures  are  not  available  on  exactly  similar  lines  to 
comiiarc'  the  amount  of  error  in  oth('r  towns  with  that  in 
Birmingham,  but  this  (pu'stion  of  wrong  diagnosis  is  one 
of  th('  difiiculti('s  recognised  by  all  infectious  hospital 
niithoritif's. 


TT. — So-called  TvETFEn  Cases. 

.\noiher  investigation  which  Dr.  McCrindle  has  car- 
ri('d  out  during  the  year  is  in  regard  to  “ return  ” cases  of 
Scarh't  F('V('r.  Tt  is  sonu'what  difficult  to  define  what  is 
a “ ri'tiirn  ” casi'  of  Scarlet  Fc'ver.  and  therefore  one  has 
to  state'  in  the  first  instance  what  has  been  accepted  here 
as  a “ return  ” case.  All  new  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
which  have  occurred  either  in  the  same  house  or  from 


contact  with  it  within  a period  not  less  than  24  hours  nor 
more  than  28  days  after  the  return  of  a previous  patient 
from  the  hospital,  have  been  counted  as  “ return  ” cases. 


During  the  year  67  such  cases  were  investigated,  said 
to  have  resulted  from  the  discharge  of  66  infecting  cases. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  certain  of  these  so-called 
“return”  cases  were  not  due  to  the  hospital;  indeed, 
some  of  them  proved  not  to  be  scarlet  fever  when  admitted 
to  hospital,  although  they  were  notified  as  such. 


In  the  67  so-called  “ return  ” cases  which  have  been 
investigated,  the  number  of  days  between  the  return  of 
the  supposed  infecting  patient  and  the  onset  of  the  subse- 
quent patient’s  illness  was  as  follows  — 


2 davs 

3 .r 

4 M 

0 II 
6 .1 

7 M 

8 „ 

9 .1 

10  M 
12 

13  M 

14  „ 

15  II 

16  M 

17  II 

18  II 

19  ,1 

20  II 

21 

22  II 

23  II 

26  II 


4 case.s. 

10  ,1 

1 II 

3 II 

8 M 

1 M 

5 .1 

5 ,1 

2 II 

5 II 

4 „ 

1 II 

2 II 

1 II 

1 II 

2 M 

1 II 

3 I, 

2 II 

1 I, 

1 II 

1 II 

3 I. 


4’he  66  cases  to  which  so-called  “ return  ” cases  uere 
attributed  suffered  from  the  following  com|)lications  whih' 
in  hospital  or  after  their  discharge  : — 


Ottorrlujca 

While  in 
Hospital. 

6 

After 

Discharge. 

6 

Mastoid  Abscess 

1. 



Glandular  Enlargement 

10 

12 

Nasal  Discharge 

14 

14 

Secondary  Throat 

3 

— 

Albuminuria  ... 

4 

— 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

Second  Attack 

4 

— 

Sores  or  Abrasions.  Ac. 

20 

*22 

Tntereurrent  Infectious  Disca.ses 

!' 

...  — 

Tn  four  instance's  the'  su|)pos(‘d  infecting  ease  hari 
prov('d  not  to  be  one  of  scarlet  fever,  and  in  one  instatiee 
the  so-called  “ return  ” case  was  not  scarlet  fever. 


24 


The  Medical  Superintendents  have  supplied  me  with 
tlie  number  of  days  that  the  so-called  infecting  patients 
had  remained  in  hospital  : — 


Less  than  20  days 
20  tro  30  clays  ... 
30  to  40  II  ... 
40  to  oO  II 
50  to  (30  II 
60  to  70  II 
70  to  80  II 
80  to  90  IT  ... 
90  to  100  II  ... 
Over  100  h 


0 

1 

1 

17 

17 

12 

7 

4 

5 


It  is  obvious  from  the  above  that  the  Medical  Superin- 
tendents at  the  hospital  well  apjireciatt'  the  danger  of  such 
cases,  and  have  taken  precautions  to  get  rid  of  any  condi- 
tion wfiich  might  be  liable  to  carry  the  disease.  A point 
of  considerable  importance  in  this  connection  is  that  the 
|)ati('nt  w’^ho  possibly  acted  as  a source  of  infection  in  some 
instances  came  direct  from  the  hospital  and  slept  in  the 
same  bed  with  the  “ return  ” patient,  notwithstanding  tlu' 
fact  that  instructions  had  been  issued  to  the  ))a rents 
advising  them  not  to  allow  such  patient  to  sleeii  with  other 
children  for  at  least  a fortnight  after  his  return  from 
hospital. 


TIT. — Recond.\ry  C.\ses  in  Infected  Houses. 


SecDiidHry 
ca.se.s  of 
scarlet  fever. 


Still  another  investigation  in  regard  to  Scarlet  I'ever 
has  been  made  by  Dr.  McCrindle  during  the  year,  and,  as 
the  results  are  interesting.  I have  included  them  here. 
They  ridate  to  the  occurrence  of  subsequent  cases  in  dw('ll- 
ing-houses  after  a first  case  has  been  notified  in  that  housi*. 


h'or  the  sake  of  clearness  it  has  been  necessary  1o 
('xchide  the  cases  occurring  in  juihlic  institutions,  and  also 
thosi'  cases  which,  although  notified  in  the  first  instanet'  as 
Searh't  Fever,  were  found  suhs('(]uently  (dtln'r  at  the  hos- 
pital or  by  th('  mialical  man  in  ait('ndanc('  not  to  be 
Scarlet  Fever. 


By  these  exclusions  the  total  number  of  cas(xs  dealt 
with  has  laatn  n'duca  d to  1.178.  Of  th(‘  1.173  cases. 
1.217  wer('  first  cases  in  tlu'  house'.  ;md  2‘2()  we'O'  stihsc'- 
(]U('nl  case's. 

At  first  sight  th('S('  figure's  indicate  that  the  action  of 
the'  sanitary  authority  has  be-on  more'  sncce'ssful  than  one- 
would  have'  ('\pi'e*te'el  in  pi'e've'nl ing  the'  spre'ad  eef  Scarlet 
I'V.ve'i . In  ne)  le'ss  than  1 .012  exit  of  1 .28.5  houses  where'  a 
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case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  during  the  year,  no 
further  spread  of  the  disease  occurred.  This  means  that 
in  over  84  per  cent,  of  the  dwelling-houses  in  Birmingham 
infected  with  Scarlet  Fever,  no  spread  took  place  after  the 
first  case. 

The  number  of  houses  fi’om  which  the  first 
case  went  to  hospital  was  1,026,  and  in  868  of  these  no 
I'urther  spread  occurred — a proportion  of  84.6  per  cent., 
while  in  the  190  houses  in  w'hich  the  first  case  was  nursed 
at  home,  the  infection  spread  no  further  in  174  instances — 
a proportion  of  91.6.  Of  course,  these  figures  have  no 
reference  to  the  class  of  house  nor  to  the  number  of  pre- 
sumably susceptible  individuals,  especially  children 
brought  into  direct  contact  with  the  infection. 

Dr.  McCrindle  is  at  present  pushing  his  investigations 
further,  with  the  view  of  elucidating  as  far  as  possible 
these  latter  and  other  details,  so  as  to  bring  the  facts  to  a 
basis  which  may  render  them  more  fairly  com|)arablc. 

If  it  is  [)ossible  to  limit  the  infection  of  Scarlet  Fever 
to  one  jmtient  in  eadi  of  1,042  households  out  of  a total 
of  1,235,  it  is  somewhat  diliicult  to  explain  why  the 
disease  should  spread  so  rapidly  from  one  household  to 
another. 

Tn  the  majority  of  instances  the  cases  treated  at  hoim' 
occur  in  that  class  of  house  where  every  precaution  against 
spn'ad  of  infection  can  and  will  be  promptly  taken,  while 
moi'e  often  the  reverse  is  the  rule  in  the  house  whence  the 
patient  is  removed.  Nor  must  it  be  overlooked  that  on 
the  average  removal  to  hospital  has  only  taken  place  on 
the  fourth  day  from  the  onset  of  the  disease,  though  mostly 
on  the  same  day  as  notification  is  received.  It  is  as  yet 
premature  to  forecast  the  results  of  this  further  enquiry, 
but  so  far  the  above  facts  are  worth  consideration. 

DIPHTHEEIA. 

The  cases  of  sickness  from  Diphtheria  which  were 
tiotified  during  the  year  were  few'cr  than  in  the  preceding 
year.  Altogethei’  630  cases  were  reported,  which  is  equal 
to  a sickness-rate  of  1.17  per  1,000.  as  compared  with  1.66 
|)('r  1,000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  mortality  from  the  disease  w^as,  however,  rela- 
tively a high  one.  no  less  than  115  deaths  having  occurred, 
which  is  equal  to  a fatality-rate  of  18  per  cent.,  as  com- 
pared wnth  15  pc'r  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 


Uiplitlieria, 


The  number  of  notified  cases  and  deaths,  together 
with  the  fatalitv-rate  per  cent.,  is  set  out  in  the  accom- 
p:i livin'--  faille,  I'Voni  xyhich  it  will  he  seen  that  the  highest 
, fata lity-rat('  occurred  in  lfi95.  and  that  since  then  the  i ate 
has  (h'clined  considerably.  th('  rate  for  1901  heinp . ho\\- 
(‘V('r.  higher  than  in  either  of  the  jin'ceding  four  years. 


1892 

IlieUTIIKlUA. 

Cases  notitiecl.  Ueallis  reKistered. 

533  ...  102 

Case-mortality 
)ier  cent 

19 

1893 

387 

83 

21 

1894 

406 

91 

22 

1895 

741 

214 

29 

1 89(5 

*1,194 

*293 

25 

1897 

713 

160 

22 

1898 

689 

132 

19 

1899 

720 

147 

20 

1900 

542 

77 

14 

1901 

533 

85 

16 

1902 

*787 

*130 

17 

1903 

884 

135 

15 

1904 

630 

115 

18 

*53  weeks. 


From  all  available  information  it  would  appear  that 
the  mortality  from  this  disease  is  far  too  large  at  jiresent. 
In  a recent  article  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  of 
Diphtheria  in  thi'  .\pril  number  of  “The  Practitioner," 
the  following  paragraph  ajijiears.  which  s('ems  to  put  the 
position  very  concisely  as  regards  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  From  pm’sonal  ('xperience  and  knowledge.  th(' 
stali'iiK-nts  mad('  a|)[)ear  not  to  be  ('xaggc'rated  in  any  way. 
'I'he  paragraph  is  as  follows  : — 

"In  the  tn-atment  of  Diphtheria  the  fact  to  be  grasped 
‘‘  beyond  all  others  is  this  : Directly  there  is  suspicion 
‘‘that  a case  might  possibly  be  Diphtheria,  anti-diph- 
‘‘  theritic  serum  should  hi-  administered  without  delay 
‘‘  with  proper  precautions.  Having  done  this  first,  we 
" may  tlum  have  the  suspicion  of  Dijihtheria  confirmed  or 
‘‘otherwise  by  bactm-ioscopic  aid.  Serum  treatment 
‘‘  should  never  be  deh-rred  pending  a bacteriological 

‘‘  report With  our  present-day  knowledge  that 

" Diphthi'ria  is  practically  rendered  iion-fataJ  if  treated 
" irilJi  (i  saitnhle  dose  of  diphtheria  anti-toxin  on  the  first 
“ day  of  illness,  it  is  almost  criminal  to  defer  serum  treat- 
" iiu'iit  until  a bacteriological  examination  has  been 
‘‘  made." 

Th('r('  are  records  to  show  tlu'  ('xact  number  of  cases 
in  which  anti-toxin  has  b('en  usi'd  during  the  5’('ar.  but 
from  ('X pt-ricncf'  of  eases  admittc'd  rt'ccmtly  into  hos|Mtal  it 
would  appear  that  a comparatively  small  number  of  cases 
an-  trcati'd  with  anti-toxin  at  an  early  stage,  when  its 
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viiliK'  is  greatest . The  Health  Committee  have  authorised 
its  rr(^e  distribution  to  medical  practitioners  for  treatment 
of  patients  residing  in  the  City,  and  have  on  several  occa- 
sions urged  its  early  use.  .During  the  past  year  251  appli- 
cations were  made  for  anti-toxin  to  be  used  mostly  for  the 
treatment  of  recognised  cases  of  Di])htheria,  but  partly  also 
for  the  immunisation  of  people  in  contact  with  the  disease. 
If  the  whole  of  this  supply  had  been  intended  for  actual 
notified  cases,  the  cpiantity  issued  during  the  year  would 
be  used  by  less  than  40  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  as  compared 
with  35  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  Some  further 
supj)ly  of  anti-toxin  has,  of  course,  been  derived  from 
chemists  in  the  town,  but  as  far  as  is  known  this  has  not 
been  a large  quantity,  and  therefore  it  is  probable  that  a 
considerable  number  of  the  patients  are  not  treated  with 
anti-toxin  at  all. 

There  ought  to  be  at  present  no  reason  why  nearly 
every  notified  case  of  Diphtheria  should  not  be  so 
treated.  Were  this  done,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
moi4ality-rate  would  be  considerably  reduced.  One 
has  always  to  recognise  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  be  quite  certain  of  one’s  diagnosis  in  the  early 
stages  of  Diphtheria,  but  it  has  not.  however,  been  gener- 
ally recognised  yet  that  the  proper  way  of  dealing  wnth 
doubtful  cases  is  to  use  anti-toxin  under  proper  precautions 
first,  and  then  to  clear  up  the  diagnosis  by  having  the 
throat  swabbed.  If  this  were  done  in  ever}^  case,  the 
fatality  from  Diphtheria  should  fall  to  something  less  than 
5 per  cent.  The  cost  of  the  anti-toxin  supplied  during 
the  year  was  about  -£60. 


The  facilities  for  bacteriologically  examining  material  iMpiitheiia  and 
from  the  throats  of  persons  possibly  suffering  from  Diph- e^uninaufiis^^ 
tlieria  (which  were  brought  into  operation  in  June,  IROTl 
have  proved  during  the  past  year  to  be  of  great  service 
in  certain  cases.  Full  use,  how^ever,  of  these  has  not  been 
taken.  Of  the  630  cases  notified  during  the  year,  only 
102  were  bacteriologically  examined  at  the  University.  Of 
these  102,  70  showed  diphtheria  bacilli  to  be  present;  31 
gave  a negative  result;  and  one  was  doubtful.  Altogether 
swabs  to  the  number  of  313  w’-ere  examined  during  the 
year  1904  at  the  Pathology  Department  of  the  University 
from  suspected  cases  within  the  City.  On  the  basis  of 
agreement  with  the  University,  the  examination  of  these 
would  cost  -£139  2s.  6d. 

Unfortunately,  the  hospital  accommodation  for  diph-  Diphtheria  and 
theria  patients  at  Little  Bromwich  hospital  was  not  J^co^^Sodati,.,, 


I)i|)litherin 

wards. 


WlumiiiiiK 

C'OUgll. 


Wlioopiiig 
cougli  ill  pas 
30  years. 


(unshed  during  1904,  and  it  was  only  in  tJie  early  months 
of  1905  ihat  cases  of  the  disease  commenced  to  be  taken 
in. 


In  th('  ligiires  appended  will  be  found  the  sickness- 
r;i(c  and  c('rtain  othei’  information  in  regal’d  to  Diphtheria 
ciisi's  for  (‘ach  of  the  wai’ds  in  the  City  ; — 


Cases 

Sickness  rate 

Per.sons  for 
whom  anti-toxin 

luititied. 

per  1,0(KV 

was  sent. 

Rotton  I'arli 

67 

1-41 

28 

All  Saints’  ... 

49 

1-14 

16 

Lady  wood 

5-2 

206 

16 

St.  Paul’s 

17 

1-09 

2 

St.  George’s... 

10 

049 

2 

St.  Stephen’s 

10 

042 

1 

St.  Mary's  ... 

10 

0G3 

3 

St.  Ilartholoniew’s  .. 

52 

202 

18 

Market  Kail . . . 

5 

055 

1 

St. 'riioinas’ ... 

21 

1^12 

5 

St.  Martin’s  ... 

2G 

lOG 

10 

Mdgbaston  and  Harhorne  ... 

37 

118 

17 

Oeritend 

29 

1-20 

13 

liordeslej' 

70 

126 

46 

Diiddeston  ... 

29 

1-24 

4 

Necliells 

27 

0'81 

5 

Balsall  Heat.li 

47 

117 

17 

Saltley 

G3 

1-.35 

15 

WTIOOI^INC  COrOTT. 

\Vii;h  th('  exception  of  two  otlu'r  (owns,  Dirmingham 
siiflered  during  tlu*  year  (90  1 from  a more'  seven'  ('pideinie 
of  Whooping  Cough  than  any  of  tlu*  76  great  towns.  The 
death-rjite  in  the  ('ity  was  .87  per  1 ,000.  the  number  of 
dial  tbs  being  467. 


^ In  the  following  table  the  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

from  this  dis('as('  is  shown  for  the  past  thirty  years.  It 
will  be  not('d  that  tla*  mortality-rab'  was  higher  during 
1901  than  in  any  vi'ar  sinei'  1887.  Then'  is,  too,  an  indb 
cation  (hat  llu'  ('pideniics  of  this  dis('a.S('  have  not  been  as 


111  ri'ci'iit  vi 
(leriod  ri'ferred  to, 


1875 

1S7G 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
188'2 

1883 

1884 

1885 
188G 

1887 

1888 
1889 


■20 

■51 

•98 

■19 

■97 

•55 

90 

■79 

•43 

■70 

•G1 

•‘23 

■91 

■5G 

•G6 


■ars  its 

during  tht' 

etirlie 

• ye 

ars  of  the 

1890 

•47 

Average 

■97 

1891 

1892 

1893 

•66 

•59 

•66 

Average 

•56 

1894 

•44 

1895 

•35 1 

.Average 

•67 

1 890 
1897 

•761 

•45 

Average 

1898 

•50 

•48 

1899 

•33  I 

1900 

■58 

Average 

•59 

1901 

1902 

■42 

•50 

Average 

1903 

■17 

•61 

1904 

•87 

29 


The  ages  at  death  from  Whooping  Cough  are  set  out 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Under  1 year 
Between  1 and  2 years 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Over  9 years 


3 

4 

5 
C 

7 

8 
9 


210  deatlis. 
138  „ 

55  „ 

37  „ 

IG  , 

5 „ 

4 „ 

1 „ 

1 

0 „ 


Total  ... 


467 


The  principal  complications  recorded  in  the  fatal 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough  can  he  seen  in  the  following 
table,  showing  the  actual  cause's  nu'ntione'd  in  the'  death 
certificates  : — 


Whooping  Cough  and  Broncho-pneumonia  ...  ...  105  death.?. 

H II  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ..  ...  66  n 

II  II  Bronchitis  ..  ...  ...  ..  75  n 

II  II  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  i 

M ir  Colitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 II 

,,  II  Meningitis 6 n 

II  I Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 n 

M II  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

II  II  Rickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 n 

II  I,  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 i, 

II  II  Nephritis  1 i 

II  II  Oastritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 n 

I,  I,  Cancrum  Oris  ...  ...  ...  1 n 

I,  I,  no  other  definite  disease  ...  ...  187  h 


Total  467 


The  subjoined  statement  shows  the  death-rate'  from 
Whooping  Cough  in  each  warel  of  the*  City  : — 


Hutton  Park  .. 

All  Saints’ 

Lady  wood 
St.  Paul’s 
St.  George’s  ... 

St.  Stephen’s  ... 

St.  Mary’s 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

Market  Hall  ... 

St.  Thomas’  ... 

St.  Martin’s  ... 

Edgbaston  and  Harborne 

Deritend  ...  ...  . 

Bordesley 

Duddeston 

Nechells 

Balsall  Heath  ... 

Saltley... 


1-05  j.er  1000, 

0- 91 

1- 42 

1- 3-1 
1-08 

2- 03 
1-26 

0-74  M 

0-33 

0-53  II 

0- 67  I, 

0-26 

1- 08 
0-52 

0- 98 

1- 23 
0 52 
0-66 
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coiiipai'iit 


iiinjority  ol  the  dcaillis  oocmikmI 
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Infectious-  jg  nnivovsnllv  rpcoo;nisod  that  during  the  infec- 

whooping  tioiis  period  the  ]ioison  of  Whooiiing  Cough  is  one  of  the 
most  dilfiisihh'  of  all  infections,  and  that,  given  siiscejitible 
inati'rial.  it  spreads  with  great  rajiidity  both  in  schools, 
in  court-yard  |)roperty,  etc. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  children  die  from 
com|ilications  of  Whoo|iing  Cough,  special  instructions 
w('re  givf'ii  to  the  hlealth  Visitors  to  urge,  in  cases  where 
a doctor  was  not  in  attcmdiince,  that  the  patiimt  should  be 
kept  in  bed  during  the  early  period  of  the  disease.  This, 
in  addition  to  |irev('nting  the  liahility  to  catching  cold  and 
lung  trouble,  lias  also  the  advantage'  of  being  a form  of 
isolation. 


In  the  districts  affected  the  Health  Visitors  made  a 
house-to-house  visitation,  and  distributed  circulars  of 
information  or  gave  advice  verbally  in  regard  to  ]irevent- 
ing  the  spread  of  the  disease.  To  a verv  large  extent, 
how('ver,  our  action  in  regard  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  court-yard  jiroperty  in  Birmingham  is  directed  rather 
to  jireventing  death  than  guarding  against  attacks  of  the 
dis('as(',  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  occupants  of  these 
housi's  to  take'  projier  means  to  avoid  contracting  it. 


TYPHOID  FEVEK. 


This  disease,  which  is  always  associated  with  filth  in  Typhoui fever 
one  form  or  another,  and  which  in  its  endemic  form  is  so 
often  taken  as  a standard  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a 
town,  caused  a very  low  incidence-rate,  as  well  as  a very 
low  death-rate,  during  1904;  indeed,  in  both  cases  the 
rates  were  lower  than  have  ever  been  previously  recorded 
from  Typhoid  Fever  in  Birmingham. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notified 
cases,  deaths,  and  percentage  mortality  from  this  disease 
in  each  of  the  years  since  1894  : — 


Yeans 

. 1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Notified  1 

Case.s  / 

511 

436 

483* 

533 

637 

779 

851 

615 

544* 

348 

248 

Deaths 

. 105 

82 

108* 

89 

113 

119 

1799 

111 

100* 

66 

36 

Percentage  \ 

21 

19 

22 

17 

18 

15 

21 

18 

18 

19 

15 

Mortality  / 

53  weeks. 

Our  mortality-rate  from  Typhoid  Fever  compares  “Fever” in 
favourably  with  that  in  the  other  large  towns.  In  London 
the  rate  from  “ Fever  ” was  .07  per  1,000,  Liverpool  .15, 
Manchester  .12,  Birmingham  .07,  Sheffield  .12,  Leeds  .11, 
and  Bristol  .08. 


In  continuation  of  tlie  statistics  given  in 
report,  the  following  table  will  be  of  interest 


last 


5Tar’s  Typhoid  fever 
and  tenipera- 
tnre  and 


1887 

TYPHOID 

Death-rate. 

•17 

FEVER. 

Sickness-rate. 

Mean  Temperature 
in  3rd  Quarter 

58-9 

Rainfall 
for  year. 

19-80 

1888 

•14 

— 

55-7 

24  62 

1889 

•09 

— 

57-6 

24-94 

1890 

■14 

•66 

58-0 

22-10 

1891 

•18- 

•93 

57-8 

31-14 

1892 

•08 

•54 

570 

25-60 

1893 

•19 

1-00 

00-0 

20-70 

1894 

•21 

1-04 

54-9 

25-52 

1895 

■17 

•88 

59-6 

24-89 

1896 

•21 

•95 

57-7 

22-27 

1897 

•18 

1-06 

58-3 

28-21 

1898 

•22 

1-25 

58-7 

20-45 

1899 

•23 

1-52 

61-2 

2512 

1900 

•35 

1-64 

60-2 

29  09 

1901 

•21 

1-18 

60-7 

22-64 

1902 

•19 

101 

57-1 

•25-98 

1903 

•12 

•65 

57-4 

;53-83 

1904 

•07 

•46 

58-8 

21-94 

What  is  most  remarkable  is  the  fact  that,  so  far  as 
(Mil-  district  is  cfincorned,  this  continued  low  incidoncf'  of 
'ry|)hoid  Fever  has  occiirn'd  during  a yc'ar  which  was 
relatively  a bad  oiu'  for  epidemic  Iharrlima.  The  climafic 
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conditions  during  the  year  were  by  no  tneans  unfavourable 
to  the  production  of  a good  many  cases  of  Enteric  Fever, 
although  the  numl)er  which  actually  occurred  was  small. 


Typhoid  fever 
at  ditferent 
periods  of 
the  year. 


Typhoid  fever 
in  wards. 


I yplioid  fev(>r 
cases  removed 


Tlui  number  of  cases  which  have  occurred  during  each 
four-weekly  period  in  1904  is  shown  in  the  following 
table,  together  with  the  average  number  for  the  corres- 
ponding  periods  during  tlie  ])revious  14  years  : — 


Four  weeks 

ending  January  30th 

1904. 

12 

Avemge  in 
14  years, 
1890-1903. 
45 

M 

It 

February  27th 

15 

41 

fl 

II 

March  26  th 

14 

38 

tl 

II 

April  23rd... 

15 

35 

It 

It 

May  21st  ... 

24 

30 

tl 

II 

June  18th... 

9 

25 

M 

It 

July  1 6th  ... 

13 

21 

It 

M 

August  13  th 

15 

24 

II 

II 

September  10th  ... 

13 

46 

11 

It 

October  8th 

26 

51 

1! 

II 

November  5th 

36 

52 

M 

It 

December  3rd 

34 

67 

M 

II 

ic  31st 

20 

,50 

The  figures  show  that  during  1901  the  disease  at  no 
time  became  severely  prevalent. 


The  sickness-rate  from  Typhoid  Fever  for  each  of 
the  municipal  wards  during  the  last  five  3'ears  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 


1 

1900. 

1901. 

1 

1903. 

1904. 

Holton  Park... 

1-94 

■94 

•72 

•47 

•40 

All  Saints’ 

1-47 

104 

•91 

•47 

•30 

1 .adyvvood 

2-11 

1-08 

107 

•44 

•36 

St.  i’aul’s 

1-94 

1-40 

1-09 

•71 

•32 

St.  (lOorge’s  ... 

205 

1-73 

1-52 

•44 

•59 

St.  Stephen’s... 

2-99 

2 02 

1-01 

59 

100 

St.  Mary’s 

2-44 

1-83 

1-00 

•80 

1-20 

St.  nartholomew's  ... 

1 70 

1-9.) 

1-27 

■79 

•40 

Alarket  Hall  ...  

1-75 

1-43 

•03 

•32 

St.  Thomas’  ... 

1'84 

1-35 

1-24 

54 

•53 

St.  Martin  s ... 

1-04 

109 

1-29 

•40 

•33 

Hdgbaston  and  Harbornc  ... 

•59 

•52 

•45 

■58 

•20 

Doritoud 

1-Gl 

l-6() 

204 

1 21 

•70 

Hordesley 

112 

•8() 

•92 

•05 

•38 

Duddeston  ...  i ... 

3-13 

1-51 

1-30 

1-15 

•51 

Necholls 

2-23 

•89 

102 

•98 

•45 

Balsall  Heath 

•70 

•07 

•07 

•51 

•42 

Salllcy  ...  

•71 

M9 

•77 

•00 

•38 
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Li()S|>ital.  that  is.  about  50  [X'l-  cu'iit.  < )t'  the  cases  taken 
into  hos[)iia],  16  dic'd  of  d^yphoid  Fc'vc'i-  oi-  oihef  disease, 
c'ciual  to  a fatality-ratc'  of  1-1  pc'r  cent.  : while'  of  those 
treated  at  home  or  in  other  ptd)lic  institutions,  29  died, 
equal  to  a fatality-rate  of  22  per  cent. 


During  the  year  no  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever 
occurred  which  could  be  traced  to  any  common  cause. 
Nearly  all  the  cases  were  separate  and  distinct  from  one 
another,  and,  except  in  a few  instances,  they  could  not 
be  traced  to  a previous  case  of  the  disease. 

The  Pathology  Department  at  the  University 
examined  77  specimens  of  blood  for  the  Typhoid  Fever 
reaction,  and  reported  that  in  18  per  cent,  the  blood  gave 
a positive  result.  Of  the  notified  cases,  8 per  cent,  had 
been  examined  in  this  way.  The  cost  of  this  work  during 
the  year  was  ^9  12s.  6d. 


DIAKEHCEA. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the 
summer  of  1904  was  a very  large  one.  If  one  takes  the 
two  certified  causes  of  death — Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis— 
(and  this  is  probably  the  correct  method  to  adopt  in  con- 
sidering the  diarrhoeal  mortality),  no  less  than  1,110  per- 
sons died  from  this  cause. 


In  the  chart  on  the  opposite  page  is  set  out  in 
diagrammatic  form  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  during  each  fortnight  of  1904  and  the  three 
preceding  years. 


What  strikes  one  at  once  from  such  a representation 
is  that  during  the  early  part  of  each  of  the  years,  and  also 
at  the  latter  end  of  each  year,  only  a few  deaths  have  been 
certified  as  due  to  these  two  causes,  but  that  during  the 
period  of  hot  weather  the  number  of  deaths  is  enormously 
increased.  It  is  probably  fair  to  assume  that  on  an 
average  about  ten  deaths  occur  every  fortnight  from  non- 
epidemic types  of  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis;  and  if  this 
number  had  continued  uniformly  throughout  tlu'  yeaf 
11)0  1.  it  would  hav('  giv('n  rise'  to  al)out  260  deaths,  so 
that  it  inav  safelv  Ix'  alh'ged  that  tlu;  remainiim'  850  deaths 
were  due  to  ])iarrlHea  and  Enteritis  of  a special  and 
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dilTereiit  typo  to  that  occurring  in  the  earlier  months. 
'Pliis  latter  group  may  well  he  called  the  “ hot  weather  ” 
gi’oup  of  Diarrhma  deaths. 


Tn  the  accompanying  table  is  set  out  the  ages  at  death 
of  the  registered  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
during  each  of  the  four  tpiarters  of  the  year.  It  will  he 
noted  how  dilferent  the  figures  for  the  third  quarter  are 
fioin  those  for  the  first  and  second  quarters.  For  the 
sake  of  completeness,  the  deaths  have  been  tabulated 
during  the  first  year  in  months,  afterwards  in  years  uj'i  to 
ten,  and  then  in  quinquennial  or  decennial  periods. 


DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 


l.st 

Quarter. 


Under  1 month  ..  7 

Between  1 and  2 months  10 

II  2 and  3 „ 11 

I!  3 and  4 II  12 

II  4 and  5 n 8 

II  5 and  6 « 5 

II  6 and  7 n 1 

■I  7 and  8 n 3 

II  8 and  On  4 

II  9 and  10  n 2 

II  10  and  11  „ '2 

II  11  and  12  n 2 

Total  under  1 year  ...  67 

Between  1 and  2 years  ...  s 

II  2 and  3 n ...  2 

II  3 and  4 „ ...  u 

II  4 and  5 n ...  1 


Total  under  5 years  ...  78 

Between  5 and  10 years...  0 

II  10  and  15  II  ...  0 

II  15  and  20  0 

II  20  and  25  0 

II  25  and  35  n ...  1 

II  35  and  45  n ...  2 

•I  45  and  55  i-  ..  0 

!■  55  and  65  i ...  1 

II  G5  and  75  3 

II  75  and  85  i.  ...  1 

At  85  years  and  upwards  0 

All  aj;es ^^^5 


2nd 

lird 

4th 

Quarter. 

Quarter 

Quarter. 

^■ear. 

2 

23 

5 

37 

4 

48 

7 

69 

5 

74 

11 

101 

5 

90 

12 

119 

2 

94 

8 

112 

7 

73 

9 

94 

4 

78 

8 

91 

1 

52 

4 

60 

2 

45 

2 

53 

4 

38 

4 

48 

2 

27 

6 

37 

2 

26 

5 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

668 

81 

856 

4 

119 

14 

145 

3 

11 

0 

16 

0 

7 

•J 

9 

0 

• ; 

2 

5 

47 

807 

99 

1031 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

2 

6 

4 

12 

2 

9 

3 

15 

4 

11 

6 

24 

1 

4 

3 

9 

0 

2 

0 

•} 

60 

815 

119 

1110 

l)n,  l , 1 r ''"■""■'■'I  I'- 

'i.nilii.M  1111,1  „l,so  In,,,,  iMitentis,  toj-othoi-  with  tho  incliii 
Uiii|i.-iatiiiv  „ii,l  i,„iir,i||,  iii-o  I . 

miiitbei-  oI  years  ; — 
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'Deaths  diiviiig  each  year. 


During  3rd  Quarter. 


l>iaiTlia‘a. 

Kuteritis. 

Total. 

Deaih-nite 
per  l.OOu.  ' 

Moan 

Viaperaimc. 

Ituijifull  in 
inches. 

(lay.s  willi  Olu 
nriiiore  of  rain 

1887 

. . 550 

60 

610 

1-46 

.58-9 

5-62 

31 

1888 

...  305 

60 

365 

0-87 

55-7 

9-58 

49 

1889 

..  465 

56 

521 

1-23 

57-6 

6-62 

39 

*1890 

...  434 

101 

535 

1-23 

58-0 

7-39 

42 

1891 

..  320 

107 

427 

0-99 

57-3 

7-27 

48 

11892 

..  443 

104 

547 

1-13 

57-0 

9-22 

41 

1893 

..  828 

200 

1028 

2-11 

600 

5-61 

46 

1894 

..  256 

148 

404 

0-82 

54  9 

7-18 

45 

1895 

..  605 

282 

887 

1-79 

59-6 

6-45 

44 

*189G 

..  589 

309 

898 

1-76 

57-7 

7-33 

47 

1897 

..  923 

.521 

1441 

2-86 

.58-3 

7-24 

35 

1998 

..  668 

544 

1212 

2-37 

58-7 

4‘50 

21 

1899 

..  831 

580 

1411 

2-74 

61-2 

4-98 

34 

1900 

..  613 

409 

1022 

1-97 

60-2 

5-43 

31 

1901 

..  792 

206 

998 

1-91 

60-7 

.5'91 

26 

*1902 

..  412 

122 

534 

0-99 

57  1 

7-51 

47 

1903 

..  588 

136 

724 

1-36 

57-4 

9-85 

49 

1904 

..  955 

155 

1110 

2-07 

58-8 

5-75 

31 

* 53  weeks.  t Enlarged  City. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  death-rate  from  this  cause 
of  death  was  greater  during  1904  than  in  any  of  ihe  other 
years  during  the  period,  except  1893,  1897,  1898,  and 
1899.  From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  prac- 
tically in  the  years  with  high  temperature  the  mortality- 
late  is  greatest.  Mean  temperatures,  however,  for  such 
a purpose  are  somewhat  misleading,  as  they  do  not 
altogether  indicate  the  continuance  of  hot  weather. 


Comparing  the  mortality-rate  from  Diarrhoea  only  in 
Birmingham  with  that  in  14  of  the  lai’gest  towns,  the 
Begistrar-G-eiK'ral  giv(\s  the  following  figures  in  his 


Annual  Summary  : — 

Mean  of  10  years 

1904. 

1894-1903. 

London  ... 

1-04 

078 

Liverpool 

2-52 

1-42 

Manchester 

1 37 

134 

Birmingham 

1-76 

1-27 

Leeds 

0.99 

1-04 

Shefifield 

1-35 

1-42 

Bristol  

0'51 

0-62 

Bradford  ... 

0-83 

0-80 

West  Ham 

2-08 

1-23 

Hull  

2-08 

1-46 

Nottingham 

1-37 

1-18 

Salford 

1-66 

1-55 

Newcastle... 

0-51 

078 

Leicester  ... 

1-.31 

1-31 

The  lowest  rates  were  recorded  in  King’s  Norton  0.24, 
in  Hastings  0.30,  and  in  Burton-on-Trent  0.33  ; the  highest 
rates  being  2.08  in  West  Ham  and  Hull,  in  Bootle  2. 1C, 
and  in  Liverpool  2.62. 


Diarrhuea  in 
large  towns. 
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DiaiTliir-a 
in  wanls. 


Special 
enquiry  into 
iliarrlnen 
(leallis. 


Oil.'  iiiiiiorbMit  |)oiiit  in  rxinmni ii-'  t.lu'  rnortiilii y-vni.' 
in  otliHf  towns  tor  Inst  v.'iir  is  that  in  s.'V.'ral  instances  th.' 
Diavrh.ra  mortality  .liminishod  instead  ol  mcivasi'd.  as  ni 
so  manv  t)!'  ih(  in.'  In  this  n'speet  tlie  conditions  in  t>ir- 
mino-ha'in  rosenibh'  thosi'  in  the  majority  of  other  towns 
\\h('r(.‘  an  increase  rather  tlian  a decrease  ^^as  noted. 


So  far  as  Birniinghain  is  conem-ned.  the  mortality 
I’rom  Diarrluna  and  Enteritis  varii'd  ^ni'atly  in  the  different 
wards  of  the  City,  as  indicated  below.  In  8t.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Ward  it  was  no  less  than  -1.3  per  1.000.  while  in 
St.  Mary’s  and  St.  George’s  Wards  it  was  over  3 per 
1.000.  It  was  lowest  in  Edf?haston  and  TTarborne  and 
Bordesley  Wards. 


Ward. 

Ue.Htli-n.te  front 
niarrho-a  and  Knteritis. 

Rotton  Park 

1-80 

All  Saints’ 

1-95 

Ladywooei  ... 

1-70 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

2-30 

St.  George’s  

3-08 

St.  Stephen’s 

2-71 

St.  Mary’s 

3-60 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

4-30 

^larket  Hall 

1-42 

St.  Thomas’  

1-97 

St.  Martin’s 

1-72 

Edgbastou  and  Harborne 

1-12 

Deritend 

2-73 

Bordesley 

1-22 

Duddeston  ... 

2-47 

Nechells 

2-34 

Balsall  Heath 

1-42 

Saltley 

1-69 

information  which  can 

be  obtained  from  the 

r.'gistration  figures  as  to  causes  of  death  is  not,  however, 
as  valuable  as  the  information  which  has  been  obtained 
from  enquiry  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  into  the  condi- 
tions which  exist  at  the  houses  where  Diarrhoea  deaths 
have  occurred.  ’Phis  enquiry  was  not  commenced  till  the 
Ix'ginning  of  the  third  (piarter,  and  therefore  only  relates 
to  a portion  of  the  deaths.  .Again,  in  the  case  of  thost' 
p.'i'sons  who  died  from  Diarrhma  and  Old  Age,  or  from 
niarrho'a  and  Tiiherculosis,  etc.,  no  enquiry  was  made: 
ind('(xl.  so  far  as  the  following  figure's  are  concerned,  the 
('lupiiry  has  been  liiriite'd  to  children  under  five  years  of 
ag('.  In  a f('w  instance's  the'  parents  or  relatives  of  the 
ele'e'e'ase'd  had  re'inoved  eir  gone'  away  to  the  country  imme- 
diat.'ly  aft.'r  the  death,  so  that  informatie'ui  in  respect  of 
dii'se'  was  neff  available,  and  the'refore  the'  group  enquired 
inlet  det.'s  not  include  all  tluise  under  five  ye^ars  of  age. 
Tilt'  ('iiepiiry  embraced  alte>ge'ther  an  investigation  into 
(0''>  ele'aths  euit  e^f  a teital  of  023  ele'aths  which  occurre'd 
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(liifiiig  the  year  from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  or  Zymotic 
iMiteritis,  or  one  of  the  synonyms  of  these  diseases,  among 
children  under  five  years  of  age.  In  some  few  cases, 
however,  only  a part  of  the  information  required  could  be 
obtained. 

Mortality  from  Diarrhoea  in  Relation  to  Sex. 

Male  infants  die  from  these  two  causes  of  death  mon' 
frequently  than  do  female  infants.  This  occurs  at  prac- 
tically all  age  groups,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tabular 
statement  below,  showing  the  number  of  males  and  females 
(at  each  age  group  up  to  five  years')  who  died  from  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  and  Zymotic  Enteritis  from  duly  to  December 
(inclusive),  1904  : — 


Deaths  from  Di.-^rrhoea. 


Age 

-Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Excess 

of 

Male.s 

over 

Females. 

Excess 

of 

Females 

over 

Males. 

Under  1 month 

15 

4 

19 

275% 

1 month  it  under  2 months 

47 

29 

76 

62% 

— 

2 months 

3 

>) 

43 

54 

97 

26% 

3 „ 

4 

53 

51 

104 

4% 

— 

4 „ 

5 

yy 

51 

28 

79 

82% 

5 

6 

yy 

39 

37 

76 

5% 

— 

6 „ 

>> 

7 

yy 

36 

32 

68 

12% 

— 

7 „ 

8 

yy 

16 

20 

36 

— 

25% 

8 

»> 

9 

18 

24 

42 

— 

33% 

9 

yf 

10 

yy 

16 

15 

31 

7% 

— 

10  „ 

yy 

11 

14 

11 

25 

27% 

— 

11  „ 

yt 

1 

year 

15 

17 

32 

— 

13% 

1 year  & 

under 

2 

years 

53 

42 

95 

26% 

— 

2 years 

)» 

3 

yy 

5 

4 

9 

25% 

__ 

3 

>> 

4 

yy 

4 

5 

9 

— 

25% 

4 „ 

yy 

5 

yy 

Clearly  the  above  figures  show  that  in  respect  of 
these  diseases  male  infants  are  more  liable  to  the  disease 
in  its  fatal  form,  every  allowance  being  made  for  the  fact 
that  more  males  are  born  than  females.  (During  1904 
there  were  110  males  born  for  every  100  females.) 

Previous  Health  of  Infant. 

During  the  enquiry  the  Health  Visitors  ascertained 
in  each  case  whether  the  child  was  in  good  health  before 
the  fatal  illness  commenced,  or  in  indifferent  or  bad 
health.  The  results  confirm  clinical  experience  and 
former  similar  enquiries  that  the  largest  number  of 
children  attacked  are  in  good  and  robust  health  at  the 
time.  This  disease  does  not,  therefore,  kill  off  the  weakly, 
but  is  particularly  fatal  among  the  healthy  children. 


Special  enquiry 
into  (liarrhfea 
(leath.s 
(riittliiiuid). 
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Spei'ial  eiiqiiiiy 
into  (liarrlnfii 
lieiiths 
(coiitinucil). 


eiU'MOUS  IlKAl.TM  OK  INKANTS. 

.Inly,  Aug., 
ami  Sept. 

Oct.,  -Nov., 
ami  Dec. 

'I'otal 

Good  Health 

307 

32 

399 

InditTereut  or  Doubtful  ealtli 

158 

20 

178 

Bad  Health 

201 

20 

221 

Ifolisc  Accoinmodation  m relation  to  Deaths  from 
Diarrha’.a. 


OiK'  ol'  l;li('  most  iiit('r('‘Sting  facts  brought  out  by  the 
ll(‘:iltli  N'isitors’  l'ou|uiry  is  that  for  practical  purposes  all 
tiu'  (loatlis  occurred  lu  tlu'  small  liouses  occupi(*d  by  the 
artisan  class(‘s.  that  is  to  say,  this  enormous  mortality 
among  infants  is  limited  to  the  working  classes.  No 
deaths  occurred  in  any  middle-class  or  better-class  houses 
during  the  time  of  the  enquiry.  In  a few  instances  cases 
were  investigated  of  deaths  in  houses  of  six,  seven,  or 
('ight  rooms,  but  in  each  of  these  there  were  special  cir- 
cumstances which  brought  them  within  the  meaning  of 
artisan  houses. 


In  the  table  following,  the  deaths  in  each  Health 
X'isitor’s  district  are  S(‘t  out  in  redation  to  house  accommo- 
dation. 


NUMIiKK  OF  DE.\Tns  IN  HOlTSKiS  OF  V.AHIOUS  SIZES. 


Distkic’I'. 

1 

O 

a 

4 

f> 

(i 

7 

Over  8 

room 

rooms 

roo]iis 

rooms 

rooms 

rooms 

rooms 

rooms 

rooms 

1 

1 

2 

38 

19 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

39 

4 

2 





3 

— 

3 

46 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

G 

51 

12 

4 



- 



5 

— 

— 

65 

17 

2 







0 

— 

3 

46 

18 

1 

1 





7 

2 

2 

58 

4 

— 



1 

2 

- 

8 

1 

2 

57 

29 

3 





1 

9 

— 

1 

66 

20 

3 



0 

— 

10 

— 

— 

32 

3 

1 



- 

___ 

_ 

11 

2 

— 

25 

5 

2 

■ 

1 

12 

— 

2 

51 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

22 

574 

153 

22 

1 

6 

4 

0 

Number  of  houses  1 

■— 

■ 

in  Birmingham,  1 

1085 

4054 

34753 

14742 

55.308 

Census  1901  ...  J 

Houses  of  each  class  \ 

invaded  with  fatal 

(>•5 

5-4 

16-5 

10-4 

•6 

1 harrlima  per  KXX)  | 
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In  a general  way  it  has  always  been  recognised  that 
J.^iarrh(pa  in  its  fatal  form  was  more  prevalent  among  tlm 
poorer  classes  than  among  the  better  classes,  but  the 
foregoing  statement  gives  this  gc'neral  impression  in  a 
much  more  accurate  form.  Indeed,  it  indicates  veiy  clearly 
that,  for  one  reason  or  another,  the  middle  and  better 
classes  are  able  to  prevent  their  infants  from  contracting 
this  fatal  disease,  whether  the  children  be  breast-fed  or 
bottle-fed.  It  also  clearly  indicates  that  effort  in  the 
direction  of  preventhig  the  spread  of  the  disease  must  be 
chiefly  directed  among  the  working  classes — 98J  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths  having  occurred  in  houses  of  five  rooms 
or  under,  and  only  1|  per  cent,  in  houses  of  over  five 
rooms. 

The  distribution  of  deaths  occurring  during  the  whole 
year  will  be  found  on  page  S6,  but  the  information  gained 
from  such  a table  does  not  so  clearly  indicate  the  house 
condition  as  does  the  above  statement. 


The  Cause  of  Death. 


The  causes  of  death  were  certified  to  be  as  follows  : — 


Diarrlioea  aloue 
Epidemio  Diarrhoea  ... 

Epidemic  Enteritis  ... 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  ... 

Summer  Diarrhoea 
Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh  ... 

One  of  the  abo\  e with — 

Vomiting  ...  

Convulsions 

Dentition 

Debility,  Marasmus  or  Exhaustion 
Meningitis 

Other  causes  


92 

135 

336 

3 

11 


3 

76 

6 

121 

15 

34 


For  practical  purposes  ail  the  causes  of  death  in 
this  list  may  be  taken  to  be  one  and  the  same,  and 
probably  should  be  classed  as  Epidemic  Enteritis.  It 
may  be  here  pointed  out  that  this  disease  is  just 
as  definite  and  specific  in  its  nature'  as  is  Mettsles. 
Scarlet  Fever,  or  any  of  the  other  epidemic  diseases, 
diarrhoea  being  one  of  the  most  characteristic  of  its  symp- 
toms. The  specific  germ  or  germs  which  cause  it  have 
not  as  yet  been  recognised,  although  a good  deal  of  investi- 


Special  enquiry 
into  (tiarrluea 
deattis. 
(continued). 
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special  einpiiiy 
into  ili.irrlio'H 
tlcatlis 
{Coiitiiillfd). 


^iitioii  work  is  l)cing  iindertakon  to  find  out  what  germ 
actual ly  causes  it.  Recently  a number  of  investigators  in 
America  have  ascertained  tlu*  presence  of  Bacillus  .Dysen- 
ti'ria'  in  (iB  jier  cent,  of  the  case's  of  this  disease,  and  they 
state'  that  there  a])pears  to  be  some  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  this  germ  in  the  normal  intestine. 


huration  of  the  Disease. 

The  Health  Visitors  made  careful  enquiry  as  to  the 
duration  of  the  illness  in  each  case.  The  time  was  re- 
corded from  the  first  symptom  of  illness  until  death 
occurred.  These  times  are  as  follows  : — 


Uuriition  of  Illness. 

1  day  cr  less  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

1 to  2 days  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  06 

2 „ 3 73 

3 „ 4 71 

4 n 6 M 47 

5 n 6 M ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

6 It  7 It  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  56 

7 „ 8 29 

8 ,i  9 , 21 

9 iilO  „ 26 

10  1,21  „ 131 

Over21  m ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

The  illness  is  therefore  in  a great  many  cases  of  very 
short  duration,  the  most  severe  and  rapid  cases  occurring 
during  the  height  of  the  epidemic  period.  It  will  be 


obvious  from  the  above  that,  if  treatment  is  to  be  of  any 
use,  it  must  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  signs  of  the 
disease  manifest  themselves.  There  is  a tendency  among 
all  classes  of  the  community  to  put  off  sending  for  assist- 
ance in  what  is  thought  may  be  but  a simple  ailment. 
This  disease,  however,  is  so  fatal  and  so  prevalent  among 
the  poorer  working  classes  that  there  seems  to  be  a neces- 
sity for  special  charitable  efl'ort  being  made  to  give  free, 
or  at  a nominal  charge,  the  necessary  help  during  the  few 
weeks  that  the  disease  is  prevalent. 


The  Food  of  the  Infants  who  Died. 

this  is  so  imj)ortant  in  relation  to  the  incid('nc('  of 
fatal  IharrlKX'a  that  the  details  of  the  cases  investigated 
during  !!„.  'riunl  (liiarler  are  given  on  the  opposite'  page. 


Mkthods  of  Fekding  the  Infants  under  Six  Months  old,  who  died  during  the  Third  Quarter  of  1904. 
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Sp(«ciiil  eiiijuiiA 
into  (liiirrlKHii 
ilciiths 

(I'lllltilllinl). 


Uf  the  children  under  three  months  of  age  who  died. 
■I'l  wi're  breast-fed  alone,  while  29  had  breast  and  other 
hnnl.  and  121  had  other  food  alone. 


or  th('  children  between  three  and  six  months  who 
died.  15  were  breast-fed  only,  35  had  l)reast  milk  and 
other  food,  and  LHG  had  other  food  alone. 

Of  all  children  under  six  months  old,  37  were  breast- 
fed alone,  and  371  had  other  food. 

Idiere  is  no  exact  method  of  estimating  the  number 
of  infants  under  six  months  old  and  the  number  fed  at  the 
breast  or  otherwise,  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  state 
the  [)i  ecise  death  lates  from  Diarrhtea  of  those  ted  in  jiar- 
ticidar,  ^Yays.  A fairly  accurate  idea,  ma}',  iKwvever,  be 
obtained  by  a method  which  has  been  recently  suggested. 
Ouring  the  second  and  third  quarters  of  the  year  1901 
there  were  8,394  babies  born.  In  a local  enquiry  in  1903 
it  was  found  that  among  1,000  babies  who  were  not 
suffering  from  any  illness  there  were  : — 

567  babies  breast-fed  alone. 

288  ,,  having  breast  milk  and  other  food. 

145  ,,  fed  on  other  food  alone. 


x\ssuining  that  the  same  })roportions  held  good  among 
all  babies  in  Birmingham — and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  tha  t it  did — there  would  be  at  one  time  the  following 
number  of  babies  under  six  months  old — 

4,759  babies  breast-fed  alone. 

2,418  ,,  having  breast  milk  and  other  food. 

1,217  ,,  fed  on  other  food  alone. 

It  is  now  possible  to  work  out  the  infant  mortality  per 
1,0C0  births  for  children  who  died  in  the  third  quarter  of 
the  year,  and  who  were  under  six  months  of  age. 

I’hese  were  as  follows: — 

7’8  balues  died  per  1,000  births  of  breast-fed  babies. 

26'5  ,,  died  jter  1,000  births  of  babies  luiving 

breast  and  other  food. 

252-3  ,,  died  per  1,000  births  of  babies  having 

no  breast  milk. 

In  Ijiverpool,  with  a limited  number  of  cases,  Ih-. 
llopi'  ioiind  that  among  infants  und('r  three  months  old 
the  incidence  was  15  times  greater  among  bottle-fed 
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111! hies  than  among  those  who  were  breast-fed.  When  the 
whole  of  the  babies  in  a town  are  taken,  the  figures  are 
even  more  striking. 

One  main  indication  from  the  above  is  that  hand- 
feeding among  the  working  classes  should  be  discouraged 
up  to  eight  or  nine  months,  and  that  some  better  substi- 
tute that  the  present  milk  supply  should  be  found  in  those 
cases  where  of  necessity  the  infants  must  be  hand-fed. 

Several  other  questions  have  arisen  out  of  this  en- 
(piiry.  In  the  first  place,  infants  under  six  months  old 
are  in  Birmingham  fed  at  the  breast  in  nearly  57  per 
cent,  of  the  cases,  while  another  29  per  cent,  receive 
both  breast  and  hand-feeding.  Thus  86  per  cent,  of  the 
mothers  either  partly  or  entirely  breast-feed  their  infants. 
This  is  not  what  the  general  public  imagine  is  taking 
place.  There  seems  to  be  a popular  belief  that  among  the 
working  classes  the  majority  of  infants  are  hand-fed. 

Another  popular  error  is  that  among  the  working 
classes  the  mothers  give  up  breast-feeding  without  any 
legitimate  reason.  To  a limited  extent  this  may  be  true, 
but,  from  the  observations  which  have  been  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  there  was  some  definite  and  probably 
sufficient  reason  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Exactly  wTy 
these  women  gave  up  nursing,  and  the  number  of  them 
doing  so,  is  the  subject  of  a further  enquiry  which  is  in 
progress  at  the  present  time. 

Another  interesting  and  well-ascertained  fact  was  that 
the  mortality  was  very  high  among  those  using  a tube 
bottle.  The  numbers  were  as  follows  : — 


Bottlk-fed  Infants  Dying  dduing  the  3rd  Quarter,  1904. 


Age. 

Boat- bottles. 

Tube-bottle.s. 

Under  3 months  old 

32 

Ill 

3 to  6 months  old  ... 

39 

168 

Deaths  in  Families  in  which  Diarrhoea  Deaths  occurred. 

A point  which  strikes  one  as  very  suggestive  is  that 
in  the  families  where  a death  had  taken  place  there  were 
records  of  previous  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  other 
diseases  among  young  infants.  In  one  instance  there 
had  been  12  previous  deaths — making  13  deaths  altogether 
out  of  16.  In  no  less  than  124  cases  the  death  was  that 
of  an  only  child  : the  children  of  the  ignorant  young 
iiiothi'rs  apprar  to  sufler  heavily.  The  ri'sults  obtained 
in  this  respect  arc'  set  out  below  ; — 


Special  enquiry 
into  diarrhoea 
deaths 
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Influeli/a 


FAMILIES  IN  WHICH  DIAKRHIEA  DEATHS  OCCURRED. 


No.  OF  Families  in  which  there  had  been 


Families  with 

' 

1 death. 

2 deaths. 

3 deaths. 

4 deaths. 

X 

J 

0 deaths. 

7 deaths. 

* 

M 

00 

1 9 deaths. 

1 

10  deiiths. 

11  death.s. 

5 

J 

i X 

- a 

1 

a; 

2 

Total 
No.  of 
Families. 

1 child 

124 

1 

1 - 

124 

2 chilflreii 

104 

21 

. • • 

. 

... 

... 

...  ' ...  1 .. 

...  , 12d 

3 

66 

41 

4 

...  ...  ... 

111 

4 

40 

36 

21 

2 



99 

5 

32 

19 

18 

10 

2 



: • • • 

81 

6 11 

7 

19 

16 

13 

5 

. . . 

...  

60 

7 

1 

10 

6 

8 

3 

2 

. . . 

30 

8 

2 

1 

7 

4 

5 

7 

3 

1 

30 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

1 

... 

1 .. 

17 

10 

... 

3 

2 

1 

... 

1 ...  I ... 

11  

... 

2 

2 

...  1 ...  ! 

f) 

12 

1 

1 

1 ...  ' 

3 

13 

...  i 

. • • 

1 

1 

I 3 

14 

1 

1 ...  

1 

15 

...  ...  1 ... 

1 

16  II 

1 

1 

1 

■■■  i 

, 

■' 

1 

OTHER  ZYMO'HC  1 

RSE.ASES. 

infiuenza. — Sixty-eight  deaths 

were  due  to  Influenza. 

as  compared  with  the  following  number  of  deaths  in  the 
previous  13  years  : — 

1891  

244 

1892  

88 

1893  

123 

1894  

29 

1895  

121 

189G  

41* 

1897  

59 

1898  

89 

1899  

150 

1900  

185 

1901  

90 

1902  

76' 

1903  

63 

1904  ...  

*53  weeks. 

68 

'L’he  deaths  occurred  at  various  ages.  Seven  were 
111  children  under  ten  years  of  age,  8 were  in  young  adults 
roin  twenty-five  to  thirty-five,  17  in  persons  aged  from 
thiity-fiye  to  fifty-five,  and  36  in  persons  over  fifty-five. 
Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  29  were  males,  and  39 
females.  Twenty-three  deaths  occurred  during  the  first 
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quarter,  14  in  the  second  quarter,  7 in  the  tliird  (jiiarter, 
and  ‘24  in  the  fourth  quarter. 


Erysipelas. — The  number  of  cases  and  deaths  from 
ihis  disease  whicli  liave  occurred  during  each  of  the  last 
t(m  yeai’s  is  set  out  below  : — 


Ca.ses. 

neatln 

1895 

818 

22 

1896 

782* 

21* 

1897 

585 

21 

1898 

637 

15 

1899 

629 

21 

1900 

678 

26 

1901 

726 

23 

1902 

762* 

.30* 

190.8 

644 

22 

1904 

597 

*53  weeks. 

29 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  be  quite  certain  that  all 
the  cases  which  ought  to  be  reported  are  notified,  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  are  probably  a good  many  reported 
c*ases  which  should  not  be  included  in  the  group  of  cases 
to  bo  notified  as  Erysipelas. 


'Fhe  figui’es  set  out  above  show  that  the  deaths  regis- 
torod  from  this  cause  were  29  in  nund'»er.  Nearly  all  of 
thorn  occm-r(‘d  among  young  infants  or  in  adults  over 
thitrty-five  yeai’s  of  age.  Eight  deaths  occurred  in  children 
iind('r  fiv('  y('ars  of  age,  while  20  occurred  in  adults  over 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  The  fatality-rate  was  4.9  per 
(vuit..  which  is  more  than  that  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


d’he  distribution  of  the  cases  over  the  City  was  some- 
what unequal,  but  it  appears  to  vary  from  year  to  year. 
On  an  average  of  five  years  the  distribution  is  fairly  even, 
so  that  the  infection  is  probably  everywdiere  present,  and 
attacks  of  the  disease  depend  upon  the.  degree  of  immunity, 
and  also  on  the  existence  of  some  skin  abrasion  enabling 
the  germ  to  enter  the  system. 

The  disease  is  one  which  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  sanitary  authority.  In 
ci'rtain  cases,  however,  it  is  of  extreme  importance,  as,  for 
instance,  in  houses  where  women  are  about  to  be  con- 
fined. or  where  children  have  to  he  vaccinated. 


Puerperal  Fever. — Twenty-seven  deaths  were  regis- 
tered as  due  to  Puerperal  Fever,  as  compared  with  21 
df'aths  in  the  previous  year.  The  notified  cases  and 
deaths  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Kiysii)elas. 


Cuerperal 

fever. 


Cases. 

Ueath.s, 

1895 

24 

15 

1896 

31* 

21* 

1897 

17 

9 

1898 

'24 

14 

1899 

30 

14 

1900 

39 

26 

1901 

32 

28 

1902 

35* 

22* 

1903 

31 

21 

1904 

36 

27 

*53  weeks. 

e above  list  it  will  be 

seen  that  about  two 

(nit  of  (ivi'ry  three  iiotifiod  Ciises  of  th(^  disease  died.  During 
tlie  last  fiv('  years  tlie  fatality-rate  jier  100  notified  cases 


was  ; — ■ 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 


66- 7  % 
87-5% 
62  8% 

67- 7  % 
75-0  % 


This  fatality  is,  however,  probably  too-  high  on 
account  of  a large  number  of  cases  esca]')ing  notification 
for  one  reason  or  another,  'hhere  is,  unfortunately,  no 
good  definition  of  the  e:xpression  “ Puerp('ral  Fever,”  so 
that  at  the  pi'esent  time  anjdhing  from  the  most  trivial 
rise  of  tenpierature  duo  to  a slight  abrasion  up  to  the 
most  severe  general  septicaemia  may  he  counted  as  a case 
of  Puerperal  Fever,  .\inong  the  milder  cases  it  is  almost 
certain  that  (here  is  a difficulty  in  distinguishing  them 
from  many  conditions  which  an'  not  due  to  the  absorption 
of  septic  matter. 

Tf  the  number  of  deaths  is  divided  into  the  number 
of  children  born  during  the  yc'ar.  then  one  death  occurred 
from  Puerperal  Fever  among  every  62fi  mothers.  It  is 
to  be  hop('(l  that  the  Midwivc's  Act  which  is  coming  into 
o]i('ration  will  in  time  somewhat  reduce  the  number  of 
deaths.  From  all  availahle  information,  however,  it  is 
likely  that  the  statements  which  were  made  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Act  were  somewhat  exaggerated  in  this 
respect,  in  so  far  as  they  alleged  that  there  would  be  a 
n'duction  almost  to  the  vanishing  point  of  Puerperal 
I'^'i’er  hy  the  abolition  of  the  untrainecl  midwife. 

Maiiy  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  H('alth  Com- 
tnittf'e  (luring  the  year  in  which  there  S('emed  to  be 
strong  reasons  hw  believing  that,  had  pr(')p('r  hospital 
tr('atm('nt  be(^n  availabh'  lor  the  )4ati('nts,  useful  livt'S 
might  have  be('n  saved.  .\t  th('  pn'sent  time  th('  only 
hospitals  admitting  such  cases  are  thos('  in  connection 
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with  the  workhouses,  and  it  is  scarcely  reasonable  to 
expect  that  persons  of  the  artisan  class  would  under  any 
conditions  avail  themselves  of  this  provision.  Such  cases, 
although  regarded  as  infectious,  could  not  be  admitted 
into  the  City  Fever  Hospitals  on  account  of  the  large 
amount  of  septic  infection  which  always  exists  in  such 
places.  It  therefore  seems  desirable  that  some  institu- 
tion should  arrange  to  admit  these  cases  for  proper  treat- 
ment. Were  this  done  and  made  generally  known  amongst 
the  medical  profession,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a certain 
number  of  lives  of  mothers  would  be  saved  every  year. 


Til  continuation  of  this  subject,  it  may  be  noted  that  chiia-birtii. 
the  number  of  deaths  of  mothers  during  child-birth  from 
diseases  or  accidents  other  than  Puerperal  Fever  was  28, 
so  that  altogether  the  deaths  of  55  women  took  place 
during  the  year  from  diseases  or  accidents  during  child- 
birth, which  gives  a fatality  of  one  mother  in  every  307 
births. 


TUBEECULAIT  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  all  its  Tubercuinr 
forms  was  1,071,  as  compared  with  1,025  and  1,093  in  the 
two  previous  years.  The  table  which  was  printed  in  the 
report  for  1903  has  been  repeated  here,  giving  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  from  each  of  the  recognised  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis. 


DISEASE. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis  . . . 
Tubercular 

66 

47 

66 

61 

57 

64 

78 

104 

131 

92 

113 

107 

Meningitis 

63 

68 

94 

76 

79 

102 

63 

56 

88 

63 

73 

73 

Phthisis  

Other  forms  of 

775 

630 

718 

694 

679 

718 

841 

847 

903 

874 

I 

754 

806 

Tuberculosis  .. 

141 

114 

127 

121 

122 

70 

96 

71 

83 

64 

85 

85 

Total  deaths 

1045 

869 

1005 

952 

937 

954 

1078 

1078 

1205 

1093 

1025  1071 

Mortality  rate  ... 

2-15 

1-75 

2-02 

1-87 

186 

1-87 

210 

2-08 

2-30 

2-04 

1-93 

2-00 

*53  weeks. 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  Tuberculosis  of  the  Piahisi.s. 
Lungs  causes  a much  larger  number  of  deaths  than  any 
other  form  of  tuberculosis;  indeed,  it  is  the  one  in  regard 
to  which  special  attention  is  being  directed  as  it  is  the 
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form  which  is  infectious.  Probably  very  little  infected 
matter  is  given  off  by  the  disease  when  it  attacks  other 
|)art.s  of  the  body. 


Phthisis  amoii"  ( )f  the  806  deaths  from  E^hthisis,  518  were  in  males, 

males  and  • /.  • ji  i f a 

fmnaies.  aiui  oiily  288  111  females,  that  is  to  sa}',  the  mortality- 
rate  was  1.99  for  males  and  1.03  for  females.  There  is, 
therefore,  either  a much  greater  tendency  to  phthisis 
amongst  males,  or  else  the  chances  of  becoming  infected 
amongst  them  in  a city  like  Birmingham  are  very  much 
greater  than  amongst  females.  Tn  certain  of  the  indus- 
trial towns  it  is  known  that  the  disproportion  in  this 
r('S[)('ct  is  as  great  as  it  is  in  Birmingham.  The  806 
deaths  occurred  amongst  males  and  females  at  the  fol- 


mg  ages  ; — 

1904. 

Ueittli.i 

fniiii  Plitliisi.s. 

A Res. 

-Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  1 year 

5 

0 

5 

1 to  5 years 

13 

8 

21 

5 to  10  .. 

2 

3 

5 

10  to  15  „ 

2 

9 

15  to  20  „ 

. . . 

20 

22 

42 

20  to  25  „ 

37 

30 

67 

25  to  35  „ 

111 

G4 

176 

35  to  45  M 

130 

71 

201 

45  to  55  M 

122 

54 

176 

55  to  G5  It 

5G 

27 

83 

G5  to  75  It 

... 

19 

0 

19 

75  to  85  It 

• . . 

1 

2 

3 

85  and  upwards 

... 

0 

0 

0 

518 

288 

806 

It  will  he  observed 

that  the 

incidence,  so 

far  as 

indicated  by  deaths,  is  about  efjually  heavy  among  males 
and  females  under  twenty  years  of  age.  .Xbove  twenty 
_\ears  of  age  the  deaths  are  very  much  more  numerous 
.unong  males.  At  the  age  groups  from  twenty-five  to 
sixty-five,  the  mortality-rate  per  1,000  is  more  than  twice 
as  heavy  among  males  as  it  is  among  females. 


Phthisic  ami 

vario.ia 

ticnipalioii.s. 


In  th('  lu'xt  tahl('  is  shown  thi'  occupation 
lias  heim  n'corded  of  the  pi'rsons  who  died 
disease  : — 


w here 
from 


this 

llu' 
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General  and  Factory  Labourers... 

Males. 

ro  1 Tin  Plate  Workers  and  Tinners  6 

Warehousemen,  Clerks  and 

1 Kail  way  Goods  Porters  ... 

...  5 

Packers... 

24 

i Hawkers  ... 

4 

Brass  Workers  of  all  kinds 

21 

Grinders  ... 

4 

Turners,  Fitters  and  Mechanics 

20 

Bakers 

4 

Brass  Casters 

16 

Army  Pensioners... 

4 

Brass  Polishers  ... 

16 

Grocers 

4 

Carpenters,  Cabinet  Makers,  etc. 

14 

Schoolmasters 

4 

Publicans  and  Barmen  ... 

13 

Electricians 

3 

Painters  ... 

12 

Basket  and  Mat  Makers... 

3 

Jewellers  and  Electro-plate 

Tool  Makers 

3 

Workers 

15 

Engine  Drivers  ... 

3 

Carters,  Cab  Drivers  and  Gi\)oms 

17 

Gas  Fitters 

...  3 

Wire  and  Tube  Drawers 

11 

Galvauizei’S 

...  3 

Cycle  Makers 

10 

Drapers  ... 

...  3 

Pearl  Workers 

10 

Tailors 

...  3 

Iron  Polishers  and  Filers 

10 

Other  classified  trades  ... 

...  25 

Gun  Makers  and  Finishers 

10 

Trades  not  classified 

..  92 

Bricklayers 

9 

Children  14  years  of  age 

and 

Iron  Casters 

8 

under  ... 

...  17 

Leather  XA’orkers 

Blacksmiths 

7 

6 

Total 

...  518 

Printers  and  Compositors 

6 ! 

Classified  trades  ... 

Female.s. 

7 

Children  14  years  of  age 

and  under  ..  ...  ...  14 

Trades  not  classified 

, , 

267 

Total 288 


The  above  figures  indicate  very  clearly  the  necessity 
for  investigation  in  regard  to  the  trades  and  the  condi- 
tions of  life  which  render  men  so  much  more  susceptible, 
or  which  expose  them  so  much  more,  to  the  infection  of 
tuberculosis.  Such  an  investigation  will  in  time  he  made 
by  the  recently-appointed  tuberculosis  inspector.  It  is 
now'  pretty  definitely  pro7ed  that  a great  many  occupa- 
tions predispose  to  phthisis,  and  the  mere  fact  that  so 
many  more  men  than  women  are  employed  would  almost 
by  itself  account  for  the  above  difference. 

There  arc,  however,  other  causes  in  operation  which  wahisisa-Ki 
are  most  important.  .\mong  these  it  has  hecui  found 
during  recent  years  that  phthisical  jiatients  freqiumtly 
congregate  in  public-houses,  and  that  in  a considerable 
number  of  cases  the  smoking  rooms  in  puldic-houses  are 
infected,  and  that  persoirs  frequenting  them  are  more 
liable  therefore  to  be  exposed  to  infection  than  those  who 
do  not — other  things,  of  course,  being  equal. 

The  chart  which  apjieared  in  last  year’s  rejiort  is  phthisis  chart, 
again  inserted  in  this  one,  with  the  addition  of  the  figures 
for  1902  and  1903.  These  figures  show  a considerable  drop 
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Notitt<’ati<>ii 
of  phtliisis. 


Syphilis 


AU-oholism. 


ill  tho  case  of  the  Biniiiii”liaiii  registration  districts,  and 
it  is  inten^ti iig  to  note*  that  the  small  rise  which  took 
place  during  the  last  few  years  has  been  followed  hy  a 
decline. 

• Itiiring  lOO-l  a resolution  was  jiassc'd  hy  the  Health 
( 'oiiiiiiitti'c  gi\ing  instructions  as  ri'gards  the  vohiniary 
uotiticatiou  of  Phthisis.  Sevei’al  arrangements  had 
to  he  completed  before  this  scheme  could  be  put  into 
opi'ration,  and  thcrefori*  the  notification  was  not  eom- 
ni('UC('d  until  tlu*  yt'ar  100.5.  'Jdie  |»rocedure  adopted  on 
notiheation  will  la'  described  in  the. next  Annual  ]t('port. 


OTI-fEK  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Sijphilis. — d'his  disease  caused  ‘2’2  deaths.  I'ourteen 
were  in  infants  uiuh'r  one  year  of  age,  and  it  is  presumable 
that  each  of  the  deaths  was  due  to  hereditary  syphilis, 
'fhrc'o  deaths  occurred  in  children  aged  from  one  to  four 
yi'ars,  while  the  other  deatlis  were  in  adults  over  twenty 
years  of  age. 

dMie  attf'iition  of  the  IP'alth  ]')cpartinent  was  drawn 
during  the  year  to  an  instance  in  which  one  person  had 
spread  the  disease  to  several  others  (7  was  mentioned 
as  the  number  known  to  have  been  infected),  and 
apparently  continued  to  cause  its  spread,  without,  how- 
ever, our  having  an  opportunity  of  stepping  in  and  pre- 
venting it. 

Alco]iolis)n. — Eight  persons  died  of  acute  alcoholism, 
and  24  of  chronic  alcoholism.  Of  these  82  deaths,  5 oc- 
curred in  persons  aged  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five,  11 
in  jiersons  between  thirty-five  and  forty-five,  6 in  jiersons 
between  forty-five  and  fifty-five,  9 in  persons  between 
fifty-fiv('  and  sixty-five,  and  1 in  a person  over  sixty-five. 
'riKU’c  were.  12  males  and  20  females.  The  total  number 
of  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  past  ten  years  were 


as  follows  : — 

1895 

32 

1900 

27 

1896 

57 

1901 

44 

1897 

56 

1902 

24 

1898 

19 

1903 

31 

1899 

43 

1904 

32 

The  figures,  owing  to  our  very  defective  system  of 
registration  of  deaths,  do  not  give  us  an  accurate  idea  of 
th('  exti'ut  to  which  death  is  due  to  alcohol  directly  or 
indirectly. 


CHART  No.  6. 


260 


?60 

250 

24-0 

230 

220 

210 

200 

\/90 

m 

no 

m 

150 

no 

\I50 
Vao 
* no 


250 

240 

230 

220 

210 

200 

190 

ISO 

170 

160 

ISO 

J40 

130 

J20 

no 


\ 


► ’ 

ir- 
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Closely  allied  to  the  above  disease  is  that  of  Cirrhosis 
of  the  Liver.  The  deaths  from  this  cause  ai'o  not,  how- 
ever, h}’^  any  means  all  due  to  alcoholism,  hut  a large 
majority  of  them  are.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  is  set  out  along  with  those'  from  alcoholism  in 
the  statement  below  : — 

• Cirrhosis  of  Cirrho.sis  of 


Alcoholism. 

Liver. 

Alcoholism. 

Liver. 

1895 

32 

86 

1900 

27 

Ill 

1S9(! 

57 

80 

1901 

44 

94 

1897 

56 

112 

1902 

24 

95 

1898 

49 

91 

1903 

31 

100 

1899 

43 

92 

1904 

32 

71 

Cancer. — In  the  following  tables  are  set  out  some  of  Cancer, 
the  Cancer  Statistics  for  Birmingham,  with  certain  com- 
parative figures  — 

Total  deaths  from  Death-rate  per  Death-rate  per 
Cancer  in  Dir-  1,000  in  Dinning-  1,000  in  Kngland 

mingham.  ham.  and  Wales. 


1895 

332 

■67 

• • • 

•75 

1896 

346* 

•08 

> . . 

•70 

1897 

376 

•74 

• < • 

•78 

1898 

342 

•67 

■80 

1899 

386 

•75 

» . • 

•83 

1900 

308 

•71 

•83 

1901 

395 

•76 

• • • 

•84 

1902 

383* 

•72 

•84 

1903 

413 

•78 

•87 

1901 

400 

■74 

... 

~ 
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weedes. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

luring  1904. 

.Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Uneier  1 year  ... 

1 

3 

4 

1 and  uneiei 

5 years . . . 

0 

0 

0 

5 

10  n ... 

1 

0 

1 

10 

15  M ... 

0 

0 

0 

15 

20  „ ... 

0 

1 

1 

20 

25  ..  ... 

1 

5 

0 

25 

35  

4 

8 

12 

35  ti 

45  .... 

...  17 

24 

41 

45 

55  ..  ... 

...  .54 

6)0 

114 

55 

()5  11  ... 

48 

46 

94 

65 

75  M 

...  40 

54 

94 

75 

85  ... 

5 

25 

3J 

85  and  upwards 

1 

2 

3 

Total 

...  172 

228 

400 

Premature  Birth. 

No  It'ss  than  377  children  die'd  from  this  cause'  during  Premature 
the  year  1904.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  '' 
deaths  from  Premature  Birth  during  the  last  ten  years, 
together  with  the  mortality-rate  for  Birmingham  com- 
pared with  that  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


52 


Bronchitis. 


Piieiiinoiiia 


DeHtlis. 

Death-rate  per  1,000. 

Birniiiigliam. 

Knglaiul  and  \>ales. 

1895 

376 

•76 

57 

189G 

384 

’76 

06 

1897 

425 

■84 

■57 

1898 

372 

73 

■58 

1899 

367 

■71 

■58 

1900 

353 

•68 

■57 

1901 

349 

■67 

■57 

19f2 

361 

■67 

■57 

1903 

365 

■68 

■57 

1904 

377 

■70 

1 n addition 

to  the  above 

mortality  then 

is  another  large 

^I'ouj)  of  (li'aths  of  young  infants  duo  to  l>obility  at  Birth 
(233),  Atoh'ctasis  (20),  Want  of  Broast-inilk  (23),  Atrophy, 
Dehility,  and  Marasmus  (338),  and  Convulsions  (182). 
Excluding  tho  doatlis  from  Convulsions,  we  have  a total 
of  1,0'17  children  who  died  of  prematurity  or  dehility 
shortly  after  hirth — truly  an  enormous  proj.)ortion,  and 
I'opresenting  one  death  among  every  sixteen  children  hoin 
during  the  year. 

Bronchitis . — In  a City  like  BirmiTigham  it  is  to  he 
expected  that  ihe  numher  of  cases  of  acute  or  chronic 
Th'onchitis  will  he  large.  No  less  than  1,073  ]iersons  died 
from  Bronchitis  in  its  acute  or  chronic  form.  Of  this 
muTd)er  the  large  majority  of  the  acute  cases  occurred 
among  yo\mg  children,  while  the  chronic  cases  occurred 
mostly  among  elderly  persons. 

Comiiaring  the  death-rates  in  Birmingham  with  those 
in  England  and  Wales  for  tin*  last  t('n  years,  we  get  the 


following  figures  : — 

1895  

Death-1 

Birmingham. 

'1-^2 

•ate  per  1,000. 

i‘'.iiglan(l  ami  Wales 

1 97 

1896  

2-l\ 

153 

1897  

2 10 

1 50 

1898  

— 

D48 

1 899  

— 

1-61 

1900  

— 

169 

1901  

2-06 

136 

1902  

1 ■88 

132 

1903  

169 

Ml 

1904  

200 

. 

Pocumonin. — Similar  figun's  are  given  in  regard  to 
the  mortality-rate  from  this  disease  : — 


1895  ... 

Death 

Birmingham. 

-rate  per  1,000. 

knginnd  ami  Wale.s 

MS 

M7 

1 896 

M3 

M5 

1897 

1-51 

M2 

1898  ... 

— 

1^12 

1899  ... 

— 

n25 

IfOO 

...  — 

137 

1901 

173 

M5 

1902  ... 

1-60 

1 41 

1903 

M5 

122 

1904 

n67 

• • • ■ _ 
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Accidents. — Niiicty-niiic  persons  died  from  suffoca-  Accidents, 
tioii  as  the  registered  cause  of  death.  This  gives  a mor- 
tality-rate of  .18  per  1,000.  In  the  previous  ten  years 
the  mortality-rate  from  this  cause  of  death  was  as  follows  : 


Death-rate  per  1,000. 

Birmingham.  Kneland  and  Wales. 

1895  ... 

■16 

08 

1896 

■13 

■07 

1897 

•19 

•07 

189*  ... 

■21 

•07 

1899  ... 

■19 

•07 

1900  ... 

■19 

•07 

1901 

•IS 

•06 

1902 

•14 

•06 

1903 

■19 

■06 

1904  ... 

•18 

...  — 

Of  the  total  of  99  deaths  which  occurred  during  1904, 
no  less  than  83  were  in  young  infants  overlain  in  bed, 
and  one  was  a child  over  one  year  of  age.  This  number  is, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  a very  high  one,  and  indi- 
cates carelessness  or  that  tlu*  custom  of  sleeping  in  bed 
with  young  infants  ]n'evails  a large  extent  in  Birming- 
ham. This  custom  of  mothers  sleejung  in  the  same  bed 
with  very  young  infants  is  one  which  the  Health  Visitors 
are  doing  something  towards  getting  rid  of. 


The  Registrar-General,  in  his  annual  summary  for 
the  year  1904,  gives  the  following  com])arative  statistics 
as  regards  deaths  from  violence  in  Birmingham  and  in 
other  large  towns 


London 

0^64 

Leed.s 

0-52 

Inverpool 

0 79 

Shellicld 

0 55 

Mancliester  ... 

0^72 

Bristol 

051 

Birmingham... 

0^74 

Bradford 

0^50 

DEATHS  IN  rUBEIC  INSTITf^LTONS. 

Tlu're  wei’e  registered  in  Birmingham  during  1904  the  'Deatli.s  in 
dc'aths  of  10,235  pcu’sons.  Of  these,  2,008  occurred  in 
public  institutions,  that  is  to  say,  that  one  out  of  every  5 
deaths,  or  20  pei'  ceiit.,  occurred  in  ])uhlic  institutions  at 
the  ('xpense  of  the  I'ates  or  of  charity. 


In  the  Registrar-General’s  annual  summary,  the  per- 
centage of  ])(U'sons  dying  in  |)uhlic  institutions  either  within 
the  City  or  directly  connected  with  it  is  given.  These 
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lif’urt's  liave  b(‘en  copicMl.  and  are  ns  follows  for  the  ten 
yi'urs  ending  1904  : — 

I’erceiitaKes  to 
'I'otal  Deatlis. 


1895 

189C) 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 


18  4 
IG  8 

16  4 

17  6 

18  1 
20  4 

19  9 
24  7 
23  9 
22  4 


Disinfection. 


1 )fSlNFh:r47NT,  STAd’TOX 


AND  DIRTNFEC'TION. 


Th('  work  doiu^  by  the  stalf  of  disinft'ctors  is  indieated 
in  the  following  table  ; — 


I9t)?. 

1903 

1904. 

House.s  disiufectecl  after  Siiiall-pox 

G7 

229 

10 

,,  „ I’aerperal  Fever 

29 

27 

38 

n „ Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4355 

2410 

1508 

,1  ' ,1  Diphthei-ia  and  Croup 

527 

656 

553 

,,  ,,  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

486 

309 

237 

II  II  Phthisis... 

490 

461 

564 

II  II  ^leasle.s  ...  ...  .. 

67 

89 

114 

Beds  and  Mattresses  disinfected  ... 

6583 

5215 

6564 

Sheets,  Blanket.s  and  Counterpane.s  disinfected  . 

15884 

12182 

11150 

Pillows  and  Bolsters  disinfected 

11215 

7730 

6986 

Garments  disinfected 

23685 

27706 

13167 

Carpets  disinfected 

1127 

1469 

2457 

Other  Articles  disinfected  .. 

3238 

5654 

9940 

During  tlu"  yeiir  ih('  Health  ( 'onnnitt('('  d<'cid('d  to 
instiill  a st'eond  disinfeeting  a|)|>:ii’atiis  at  Ihieehus  J\o;ul 
Disinleeting  St:i(ion.  'Phis  included  anotlu'r  large-si/.ed 
Whishington  Lyon  jritc'nt  disinfector,  and  an  additional 
l'i-hoi'se-|)ow('r  ('ochran  boiler.  It  had  Ix'on  found  on 
several  occasions  that  thi'  amount  of  work  which  could 
b('  accomplislu'd  was  not  sulhcient  to  imaA  tlu'  re(]uir('- 
inents  of  tlu'  C’ity,  and  it  is  hopc'd  fhitt  what  has  been 
provided  will,  during  pf'i’iods  of  ('pidcnnic,  ndievf'  tlu' 
pi'c'ssure  which  projicr  disinfection  would  have  necessi- 
tated. 


DlSlv\SKS  OV  ANUfADK  (’(^1  ^rrN^( ' ABIiE  'PO 

MAN. 

i\rr.  Malcolm,  tlu-  V('t('riuary  Supc'rintendmit  for  the 
City,  has  forwaiah'd  me  th('  following  report  on  IIk'  piH'va- 
li‘nc('  of  sueh  dise:is('s  during  1901 

“ (Ududcr.'f  and  Farcij.  'Phirty-four  cjisc's  of  this 
disi'ase  occurn'd  during  1901.  Wlam  ihis  numbt'r  is 


55 


compared  witli  the  tweiity-lbiir  cases  recorded  in  1903 
(which  exceeded  that  returned  in  j)revioiis  years), 
tliere  is  a clear  record  of  a marked  increase  locally 
of  this  loathsome  and  dangerous  disease.  This  in- 
crease in  Birmingham  corresponds  with  a general 
increase  of  the  disease  in  the  country,  as  is  clearly 
shown  liy  the  recent  registered  returns,  which  are 
as  follo\vs  : — 

ypar.  Number  of  Cases. 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 


1472 

1858 

2370 

2040 

2499 

2658 


“ These  returns  indicate  that  during  the  last  six 
years  Glanders  in  Great  Britain  has  nearly  doubled. 
Part  of  this  increase  in  the  returns  may  he  explained 
by  the  more  careful  record  ke|)t  of  existing  cases, 
but  in  the  main  it  is  uiupiestionably  due  to  an  actual 
increase  of  the  disease.  It  wais  anticipated  that  the 
discovery  of  the  value  of  mallein  in  diagnosing  latent 
cases  would  lead  to  a marked  diminution,  if  not  an 
actual  eradication,  of  the  disease,  and  under  adequate 
powers  and  regulations  such  anticipation  would  be 
(piite  justified,  but  under  existing  conditions  any  such 
favourable  results  need  not  be  looked  for;  indeed,  on 
the  contrary,  it  seems  far  from  improbable  that  the 
diagnosis  of  latent  cases  by  mallein,  and  the  snbse- 
([uent  surreptitious  disposal  of  these  horses  and  others 
in  contact  by  unscrupulous  people  may  be  responsible 
for  the  extension  and  spread  of  the  disease. 


“ As  Glanders  is  a disease  wdiich  with  our 
present  knowledge  could  comparatively  easily  be 
stamped  out,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  with  this  knowledge  in  its 
possession,  should  persistently  neglect  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  in  the.  matter.  The  only  feasible 
explanation  appears  to  be  a disinclination  to  spend 
th(',  increased  sum  that  would  be  necessary  during 
the  first  and  probalily  second  year  of  the  revised 
regulations.  But,  as  the  present  anfuial  loss  to  the 
honse-owning  public  cannot  be  less  than  -£50,000,  and 
there  is  also  the  sacrifice  every  year  of  a number  of 
human  lives,  there  seems  no  lack  of  incentive  to 
proceed. 


“ Considering  the  danger  the  attendants  upon 
infected  animals  run,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to 
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record  that  no  ease  of  (i landers  in  man  was  reported 
last  year  in  liirniiiigham. 


Antlir.ix. 


AnUtrax. — The'  official  returns  of  Anthrax  in 
(!r('at  Ih'itain  for  1901  again  show  a marked  increase 
in  the.  mnnl)er  of  outl)reaks  and  in  the  number  of 
animals  attack('d.  d'he  returns  for  the  last  three 


a' ear. 

Oull)reiik.s. 

Animals  attacked. 

1902 

G78 

103-2 

1903 

7G7 

1143 

1904 

1053 

1570 

" In  Birmingliajii  in  1901  a nundier  of  cases 
were  sul)mitled  for  examination,  hut  only  two  were 
confirmed— one  a bullock  that  had  died  and  was  sent 
into  the  market,  and  the  other  a j^ig  that  died  in  the 
market.  Tn  both  instances  every  possible  precaution 
was  tak('n  to  prc'vcmt  infection  of  butchers  and  others 
handling  these  carcases,  and  fortunately  no  subse- 
(jiient  case  of  anthrax  occui'red.  The  owner  of  th(' 
bullock  was  prosecuted  by  a neighbouring  Local 
Authority^  and  was  fiiu'd  for  failing  to  notify  the 
existence  of  the  disease  and  for  removing  the  carcase. 
The  incrc'ase  of  Anthrax  throughout  the  country, 
tog('tlu'r  with  tlu'  endc'avour  of  stock  owners  to  oldain 
some  part  of  the  value'  of  moribund  animals  by  send- 
ing their  caivase's  to  market  in  the  ho[)e  that  they 
may  be'  passed  fe)!’  fe)e)d,  thre)ws  a marked  resjionsi- 
bility  upe)n  the  Meat  Tnspe'ctors ; and  the  difficulty  of 
the  Inspecteers'  dutie's  is  adde'd  tei  by  the'  fact  that,  as 
a rule',  the'  carcase'  is  se'ut  to  marke't  elressed  anel 
unaccoinpanie'el  by  the  inte'rnal  organs.  The  increase 
of  this  dise'ase  is  ascribe'd  b}-  one'  high  authority  as 
largely  due  to  the'  importatiem  of  cemtaminated  feed- 
ing stulfs  and  e)the'r  trade'  materials  from  infected 
countries,  but  by  anotlu'r  authearity  it  is  attributed 
to  the'  thoughth'ss  or  illicit  disposal  of  the  carcases  of 
animals  affe'cted  in  this  country.  If  the  latter  view 
be  the'  correct  one,  improvement  must  be  looked  fear 
in  an  increase'd  efficiency  in  administering  the 
present  re'gulations  at  eve'ry  fresh  outbreak  of  the' 
disease,  fear,  with  one  or  two  slight  exeejatieans.  the' 
existing  regulations  for  dealing  with  outbreaks  are 
wonde'rfully  comjalete;  but  if  the  former  view  is  right 
(and  1 may  say  in  ]aassing  that  it  ajapears  to  me  the' 
incieiise  of  anthrax  is  elue  nuare  tea  imjaoi'tation  than 
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to  defective  handling  of  outbreaks),  the  present  abso- 
lute freedom  for  the  importation  of  any  kind  of  food- 
stuffs, etc.,  leaves  ample  scope  for  the  provision  of 
some  very  necessary  regulations.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  the  necessity  for  special  vigilance  on  th-. 
part  of  the  Inspectors  is  likely  to  be  greater  in  the 
future,  and,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  their  work 
and  protecting  the  health  of  the  community,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  carcases  of  moribund  animals,  bled 
and  dressed  and  forwarded  to  our  markets,  should 
be  condemned  unless  some  sufficient  reason  such  as 
the  history  of  some  accident  clearly  explains  the  con- 
dition. 


Rabies. — It  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  uabies. 
that,  as  in  1903,  no  case  of  Eabies  occurred  in  this 
country  in  1904,  and  the  disease  has  therefore  been 
entirely  stamped  out.  Several  dogs  in  Birmingham 
which  had  bitten  people  or  shown  other  indications 
of  a savage  temperament  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion, but  in  no  case  was  there  any  doubt  as  to  the  tnu 
condition,  and  it  has  not  therefore  been  itecessary  to 
submit  any  dog’s  head  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture' 
for  test  inoculation. 


'‘Epizootic  f.ynipli  an  gif  is.— Touring  the  year 
1901.  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  cases  in  Ijon-  lymiiiuinRitis 
don  and  an  outbreak  of  the*  disease  in  the  South  of 
Tn'land.  this  disease  has  been  confined  in  this  country 
to  .\rmy  horses,  and  it  need  scarcely  be  said  that  a 
grave  responsibility  I'e'sts  upon  the'  .Army  .Vuthoritios 
to  prevent  its  s[)rea(l  to  civilian  studs.  .\s  indicated, 
no  case  occiin-ed  in  tlu'  civilian  horsc's  in  Birming- 
barn,  and  I believe'  only  tlnv'e'  cases  have  occurre'd  in 
Army  horses  here.  These  did  not  come'  under  my 
notice  officially,  as  municipal  authorities  have  no 
jin'isdiction  over  Army  horse's,  but  they  were'  simply 
snhmitted  for  insjx'ction  by  the  ATterinai’ian  in 
ediarge'  for  the  purpose  of  ce)nfirming  his  diagnosis. 

I have  not  seen  any  record  during  the  year  of  Equine 
Epizootic  Tjvmphangitis  having  been  transmitted  te^ 
man. 


i ( 


A'oiirs  faithfully  . 

AIABCOBAr.’ 
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Mousiiij;  of 
tlie  workiiiji 
classes. 


H()i;SlNG  OF  THE  WOlHvlNG  CLASSES. 

Tlu're  is  no  sul)ject  which  is  more  difficult  of  solution 
than  the  pi-ovision  of  houses  for  working-class  people.  The 
|)rol)leni  is  es[)ecially  difficult  in  Birmingham  on  account 
of  onr  local  conditions  and  customs,  and  Uk'  efiormous 
extent  of  the  areas  which  require  amendment. 

I'he  extent  of  the  subject  is,  indeed,  so  great,  so  costly, 
and  so  difficult,  tliat  many  who  would  otherwise  venture  to 
discuss  it,  oi'  einpiirc'  into  it,  hold  back.  Added  to  the 
([iK'stion  of  housing  per  sc  is  that  of  the  ignorance  and 
(airelessfiess  of  so  many  of  the  poorer  labouring  classes, 
who  do  not  attemj)t  to  help  themselves  by  getting  as  much 
as  possible  out  of  the  existing  accommodation,  and  who 
are  so  careless  than  many  who  would  helj)  are  restrained 
from  doing  so,  fearing  that  the  cost  of  the  improvement 
will  be  wasted. 


'The  special  report  on  the  Floodgate  Street  Area 
indicated  briefly  certain  of  the  conditions  which  require  to 
be  attended  to. 


As  regards  the  condition  of  the  houses  themselv(‘s  for 
this  class,  it  may  be  well  to  n'-state  lu'n'  what  appear 
to  l)e  the  miniinuni  r('(]uir('ments  for  houses  intende<l  for 
the  families  of  working  people  : — 

1.  The  house',  yard,  and  eonvenie'uces  should  be  self- 

contained. 

2.  Water  supply  should  be  laid  to  each  house*,  and 

also  a drain  to  carry  away  slop  w’ater. 

3.  ^ are!  or  garden  need  ne)t  be  more  than  required 

by  iModel  Bye-laws  in  cases  where  “ (b)  ” ob- 
tains. (See  next  page'.) 

I.  Minimal  ree]uirements  of  the  Building  Bye-laws 
shenilel  always  be  inaintaiiu'd  as  regards  struc- 
tural conditions. 

5.  Size  of  living  and  sleeping  rooms  should  he  ade- 
quate to  allow  of  |)ro)M'r  ventilation  by  natural 
means. 

ti.  (it’e'ai  care*  shoulel  be*  taken  te")  ju’e've'nt  e'ncre)a('h- 
me'ut  on  the  open  yard  space,  e'spe'cially  by  the' 
ke'e'piiig  of  animals. 
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Th('  abov('  rofoi-  to  tlK'  house  itS('lf.  In  aihlitioiK 
liowever,  there'  arc  certain  ^ihnost  eeiiiallv  iinnortani 

, " 1 / 1 coatnnifti) 

(‘xtrninl  oondit ions,  which  niny  rMiunici*atcrl  as  fol- 
lows  : — 


{(i)  I’he  streets  for  tliese  residences  should  never  he' 
less  than  oO  feet,  to  allow  of  aeleeiuate  curre'uts 
of  air.  (These  streets  act  as  air  ducts.) 

ih)  Provision  should  he  made  in  each  district  for  the 
healthy  recreation  of  children  and  young  people 
hy  the  provision  of  open  parks  where  games  may 
be  played. 

(c)  Small  installations  of  slipper  baths  should  be 
available. 


It  is  obvious  that  in  a City  like  Birmingham,  where 
so  much  space  is  occupied  by  manufactories,  to  obtain 
such  an  ideal  for  the  labouring  classes  much  greater  facili- 
ties must  be  given  for  quick  and  cheap  means  of  transit, 
so  that  those  w'ho  can  afford  it  may  be  able  to  live  in  less- 
congushal  districts  than  at  present. 


^Phe  scheme  tlius  outlined  mav  doubtless  be  con 
siden'd  too  idealistic  bv  some.  but.  as  far  as  can  be  ascer- 

V' 

tained.  these  are  the  conditions  which  ar('  minimal  when 
healthy  houses  are  to  be  provided. 


During  1904  the  policy  of  the  Housing  Committee  in 
improving  the  condition  of  slum  dwellings  has  been  pur- 
sued with  vigour  and  success,  and  as  a result  of  this  work 
a large  number  of  the  smaller  type  of  houses  have  been 
made  dry  and  clean,  and  provided  with  a much  better 
supply  of  air,  thus  retaining  near  the  centre  of  the  City 
as  many  cheap-rented  small  houses  as  possible. 


The  vast  majority  of  the  houses  dealt  with  during  the 
year  have  been  of  the  back-to-back  type  in  the  central  dis- 
tricts. 


Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  making  these 
damp  slum  houses  dryer  by  the  insertion  of  damp-proof 
courses  and  concrete  floors.  Tn  many  cases  the  walls  and 
roofs  have  had  to  be  reconstructed,  and  the  plastering  and 
ceilings  have  been  removed  on  account  of  dilapidation  and 
filth,  as  also  has  been  the  woodwork, 
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* 


Houses 
represented 
.IS  untit  foi 
linbitati.’in. 


Ill  the  fnllowiiig  list  :ir(‘  S(‘t  out  thr  hoiisos  which 
\\(‘iv  rciHvsciilcd  to  the  Mousing  (’o!iiniitf(‘(‘  ihiriiii'  190  I 
:is  tmlil  I’oi'  luHiiaii  hahilation  under  Pari  9 of  the  Housing 
of  th('  Working  Classes  Act.  The  niiinlxn-  in  1904  was 
1,119.  as  comi)ared  with  804  in  1908.  450  in  1902.  15  in 
1901,  and  0 in  1900. 


IIOUSKS  L’NKIT  KUK  H AltIT.A  JlO.N. 


SO  and  92  New  Suiiimei-  Street  and  20  Court  .. 
Houses  at  liack  of  53  liegeiil  Place 

1 Cottage,  Canal  side,  Canip  Hill... 

2 Court,  Summer  Hill  Street 
19  Court,  New  John  Stniet 

G Court,  Aston  Road 

Gl  Water  Street  

G,  8,  10  and  12  Mill  Street,  and  Nos.  1 rear  of 
No.  10,  2 rear  of  No.  12,  3 rear  of  No  8 ... 

1 to  8 in  13  (,'ourt,  Moorsom  Street 

2 to  G in  8 Court,  Cox  Street 

1 to  10  in  5 Court,  Dartmouth  Street 
L to  5 in  2 Court,  Great  Lister  Street 

] to  9 in  18  Court,  Pritchett  Street  . . 

2 to  5 in  18  Court,  Cheapside 

1,  2,  3 and  4,  hack  of  No  2 George  Street,  Parade 

3 Court,  Bartholomew  Street 
2 Court,  Pickford  Street 

13  Court.  Sheep  Street 
15  Court,  Ashton  Street 

283  to  289  Heneage  Street  and  No^.  87  and  88 
Holt  Street  and  No  I in  13  Cotirt.  Holt 
Street 

23,  24  and  25  Gihh  Street 
48  and  50  Fazele}' Street 

21,  23  and  25  Fazeley  Street  and  Nos.  1 and  2 
in  the  rear 

18  to  22  Clyde  Street  and  Nos.  70  and  71  War 
wick  Street 
2 Court,  Clyde  Street 

.3G  and  .37  Allison  Street,  7 Court  Allison  Street 
and  Nos.  20  and  21  Meriden  Street . 

11  t<i  18  Glovei'  Street,  1 Court,  Glover  Street 
and  5 Court 

30  and  31  Rea  Street  and  8 Court,  Rea  Street  .. 
G5  and  G6  Birchall  Street  and  8 Court  Bircliall 
Strc'et 

7 Court,  Bristol  Street 

298  and  298  Bell  barn  Road  and  Nos.  7 to  11  iu 
Gl  Court,  Bellbarn  Road 

Nos.  54  and  55  Courts,  Bellbarn  Road  

No.  6 Court,  Tenuaut  Street  

1 and  2 in  3 Court,  Tennant  Street 
1 and  2 back  of  172  Tennant  Street 
35  Bow  Street  and  No.  8 at  the  back 
38  and  39  Bow  Street  and  No.s.  1,  2,  11,  12  and 
13  at  back 

2,  3 and  G Bank  Terraco,  Bow  Street 

42  and  43  Bow  Street  and  6 Court,  Bow  Street!" 
Nos.  3 to  8 Bow  Street,  No.  1,  back  of  No.  5 and 
2 Court,  Bow  Street 

4 Court,  Bow  Street... 

17,  18  and  19  Ashley  Street  and  1 Court,  Ashley 
Street  ' 


18  houses 
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9 
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8 

5 
lU 

1 


lU 

•) 

5 

7 

3 

14 

15 
9 

18 

6 

7 

IG 

10 

2 

2 

2 


3 

G 

9 

r- 


13 


liaok  of  128  Kospilal  Street 

8 Ricliard  Street  and  1 (’oiirt,  Richard  Siii  ct  ... 
11  to  19  Oxygen  Street 
29  ttf  83  H(dt  Sti-eet... 

Nos.  209  to  214  and  25,  26  and  27  Courts  in 
Fraueis  Street  ... 

172  and  174  Hosi^ital  Street  and  28  Court, 
Hospital  Street 

Nos.  11,  12  and  13  iManchester  Street  and  1 
Court,  Manchester  Street 

21  and  22  Pritcliett  Street  and  25  to  28  Klews 

Street 

20  and  21  Blews  Street 

I Court,  Blews  Street 

58  and  59  New  Jolin  Stri-et 
89  and  90  Hatchett  Street  and  27  Court, 
Hatchett  Street 
Back  of  294  Summer  Lane 

54  Ormond  Street  and  15  Court,  Ormond  Street 
26  Court,  Bridge  Street  West 
33  Court,  Bridge  Street  West 
106  and  111  William  Street  and  25,  26,  27  and 
28  Courts,  William  Street 

22  and  23  Courts,  Park  Street 
6 Court,  Bartholomew  Street 

170  to  173  Tennant  Street,  57  to  GO  St.  IMartin's 
Street  and  hack  of  57  St.  Martin's  Street  ... 
13,  14  and  23  Ivy  Lane,  and  hack  (pI  No  23  I\y 
Lane 

II  Court,  Glover  Street  

40  Clarkson  Street  ... 

60  to  62  High  Street.  Bordesley  and  Court  behind 
36  Court,  High  Street,  Deritend  .. 

115  Digheth  ... 

5 to  9 Canal  StrepR  and  back  of  No.  6 and  No.  9 
Canal  Street 

33  to  35  Cheapside  and  7 Court,  Cheapside 

15  Court,  Holt  Street 

66  to  71  Ilea  Street  and  G houses  at  hack 
12  and  13  Glover  Street  and  1 house  at  back  ... 

19  to  22  Duke  Street  and  4 Court,  Dnk('  Street... 
11  Court,  Sheep  Street 

16  to  19  Allison  Street  and  4 Court,  Allison  Street 

4 Court,  Great  Colmore  Street 

5 Court,  Barford  Street 
C Court,  Barford  Street 
8 Coui  t,  Barford  Street 

16  Court,  Barford  Street  ... 

18  Court,  Barford  Street  

20  Court,  Barford  Street  ... 

15  Court,  High  Street,  Bordesley  ... 

10  Coin-t,  Tower  Street 

126  Hospital  Street  and  22  Court,  Hospital  Street 
72,  74,  75  and  76  New  Canal  Street  and  6 Court, 
New  Canal  Street 
1,  2,  4 and  6 Manchester  Street 
22  and  23  Blews  Street  and  1 house  at  back 

21  Court,  Hampton  Street... 

22  Court,  Hampton  Street... 

23  Court,  Hampton  Street... 

5 Court,  Warstoue  I>ane 
Back  of  116  Tower  Street  ... 

Back  of  15  to  17  St.  George’s  Street  

22  Court,  Great  Russell  Street 

Back  of  244  Farm  Street 
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Houses 
represented 
:i.s  unfit  for 
liahitation 
tciiiitinunl). 


;■)  (‘inul,  (Iraiit  ('oliiioffi  Sli’cct, 

9 

1 

houses. 

72  1 tea  Siii'ct, . . ...  • • 

O 

Ha<  lt  Aston  Hoad 

1 

1 

M 

2\  I’lullock  Street 

• 1 

;i.  -1  aud  T)  Ijister  Street  aud  1 Court,  Lister  Street 

0 

• 1 

13  and  41  Price  Stntet  and  9 Court,  Price  Street 

11 

■ 1 

:!2  Bagot  Street  and  3 Court,  Bagot  Strtjet 

12 

II 

84  Kdward  Street  and  H)  lionses  in  the  rear 

20 

tl 

1;')  Court,  Navigation  Street 

5 

II 

14  Court,  Navigation  Street 

8 

M 

13  Court,  William  Street 

7 Court,  William  Street  and  27.  28  and  ‘29 

4 

II 

William  Street ... 

13 

e 

()  to  12  Chequers  Walk,  Batli  Jlow 

7 

II 

1 and  2 Courts,  Pigott  Street 

40  aud  42  Northwood  Street  aud  17  Court, 

8 

II 

Northwood  Street 

7 to  14  William  Street  North  and  2,  3,  4 and  5 

15 

|l 

Courts 

24 

II 

5 Court,  Newhall  Street 

3 

II 

7 Court,  Newhall  Street 

8 

M 

9 Court,  Newhall  Street 

180,  18‘2  and  184  Newhall  Street  aud  G f'ourt, 

11 

II 

Nt'wliall  Street ... 

11 

II 

f'ourt.  1 )artnioutli  Street 

25,  29  and  31  Clarkson  Street  aud  7 (.'ourt. 

4 

II 

Clarkson  Street  . 

7 

tl 

39  Clarkson  Street  and  9 Court.  Clarkson  Street 
47  to  .51  SulTolk  Street  and  7 houses  at  hack  of 

3 

II 

same 

12  and  44  Brearlev  Street  and  12  Court,  Brearley 

12 

'• 

Street 

12 

Ifi  Brearley  Street  aud  4 Court.  Brearlev  .Street 

1 

7 aud  8 in  1 Court,  Clvde  Street  ... 

.. 

Back  of  4'.),  50  and  51  Snifolk  Street 

•,» 

• t 

|i 

2 ( 'ourt.  Kuston  Stri'ct 

5 

57  Court.  Farm  Street 

0 

*11 

10  to  13  Beak  Street  and  2 Court.  Beak  Street 

1 1 

2 Court,  Smithfield  Passage 

0 

II 

41  and  42  W'eaman  Street  and  6 houses  at  back 
31.  32,  34  and  35  Allison  Street  and  3 houses  at 
back  107,  108,  100  and  111  Covetitry  Street 

8 

II 

and  11  Court 

80,  88,  90,  92,  94,  96,  98  aud  100  and  22,  24  and 

19 

II 

20  Courts,  Harford  Street 

32 

II 

1 to  5 Drury  Lane  and  5 houses  at  back... 

10 

II 

3 Court,  Landor  Street 

55  and  50  Ormond  Street  and  10  Court,  Ormond 

14 

II 

Street 

21  Emily  Street,  3 Court,  Emily  Street  aud 

4 

tl 

Emily  Terrace  ... 

•23  and  24  Rea  Street  South  and  3 Court,  Rea 

15 

II 

Street  South 

10 

17  and  18  Regent  Row 

2 

II 

19  and  20  Regent  Row 

2 

II 

17  and  48  Kenyon  Street  and  2 houses  at  back  . 

4 

M 

Back  of  05  Coleshill  Street 

9 

23  to  27  Canal  Street  aud  4 (lourt.  Canal  Street 

2 to  7 Camden  Drive  and  1,  2,  3 Courts,  Camden 

9 

II 

drove 

24 

II 

Tntal 


1.119 


63 


In  the  next  list  will  be  found  the  situation  of  those  Houses  dosed, 
houses  which  were  closed  by  “Closing  Order’’  obtained 
in  Court.  These  numbered  233  in  1904,  as  compared 
with  65  in  1903. 


Many  of  the  houses  in  this  list  had  been  represented 
during  the  previous  3'^ear. 


Property. 

25  to  29  .Allison  Street  and 

1 Cou 

Number  of 
H ouses. 

ft, 

Date 

Coventry  Street 

14 

Jan.  15th, 

1 904 . 

Back  32  and  35  Rea  Street 

14 

Jan.  15th 

1904. 

4 to  13  back  80  Aston  Road 

54  to  60  and  10  houses  at  back  Barford 

10 

Jan  loth. 

1904. 

Street  ... 

14 

Jan.  15th, 

1904 

Back  3 Moores  Row 

3 

Jan.  29th, 

1904. 

2 Court,  Gosta  Green 

7 

Mar.  11th, 

1904. 

15  Court,  Aston  Street 

4 

Mar.  11th, 

1904. 

4 Court,  Jennens  Row 

4 

Mar.  11th, 

1904. 

18  to  21  and  backs  Park  liane 

9 

Mar.  11th, 

1904. 

Back  102  Digbeth  ... 

11  to  19  Oxygen  Street  and 

29  to 

33 

4 

April  22nd, 

1904. 

Holt  Street 

14 

April  22nd. 

19C4. 

72  to  84  Dartmouth  Street 

7 

May  6 th, 

1904. 

58,  60,  and  14  Court,  Clark.«on 

Street 

. . . ■ 

5 

May  20th, 

1904. 

4,  6,  and  8 Courts,  Clarkson  Street 

. . 

7 

May  20th, 

1904. 

1,  2 and  3 Courts,  Brass  Street 

20 

May  20th, 

1904. 

7 Court,  Allison  Street 

14 

June  3rd, 

1904. 

18  Court,  Pritchett  Street 

. . . 

9 

July  1st, 

1904. 

4 and  5 Court.?,  Glover  Street 

. . . 

13 

.luly  1st, 

1904. 

61  Water  Street 

1 

.luly  1st, 

1 904 . 

1 Court,  Little  lid  ward  Sti-eet 

. . . 

0 

July  loth. 

1 901 . 

128  Hospitjil  Street 

0 

July  loth, 

1904, 

6 to  12,  and  backs  Mill  Street 

. . . 

7 

.luly  15th, 

1904 

6 Court,  .Aston  Road 

li 

.July  loth. 

1904. 

8 (,'ourt,  Hea  Stiei't 

9 

Oct.  7 th, 

1904 

22  Court,  Hospital  Street 

■ 1) 

Oct.  7th. 

1901. 

to  Clarkson  Stre(9 

1 

Oct.  7th, 

1901. 

Hack  53  R*'genr  Place 

0 

Oct.  7th, 

1901. 

Back  2 George  Street,  Parailc 

4 

Dec.  I'lih, 

1 90  1 . 

5 Court,  Dartmouth  Street 

7 

Dec  16th, 

1904. 

Lincoln  Place,  Garrison  Lane 

7 

Dec.  30th, 

1904. 

1 Court,  Brewery  Street 

Total 

. . . 

7 

233 

Dec.  30th, 

1904. 

Thirty-six  notices  of  demolition  were  served 
regard  to  the  following  properties  : — 


with  Demolition 
notices. 


Property. 

22  Court,  Hospital  Street... 
54  and  56  Clarkson  Street 
1 Court,  Newdegate  Street 
72  to  84  Jlarliiioutli  St  i eel, 
18,  etc.,  and  ba,;ks  I’ark  Lane 
18  Court,  I’lilcliett  Street 


No.  of 

llouses.  Date. 

4 Mar.  11th,  1904. 

2 July  29th,  1904. 

6 July  29th,  1901. 

7 Nov.  2.')t  h,  1 90  I . 

5 Nov.  25th,  1901. 

9 Nov.  25tli,  1901. 


Total 


64 


Houses 

ileinulislied. 


The  following  127  houses  were  demolished  during 
1904  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  ; — 


Property. 

f)  Court,  Tower  Street 

I , 3,  and  0 Courts,  Clarkson  Street 
Back  100  Digbetli  ... 

1 Court,  Clyde  Street 
Garden  Walk,  Lung  Acre  ... 

7 Court,  Bri.stol  Street 

12  Court,  Clarkson  Street  . . 

1 Court,  Banbury  Street  ... 

8 Court,  Clarkson  Sti’eet... 

52  Dartmouth  Street 

II,  etc..  Oxygen  Street 
29,  etc..  Holt  Street 
40,  etc..  Lister  Street 

283,  etc.,  Heiieage  Stieet  ... 

87,  etc.,  Holt  Street 

13  Court,  Digbetli 

2 Court,  Summer  Hill  Street 

5 Court  'I’ower  Street 
4 Court,  J'-nnens  Row 
8 Court,  Cox  Street 
115  Digbetli 

Back  35  Bow  Street 
33  Court,  Brearley  Street 
37  Court,  Biearley  Street 
2 Court,  I’ickt'ord  Street  . 

Gai'den  Walk,  Long  Acre... 

21  Court,  William  Street... 

1 8 Court,  Clieapside 

13  Court,  Sheep  Street 

4 and  5 Courts,  Richard  Street  ... 

G,  etc.,  Lari  Street 

Back  102  Digbetli  ... 

6 Court,  liittle  Ann  Street 

Total  


No.  of 


Houses. 

Date. 

1 

Jan. 

6th, 

1904. 

3 

i-Vii. 

3rd, 

1904. 

4 

Leb. 

3rd, 

1904. 

G 

Mar. 

2nd, 

1904. 

4 

-April 

13th, 

1904. 

;> 

.A  pi  il 

13th, 

1904. 

2 

■April 

13th. 

1904 

2 

J ntie 

1 8t, 

1904. 

3 

June 

bst, 

1904. 

1 

J ulv 

Gill, 

1904. 

,s 

July 

6th, 

19C4. 

5 

J ulv 

Gth, 

1904. 

July 

Gth, 

1904. 

i 

July 

Gtli. 

1904. 

3 

July 

Gtli, 

1904. 

1 

July 

(it  h. 

1904. 

G 

July 

Gth, 

1901. 

4 

.1  u 1 \ 

27th, 

1904. 

1 

.Inly 

27th, 

1904. 

.Inly 

27th, 

1904. 

1 

Sejit. 

12th, 

1 90 1 . 

3 

•Sept. 

12th. 

1904. 

3 

.Sept. 

12lh, 

1904. 

6 

Sejit 

12th. 

1901. 

Sept. 

1 2th, 

1904. 

3 

Sejit. 

12th. 

1904 

1 

Sejit. 

12lli, 

1904. 

2 

Sejit. 

12th, 

1904. 

2 

Sejit. 

12th. 

1904. 

3 

Nov. 

1 Gth, 

1904. 

4 

Nov. 

1 Gtli. 

1904. 

4 

Nov. 

16th, 

1904. 

14 

Dec. 

7ih, 

1904. 

127 

111  iiddilion  (o  tlu'  ;thov('.  the  following  won' 
(li’iiiol islu'd  without  notice  : — 

Bark  Lane  and  Moor  Strei't  ...  20  homses. 


Hoii.ses  tn.aile 
tit  for 
haliilation. 


Ill  till'  lu'xt  statciiu'nt  is  set  out  a list  of  the  2 t2  houses 
which  have  ht't'u  rt'jiairt'd  and  coinplt'tt'd  during  1901. 
Owing  to  tlie  very  slow  proct'diirt'  wliich  the  Housing  of 
ihi'  \\orking  Classt's  Act  lu'cc'ssitatt's.  thi'  nuinht'r  which 


will  !)('  ri'paii’t'd  during  1905 
in  1904. 

Broperty. 

I Com  I,  Blews  Street 

7 Conrl.  New  John  Street 
Iv'iehimind  Terrace,  .Ashley  Street 

II  .Adams  Street 

12  and  14  .Adams  Street. 

1.  3.  and  5 Courts.  .Adams  Street 

Rack  .3  Moores  Row 

6.  7,  and  S Courts.  Cecil  Street 


will  h('  nuich  greater  tluin 


No.  of 

Houses. 

Date. 

•) 

•Ian. 

bill , 

nun 

a 

Jan. 

(ill). 

B.HU 

• 1 

Fell 

3rd. 

1904 

1 

Fell. 

3rd. 

19(11 

■J 

l‘’eli 

3rd, 

190) 

21 

Feh 

3rd. 

1901 

• ) 

Fell. 

3rd. 

1004 

2U 

Mar. 

2nd, 

1901 

1 


iil> 


y. 


I 

» 


y 


TYPICAL  COURT-YARD  HOUSES  BEFORE  IMPROVEMENT  AND 

RECONSTRUCTION. 


THE  STREET  END  OF  THE  ABOVE  COURT-YARD  SHOWING  HOUSES 

WHICH  WILL  BE  REMOVED. 


COURT-YARD  AFTER  IMPROVEMENT  AND  RECONSTRUCTION. 


Property. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

Date . 

Lily  Cresceut,  Derby  Street 

4 

j\Iar.  2nd,  1904. 

Back  214  Bradford  Street 

2 

April  13th,  1904. 

54,  55,  and  4 houses  at  back,  New  John 
Street 

C 

April  13  th,  1904 

7 Court,  Richard  Street  ... 

12 

May  4th,  1904. 

1 Court,  Banbury  Street 

10 

June  1st,  1904. 

7 Court,  Warwick  Street 

3 

June  1st,  1904. 

21  Court.  Milk  Street 

7 

June  1st,  1904. 

17  Court,  Dartmouth  Street 

2 

July  6th,  1904. 

2 Court,  Clyde  Street 

3 

July  6th,  1904. 

Victoria  Terrace,  Dartmouth  Street  .. 

1 

July  6th,  1904. 

1 Court,  Richard  Street  ... 

13 

July  6th,  1904. 

13  Court,  Angelina  Street 

2 

July  27th,  1904. 

19  Court,  New  John  Street 

7 

July  27th,  1904. 

4 Court,  Jennens  Row  ... 

3 

July  27th,  1904, 

21,  etc.,  Fazeley  Street  ... 

5 

Sept.  12th, 1904. 

34  Court,  Lawley  Street 

16 

Sept.  12th, 1904. 

33  Court,  Brearley  Street 

6 

Sept.  12th,  1904. 

8 Court,  Birchall  Street 

18 

Sept.  12th,  1904. 

13  Court,  Sheep  Street  ... 

8 

Sept.  12th,  1904. 

17  Court,  Francis  Street 

1 

Sept.  12th,  1904. 

Back  243  Aston  Road 

1 

Sept.  12th,  1904. 

24  Court,  William  Street 

2 

Sept.  12th,  1904. 

Back  294  Summer  Lane 

5 

Oct.  5th,  1904. 

3 Court,  Manchester  Street 

3 

Oct.  5th,  1904. 

10  Court,  Lower  Tower  Street  ... 

12 

Oct.  5th,  1904. 

18  Court,  Clarkson  Street 

8 

Oct.  5th,  1904. 

5 and  6 Courts,  Richard  Street 

17 

Oct.  5th,  1904. 

61  Court,  Bellbarn  Road 

5 

Dec.  7th,  1904. 

7 Court,  Bristol  Street  ... 

2 

Dec.  7th,  1904. 

Total  ...  ...  ...  242 


The  repairs  necessary  to  render  the  above  houses 
habitable  have  varied  considerably  in  different  blocks.  In 
certain  cases,  too,  the  owners  have  carried  out  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Housing  Committee  in  a much  more  generous 
spirit  than  in  others. 


Illustrations  of  some  of  the  slum  courts  have  been 
inserted,  as  well  as  some  of  the  reconstructed  ]U’operties. 


Private  enterprise  in  providing  house  accommodation 
is  mainly  confined  to  the  erection  of  new  houses  in  the 
out-lying  districts,  and  in  extra-municipal  districts  which 
have  good  tram  or  train  services  from  the  City.  These 
houses,  however,  are  intended  only  for  the  better-paid 
artisan  classes,  and  ju-nctically  do  not  catei'  for  the  large 
group  of  workmen  who  (\arn  less  than  80s.  j)er  w('ek  on  an 
average. 


Elforts  have  been  made  by  private  enterprise  during 
1904  to  supply  houses  for  these  poorer-paid  workmen  in 


66 


ceiiti’cil  districts.  These  have  taken  the  form  of  block  build- 
ings at  Hospital  Street  and  Palmer  Street.  In  each  case 
the  l)iiildin‘>s  have  been  well  and  conveniently  con- 
structed. TIkmv  app(‘ars,  however,  to  l)e  a general  dis- 
like' among  ilu'  p('o|)le  to  live  in  flats,  (wen  when  they  are 
ch'an,  sanitary,  and  conve'nie'iit.  It  is  possible  that  time 
will  dissipate  this  pi’ejudice',  as  it  has  doin'  elsewhere. 

In  many  districts  in  the  centre  of  the  City  the  old 
court-yard  houses  are  being  demolished  to  make  room  lor 
works!  This  elTect  of  commercial  enterprise  is  helping 
materially  to  do  away  with  many  slum  dwellings  every 
year. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Common 
lodgin"  hoiise.^. 


The  clauses  in  the  local  Act  of  1903  in  regard  to 
common  lodging  houses  came  into  operation  on  January 
1st,  1905,  for  practical  purposes.  The  chief  and  most 
important  powers  given  by  these  new  clauses  are  those 
relating  to  the  annual  registration  of  the  lodging  houses, 
and  the  one  relating  to  the  obligation  of  the  keeper  or  his 
deputy  to  reside  at  the  lodging  house  between  the  hours 
of  9 o’clock  in  the  evening  and  G o’clock  in  the  morning. 


It  was  known  for  a good  many  years  that  a consider- 
able number  of  the  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City 
were  dilapidated  old  buildings,  and  quite  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose.  Many  of  them,  in  addition  to  being  dilapi- 
dated, were  also  dangerous  from  the  point  of  view  of 
escapi'  in  case  of  fire. 


After  carc'ful  enquiry  into  the  condition  of  each  com- 
mon lodging  house  in  tlie  City,  the  Health  Committee 
decided  that  they  would  not  re-register  any  that  did  not 
comply  with  certain  minimal  requirements.  Notice  was 
given  to  each  common  lodging  house  keeper  of  these  re- 
(juirements,  and  a very  large  number  of  interviews  with 
keepers  and  owners  took  place.  Certain  of  the  dilapidated 
old  Imildings  which  could  not  possibly  be  put  into  a suit- 
able condition  to  be  registered  as  lodging  houses  were 
closed.  Sonu'  of  these  have  been  [Hilled  down,  while 
others'  havi'  Ix'i'ii  closc'd  and  are  disused  at  the  present 
time. 


1 he  lollowing  is  a list  of  the  lodging  houses  which 
hav('  bi'cn  struck  oil  the  register  on  account  of  their  being 


structurally  defective  or  otherwise  dilapidated  or  unsuit 
able  for  use  as  common  lodging  houses  : — 


No.  91,  Park  Street. 

II  2 in  22  Court,  Park  Street. 

II  95,  Park  Street. 

II  96,  Park  Street. 

II  77,  New  Canal  Street. 

II  71J,  New  Canal  Street. 

II  73  New  Canal  Street. 

New  England. 

Nos.  8 and  9 in  1 Court,  Clyde 
Street. 

Nos.  2 and  3,  and  back  3,  Allison 
Street. 


No.  86,  Cecil  Street. 

II  15,  back  15,  Mill  Lane. 

II  16,  back  16,  Mill  Lane. 

Prince  Albert  Buildings,  Bt. 
James’  Place. 

II  63  Bartholomew  Street. 

II  32,  Buck  Street. 

II  21,  Bartholomew  Row. 

II  94,  Park  Street. 

Nos.  18  and  19,  Lancaster  Street. 


The  remaining  lodging  houses  have  been  very  greatly 
improved  in  the  majority  of  instances.  In  several  of  the 
houses  where  there  had  bc'en  some  slight  overcrowding 
before,  the  amount  of  cubic  capacity  required  per  bed  was 
raised  to  at  least  BOO  cubic  feet  for  each  lodger.  Each  of  the 
large  sleeping  rooms  in  these  houses  has  had  special  air 
brick  ventilators  inserted  in  the  walls,  so  that  the  particu- 
larly foul  atmosjihere  which  one  meets  with  in  the  bed- 
rooms of  common  lodging  houses  may  have  a chance  of 
escaping. 


In  addition,  each  lodging  house  has  had  a certain 
number  of  fixed  wash  basins  provided,  so  that  the  lodgers 
may  have  reasonable  facilities  for  keeping  themselves 
clean.  In  a certain  number  of  the  old  lodging  houses  the 
lodgers  were  expected  to  wash  themselves  in  a bucket  of 
cold  water  in  the  yard,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that 
during  stormy  or  cold  weather  this  did  not  conduce  to 
cleanliness  on  their  part. 


'Water-closets  have  been  substituted  at  the  lodging 
houses  where  pan-closets  existed,  as  the  latter  form  of 
accommodation  is  particularly  unsuitable  for  a lodging 
house.  In  a good  many  of  the  lodging  houses,  extra 
kitchen  accommodation  has  been  provided. 


At  one  time  there  was  some  probability  of  there  being 
a considerable  shortage  in  the  number  of  beds  for  the 
habitues  of  common  lodging  houses,  but  as  a matter  of 
fact  the  reduction  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  was  antici- 
jiated,  as  new  lodging  houses  have  been  registered  to  meet 
the  deficiency,  and  in  addition  the  large  Eowton  House, 
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containing  820  beds,  was  opened  in  February.  This 
house  has  attracted  a good  many  of  the  liabitues  of 
ordinary  lodging  houses. 


llou.se.'i  let 
ill  lodgiiig.s. 


llorSKS  \A'/V  ]X  LODGINGS. 

The  number  of  hous(*s  on  the  register  on  December 
31st,  1001.  which  wen'  sub-divided  and  let  out  into 
separate'  rooms  or  suite's  of  rooms,  was  234.  These  house's 
gave  sleej)ing  accommodation  for  1 .273  people,  })ut  the' 
number  actually  living  in  these  houses  was  considerably 
less  e)n  any  particular  night. 

.\  great  deal  etf  impreiveme'nt  has  take'ii  place'  in  the 
ce)ndition  of  the  inte'rior  of  many  of  the'se  houses.  It 
was  the  custeun  in  former  times  to  allow  tlie  occupier  to 
re-paper  the  walls  at  infreepient  intei’vals.  and  as  a result 
a great  many  of  the  houses  had  numerous  layers  of  paper 
on  the  walls,  which  harboured  dirt  and  vermin.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  the'se'  pape'i’s  have'  been  strip]ied  off.  the 
wall  plasti'f  has  been  re'paire'd  and  colour-washe'd . and  thc' 
walls  are  now  linu'-washed  twici'  I'vi'ry  year. 


The  peo])le  who  reside'  in  these  sub-let  house's  pay 
very  high  rents.  In  the  case  of  furnished  moms  these 
rents  vary  from  3s.  to  about  6s.  6d.  a \veek  for  every 
miserable  accommodation,  often  with  ver}'  trumiiery  furni- 
ture. 


These  houses  have'  be'cn  difficult  to  de'al  with  in  many 
ways.  In  the  first  instance,  the  conveniences  and  water 
siifiply.  and  also  the  drainage  arrangements,  arc'  in  a great 
many  cases  defective  in  amount.  Then  the  construction 
of  the  stairs  leading  to  the  ujiper  rooms  is  bad  and  makes 
them  insufficient  for  the  inirpose  for  which  they  are  used. 
The  houses  themselves,  as  a general  rule,  are  inhabited 
by  the  jioorest  and  most  careless  people,  who  also  are 
amonjj  tlie  most  destructive  of  tenants. 

During  the  yc'ar  10  new  houses  were  put  on  the 
register,  and  56  houses  were  taken  off. 


In  26  instances  proceedings  were  taken  against  the 
k('('|ieys  of  these  house's  during  the  year  for  various  oflences 
as  follows  : — 
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NOT  LIMEWASHING.  . ^otal  fines.  Total  costs. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

s- 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1 fined 

...  0 

10 

0 ... 

Costs 

9 

0 ... 

0 

10 

0 . 

. 0 

9 

0 

7 „ 

...  0 

10 

0 ... 

M 

8. 

0 ... 

3 

10 

0 . 

2 

16 

0 

5 .. 

...  0 

5 

0 ... 

11 

8 

0 ... 

1 

5 

0 

. 2 

0 

0 

1 M 

...  0 

5 

0 ... 

It 

8 

6 ... 

0 

5 

0 . 

. 0 

8 

6 

1 „ 

...  1 

0 

0 ... 

II 

8 

0 ... 

1 

0 

0 . 

. 0 

8 

0 

OVERCROWDING. 

1 fined 

...  0 

1 

0 ... 

• II 

8 

0 ... 

0 

1 

0 . 

. 0 

8 

0 

2 „ 

...  1 

0 

0 ... 

M 

8 

0 ... 

2 

0 

0 . 

. 0 

16 

0 

1 M 

...  0 

10 

0 ... 

II 

11 

0 . . 

0 

10 

0 . 

. 0 

11 

0 

1 M 

...  0 

10 

0 ... 

II 

10 

0 ... 

0 

10 

0 . 

. 0 

10 

0 

1 „ 

...  0 

0 

0 ... 

M 

5 

0 ... 

0 

0 

0 . 

. 0 

5 

0 

1 M 

...  0 

5 

0 ... 

ir 

9 

0 ... 

0 

5 

0 . 

0 

9 

0 

MIXING 

THE 

SEXES. 

2 fined 

...  0 

0 

0 ... 

II 

4 

0 ... 

0 

0 

0 . 

..  0 

8 

0 

2 withdrawn 


Total  £9  16  0 £9  8 6 


CANAL  BOATS. 

In  the.  following  table  will  be  found  the  number  of  canai  boats, 
visits  made,  and  a statement  of  the  other  work  done  by 


the  Canal  Boat  Inspector  during  each 

of  the  last 

four 

years  : — 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

No.  of  Canal  Boats  on  Register  ... 

373 

376 

378 

379 

No.  registered  during  the  yeai-  ... 

13 

25 

13 

28 

No.  of  Certificates  cancelled 

19 

22 

11 

27 

No.  of  Inspections  made 

850 

919 

969  1182 

Breaches  of  Regulations  discovered  : — 

Want  of  Registration 

5 

12 

7 

2 

Certificate  not  produced 

21 

15 

23 

17 

N ot  properly  marked 

11 

15 

19 

18 

Cases  of  overcrowding 

9 

10 

7 

16 

Sexes  not  separated 

7 

10 

9 

5 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

0 

6 

4 

Painting  required 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Water  receptacle  not  provided 

17 

10 

13 

15 

Fore  Cabin  not  registered  ... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Not  in  habitable  condition  ... 

7 

7 

.5 

6 

Wooden  Screen  required 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Fly  Boat  used  as  ordinary  boat 

0 

1 

1 

0 

83 

82 

91 

84 

Notices  were  issued  with  respect  to  the 

above, 

and 

were  complied  with  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings 


In  addition  to  devoting  his  time  to  the  inspection  of 
the  canal  boats,  the  Inspector  is  required  to  see  that  the 
children  on  them  attend  school. 
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Milk  supply. 


Cows  aiul 
cowsliecl.s. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

].)uriiig  1904  tliere  was  no  outbreak  of  disease  which 
could  be  directly  traced  to  any  of  our  milk  supplies. 
Although  this  statement  is  made,  however,  it  must  not  be 
understood  to  prove  that  no  disease  actually  occurred  on 
account  of  dirty  milk  supplied  to  the  cityn 

During  the  year  a good  deal  of  information  was 
ol)tained  as  regards  the  milk  supplied  to  Birmingham,  and 
this  was  incorporated  in  the  rejiort  presented  to  the  Health 
Committee  on  Infant  Mortality  in  June.  It  was  pointed 
out  in  that  report  that  a very  large  proportion  of  the  milk 
su))plied  to  the  City  comes  from  outside  its  boundaries, 
and  that  in  a great  many  of  the  districts  from  which  it  is 
sent  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  farms  and  the  cleanliness 
of  the  dairies  are  not  what  they  ought  to  be,  owing  to  lack 
of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  rural  sanitary  authorities. 
It  is  probably  correct  to  say  that  the  safest  way  at  the 
present  time  to  get  fresh  and  clean  milk  is  to  buy  that 
which  is  produced  inside  the  City  from  cows  which  are 
under  the  monthly  inspection  of  i\Tr.  Malcolm,  the 
Veterinary  Ruperintendent  to  the  Corporation,  and  his' 
assistant.  By  doing  this,  one  can  ensure  getting  milk 
which  is  fresh,  and  in  regard  to  which  reasonable  precau- 
tions have  been  taken  to  prevent  disease  contamination. 

The  whole  (piestion  of  milk  su])plv  is  receiving  atten- 
tion from  the  Health  Committee  at  the  present  time, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  some  nu'ans  may  soon  be  found  of 
making  certain  that  proper  st('ps  are  being  taken  to  pre- 
vent dirty  milk,  and  also  stab'  milk,  from  beiim  .sent  into 
the  City. 


Cows  and  Cowsheds.-  Mr.  Malcolm  has  forwarded  to 
nu'  the  follo\ying  o'port  on  his  insp('ction  of  cows  and 
cowsheds  during  the  year  ■ 

I herewith  jiresent  the  following  report  on  the 
inspection  of  cows  and  cowsheds  in  the  City  of  Bir- 
mingham for  the  year  (mdi'd  81st  December.  1004  ; 


“ Crqisici.  Du  tlu'  81st  Deccunber,  1904.  there 
wen'  20  lieens('d  cowk('('p('rs  in  th('  City,  and  in  their 
naiiK's  05  cowsheds  wen'  registered,  to  contain  029 
cows  fa  detailed  list  of  which  is  appended).  This  fs 


71 


a slight  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  eo^^shtds 
when  there  were  24  cowkeepers  with  59  registered 
sheds  and  standings  for  602  cows.  J )uring  the  year  one 
shed  has  been  removed  from  the  rvegisteig  two  sheds 
have  changed  hands,  and  five  sheds  have  been  added. 

These  five  sheds  were  not  recent  buildings,  and  it  was 
necessary  in  each  case  to  order  alterations  in  regard 
to  the  drainage,  ventilation,  lighting,  and  water  * 
supply,  so  that  the  conditions  required  in  the  bye- 
laws should  be  complied  with. 


Visits  of  Inspection. — Daring  the  year  the 
Veterinary  Inspectors  have  made  701  visits  to  cows 
and  cowsheds,  each  shed  visited  being  reckoned  one 
visit. 


“ Cows. — Following  the  method  adopted  in 
former  years,  the  visits  of  inspection  have  been  so 
arranged  that  the  cows  in  each  shed,  as  a rule,  have 
been  inspected  once  a.  month.  At  these  visits  the 
udders  of  all  the  cows  were  candully  examined.  As 
a r('sult  of  this,  55  cows  were  |)laced  under  special 
('xam illation.  Of  these,  18  were  passed,  as  the  milk 
was  found  normal  ; 82  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
mastitis  or  inflammation  of  the  uddei'  in  one  or  more 
quarti'rs  of  the  gland,  and  in  varying  degrees  of 
intensity.  One  cow  was  found  affected  with  tubercu- 
losis which  involvc'd  th('  uddi'r,  and.  on  explaining  the 
dangerous  nature  of  the  case  to  the  owner,  the  cow 
was  ri'inoved  and  l\illc‘d  by  his  instructions.  One 
cow  was  found  giving  milk  mixed  wdth  blood,  prob- 
abl}"  due  to  a kick  or  tread  ; the  milk  soon  became 
normal,  and  its  sale  was  therefore  only  temporarily 
stoppt'd.  Three  cows  affected  with  chronic  indiges- 
tion, debility,  and  fmtid  diarrhoea  were  removed  from 
the  dairy  stock. 


“ As  the  examination  of  those  cows  affected  with 
mastitis  clearly  demonstrated  it  to  be  contaminated 
with  pus  organisms  and  other  inflammatory  products, 
its  sale  was  prohibited.  A fctv  of  the  cows  recovered 
after  a short  tiuie,  and  the  milk  resumed  its  natural 
characfi'i’,  but  the  majority  lost  permanently  the 
sc'crc'ting  function  of  the  invaded  (juarters.  Mas- 
titis in  many  cases  is  of  a contagious  nature,  and  is 
liable  to  be  spread  from  one  cow  to  another  by  the 
hands  of  the  milker.  In  every  case  the  dairymen 
have  been  w^arned  to  take  precautions  to  prevent  the 


s|)iva(l  of  the  disease,  and  they  liave  been  advised  to 
isolab'  th<'  alTected  animals,  or,  failing  the  acconimo- 
dation  foi-  that,  to  place  them  at  the  end  of  the  shed 
and  to  milk  them  last.  With  the  exception  of  the 
cas(‘S  nu'iitioiu'd  Ix'low,  the  dairy  cows  in  the  City 
have  been  conipafatively  fiu'e  from  disease.  Cener- 
ally  sjx'aking,  the  cows  have  been  kept  in  a fair!}' 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition  ; at  the  same  time,  in 
several  instances  it  has  been  necessary  to  strongly 
impress  upon  the  cowkeepers  the  necessity  of  j^aying 
greater  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows,  and 
more  particularly  of  the  teats,  udders,  and  hind 
quarters,  as  well  as  in  one  or  two  cases  to  the  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  the  hands  of  the  milkers.  The 
following  tabulated  statement  compares  the  results 
with  those  of  previous  years  : — 


VKAK. 

O - 

fi! 

t 2 
o B'z 

>< 

Milk 

found 

Norntal. 

-iii  ^ = 

cis  ' i 

■ ^ 1 

s£ 

tSrr 

C 

c.-  g 

r T 

as  E i"  = 

1904 

629 

55 

18 

32  1 - 

1 

3 701 

1903 

602 

68 

22 

43  11 

1 

— 715 

1902 

613 

58 

16 

42  ■ — _ 

— 

— 668 

1901 

606 

75 

12 

62  1 _ 

— 

— ^ 724 

“ Cou'slu'ds.  -'I'he  cowsheds  as  a whole  have 
been  kept  in  moderately  good  sanitary  condition,  and 
the  limewashing  and  cleansing  provided  for  in  the 
bye-laws  have  been  duly  carried  out.  Nevertheless, 
it  has  been  necessai'y  on  several  occasions  to  insist 
upon  greater  attention  being  paid  to  the  cleansing  of 
the  interior  of  the  sheds,  in  some  of  the  sheds  it 
has  been  necessary  to  request  various  structural 
repairs,  such  as  the  relaying  of  floors  and  gutters  and 
renewing  of  ventilators  and  shed  fittings. 


“ It  has  been  nect'ssai'y  to  serve  official  notices  on 
three  cowkeeqa'rs  in  the  first  case  in  consequence 
of  th('  dirty  condition  of  both  cows  and  sheds;  in  tlu' 
sc'cond  case  for  having  an  excessive  number  of  cows 
111  th('  sheds  , and  in  tlu'  third  ease'  lor  lo'i'pnig  pigs 
in  a.  regish'red  cowshed.  'I’Ik'  nuisanci'  was  dis- 
continued in  all  three 'cases  after  the  rect'ijH  of  the 
notice,  but  tlu'  cowkei'per  in  tlu'  third  case  again 
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committed  a similar  offence  within  a fortnight  of  the 
jirevions  one.  Ho  was  accordingly  prosecuted,  and. 
Ix'ing  found  guilty,  was  fin('d. 

“JOHN  MALCOTiM.  F.K.C.V.S.. 

‘ ‘ Veterinary  Snperintenden t 


Milkshop^.  'FIk'  Milkshop  Inspector  has  supplied  tlie 
following  information  in  regard  to  his  work  during  the 


19011 

1903 

1904 

Dairies  ou  tlie  register  ... 

24 

26  ... 

16 

Milkshops  ou  the  register  , ... 

3062 

...  2734 

2470 

Purveyors  ou  tlie  register 

130 

163  ... 

182 

Dairies  registered  during  the  year 

5 

5 

1 

Milkshops  registered 

642 

...  347 

226 

Purveyors  registered 

25 

44 

94 

Dairy  certificates  caucelled 

5 

3 ... 

11 

Milkshops 

277 

675  ... 

489 

Purveyors 

6 

11 

75 

Visits  to  dairies  ... 

150 

105  ... 

90 

Visits  to  milk  shops  and  milk  stores  ... 

5555 

...  5201 

5050 

Dirty  vessels  found  at  milk  shops  and 
milk  stores 

7 

36  ... 

49 

Shops,  cellars, and  pantries  wliitewaalied 

28 

59  ... 

109 

Dirty  churns  found  at  railway  stations 

6 

7 

0 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  at 
milkshops 

57 

40 

20 

good  deal  of  excellent  wor 

k has 

been  done 

during 

the  year  in  securing  greater  cleanliness  in  the  milkshops 
of  the  City.  By  custom,  a large  number  of  peoi)le  in  Bir- 
mingham prefer  to  buy  their  milk  from  small  vendors, 
rather  than  from  a milkman  who  takes  his  milk  round. 
The  milk  sold  in  these  shops  is  exposed  to  a great  many 
sources  of  contamination,  not  only  from  infected  persons, 
but  in  dusty  and  dirty  premises.  Dr.  McCrindle,  who 
has  been  looking  after  these  milkshops  during  the  year, 
has  been  able  to  obtain  in  a good  many  instances  much 
better  conditions  for  storage  of  the  milk  so  as  to  prevent 
contamination. 


MEAT,  FISH,  AND  FEUIT  SUPPLY. 

The  following  list  of  articles  surrendered  or  seized 
during  the  year  has  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Markets,  who  controls  the  operations  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Food. 


.Milkshops 


Bad  meat 
fish,  and 
fruit. 


74 


'Vntor  supply. 


BAD  MEAT. 

Voluntarily  surrendered 
Seized  by  lnsi)ectors  ... 
Weight  destroyed 
Persons  prosecuted 
Penalties  inflicted 

BAD  KISH. 

Voluntarily  surrendered 
Seized 

Weight  destroyed 
Persons  prosecuted 
Penalties  inflicted 

BAD  FRUIT. 

Weight  destroyed 
Persons  prosecuted 
Penalties  inflicted 


1903. 

2684  lots. 
18  lots. 
223  tons. 
6. 

£7  5. 


713  lots. 
8 lots. 

93  tons. 

2. 

£15. 


17  tons. 
1. 

£20. 


1904. 

3104  lots 
10  lots. 
286  tons. 
6. 

£57. 


646  lots. 
6 lots. 
70  tons. 
1. 

£5. 


11  tons. 

1. 

£20. 


The  Inspectors  paid  11,674  visits  to  slaughter-houses, 
and  report  that  they  found  them  generally  to  be  in  a clean 
condition. 


During  the  year  one  of  the  Inspectors,  while  in  the 
act  of  making  a seizure  of  very  bad  “ slink  ” meat  was 
attacked  by  a salesman  who  attempted  and  nearly  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  off  the  Inspector’s  head.  After  a pro- 
longed and  very  serious  illness,  the  Inspector  has  recovered 
sufficiently  to  be  on  duty  again.  The  meat  salesman  was 
prosecuted  and  sent  to  penal  servitude  for  five  years,  and 
the  occupier  of  the  shop,  for  having  in  his  possession  the 
“ slink  ” meat,  was  fined  I'‘20. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  analysis  of  water  samples  taken  at  the  instigation 
of  the  Health  Cominitti'e  from  taps  in  various  districts  of 
the  City  are  s('t  out  in  tabU'  XIII.  Tlu^se  samples  are 
taken  as  controls  to  tlu'  ordinary  monthly  series  of  samples 
which  are  taken  at  the  instigation  of  the  Water  Depart- 
ment, and  which  are  rc'ported  on  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  Water  Committee  direct. 


Few  towns  have  had  to  deal  with  a more  difficult 
problom  than  has  Birmingham  in  obtaining  an  adequate 
supply  of  wat('r  of  a character  which  does  not  admit  of 
liu'  probability  ol  contamination.  d'h('  chief  reasons  for 
tins  difficulty  have'  Ixam  the  siz('  of  the  town  to  be  sup- 
ph('d  and  the  charach'r  of  the  country  surrounding  it. 


On  -Tilly  21st,  1904.  the  new  Welsh  snpjily  was 
fornially  inau^niratefl  by  His  Majesty  the  Kin^.  who  then 
turned  on  the  water  from  the  works  at  Rhayader.  It 
will  be  some  little  time  yet  before  the  whole  of  the  City 
is  supplied  with  Welsh  water,  hut  the  knowledge  that  in 
time  this  pure  soft  water  is  to  replaci'  the  hard  unsatisfac- 
tory water  of  our  old  supply  will  remove  considerahk' 
responsibility  from  the  Health  Department.  The  old 
supply,  as  is  generally  known,  was  derived  from  six  di'ep 
W(dls  and  from  five  brooks. 

The  new  supply  has  proved  to  be  of  even  better 
([uality  than  originally  anticipated.  It  is  not  an  acid 
moorland  water,  as  is  su])plied  to  so  many  of  the  large 
towns,  but  is  a soft,  faintly  alkaline  water  well  aerated, 
and  containing  no  objectionable  organic  or  inorganic  con- 
stituents. But  far  more  important  than  this  is  the  fact 
that  the  chance  of  contamination  has  been  reduced  to  a 
point  beyond  which  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  go.  We 
have,  therefore,  not  only  a pure  water,  but  one  that  cannot 
become  contaminated. 


The  City  Analyst  has  supplied  the  following  analysis  : 


Total  Solid  Matter 

, . ( Free 

Ammoma  • .11  • • •• 

I Albmmnoia 

Nitric  Nitrogen 


Oxygen  oon.sun)ed  (4  hours  at  27°C) 
Chlorine  iii  Chlorides 
Hardnes.s  as  CaCO.-! 

Alkalinity  as  CaCOa  ... 
Pluinbo-Solvency  (Houston’s  Metho( 
Pluinbo-Erosive  n m 


tl 


tl 


tl 


1)  .. 

7 days 
14  days 


7'2  f)arts  per  100,000 
0 001 

0 006  M H 

O'OOO  M It 

0- 13 

1- l  „ n 

3'4  II  II 

3'0  II  II 

0-03 

0-2 

O’-l  II  II 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  total  solid 
matter  amounts  to  7.2  j^arts  per  100,000,  as  compared 
with  amounts  ranging  from  2-5  to  -36  parts  per  100,000  in 
the  old  supply. 


The  analysis  of  the  solid  matter  shows  the  following  : 


Calcium  (Ca) 

Magnesium  (Mg) 

Iron  (Fe) 

Silicates  as  Si  04 
Chlorides  as  Cl. 

Sulphates  as  SO'* 

Carbcmates  as  CO3 

Peaty  and  other  undetermined  matter 


0'83  parts  per  100,000 
0-22 

0-08  M II 

0*58  II  II 

0'90  II  II 

0*68  II  II 

1*26 

2*25  II  II 


Total 


6*80 
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Kactiiries  and 
'vorkshoii:<. 


When  the  wnter  first  arrived  from  Wales  it  contained 
a considei-ahle  amount  of  yellowish  brown  colour,  amount- 
ing to  red  3 parts,  yellow  8 parts,  and  blue  1 part  on  a 
tintometer  scale.  This  colour  has  diminished  in  tint,  till 
it  is  now  represented  by  red  .6  part,  yellow  ‘2.6  jiarts,  and 
blue  0.2  part.  Most  of  the  soft  waters  supplied  to  large 
towns  have  the  power  of  dissolving  lead  to  a greater  or  less 
extent.  It  has  been  found  that  the  extent  of  this  action 
is  for  practical  purposes  due  to  the  acid  peaty  matter 
which  the  water  contains.  The  Welsh  water  is,  however, 
alkaline  to  lacmoid,  and  does  not  differ  materially  from  our 
old  supply  in  its  plumbo-solvent  ability.  It  may  be  said 
that  every  pure  water  has  a slight  action  on  lead,  pure  rain 
water  being  especially  active  in  this  respect.  The  samples 
which  have  been  taken  from  lead-lined  cisterns  and  pipes 
during  1904  have  so  far  indicated  that  there  is  an  absence 
of  lead  in  solution  in  amounts  which  would  cause  injury 
even  to  people  who  have  a special  idiosyncrasy  to  lead. 

While  there  is  no  special  power  to  dissolve  lead,  there 
is  a power  in  the  original  Welsh  water  of  eroding  lead, 
'riiis,  how('ver.  is  neutralised  by  the  [)assage  of  the  wate?- 
through  the  aqueduct  to  Frankley.  When,  however,  the 
amount  of  water  sent  from  Wales  is  greatly  increased,  it 
may  be  necessary  lo  add  a grain  or  two  of  chalk  per  gallon 
in  ordei'  to  correct  this  erosive  power,  as  is  done  in  a 
number  of  other  towms,  should  it  be  found  that  the  harden- 
ing agency  of  the  aqucaluct  is  insuflicient  to  neulralisc  the 
larger  quantity. 


F.XCTCVHIFS  .AND  W^OFKSHOPS. 

Duritig  the  year  a good  deal  of  new  ground  has  been 
op(>ned  by  reason  of  the  appointment  of  additional  inspec- 
tors whose  (hity  it  is  to  look  after  factories,  workshops,  and 
workplaces.  Two  male  inspc'ctors  and  one  woman 
inspi'cfor  devot('  the  whok'  of  their  tinu'  to  this  work. 

A iK'w  regist('!‘  was  started  with  a vitwv  to  ('vcmtually 
securing  regular  insp('ction  of  (>ach  of  the  pn'inises  coming 
inuh^i  th('  titles  workshop  or  ‘‘  woi’kplace,  ’ and  much 
attention  has  b('en  paid  to  g('tting  the  details  for  this 
register  corn'otly  entered.  The  figures,  therefore,  will  not 
li(^,  compaj'ahle  with  those  giv('n  in  former  vears. 
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A form  has  been  suggested  by  the  Tjocal  Government 
Board  for  setting  out  the  statistics  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year,  and  the  results  are  as  follows  : — 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.--RETURN  FOR  190-1. 

INSPECTION. 


Inspection.s. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories  ... 

195 

21 

Nil. 

Workshops 

7321 

448 

1 

Work  place.s 

78 

18 

1 

Homeworkers’  premises 

628 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

8222 

487 

2 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


P.VRTierL.VR.S, 

Number  of  Defects. 

Referred 

No.  of 

Found. 

Remedied 

to 

n.  M.  r. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness 

933 

933 

Nil 

Nil 

Want  of  ventilation 

103 

103 

Nil 

Nil. 

Overcrowding 

13 

13 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Want  of  drainage  of  doors 

39 

39 

Nil. 

1 

Other  nuisances  ... 

816 

811 

Nil. 

Nil. 

. (Insufficient  ... 

66 

66 

Nil 

Nil. 

.am  ly  J Unsuitable  or  defective 

365 

363 

Nil. 

Nil. 

accommodation  ] se,,arate  for  sexes 

18 

18 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Breach  of  .special  requirements  for 
bakehouses  ... 

1 

1 

Nil. 

1 

Failure  as  regards  lists  of  outworkers.. 

14 

12 

Nil. 

1 

(living  out  work  to  be  ( Unwholesome 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

done  in  premise.s 

which  are — ( Infected 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Allowing  wearing  apparel  to  be  made 
in  premises  infected  with  Scarlet 
Fever  or  Smallqiox 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  offences 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total  

2368 

2359 

— 

3 

Inspection 
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Sinoki’ 

nuisancos 


UTHElt  MA'J'TERS. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  rt.M.  luspectors  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  aud  Work- 
shop Act  (Sec.  133)  ...  ...  ...» 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  b}-  | N o t i fi  e d b y i 
H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable  ' H.M. Inspectors ^ 
under  the  Public  Health  Act, -Reports  (ofj 
but  not  under  the  Factory  aud  i action  taken)  v 
Workshop  Act  (sent  to  H.M.I.  ) 

Other 

Underground  bakehou.ses  - 

In  use  during  1903  , 

Certificates  granted  I 

° 1 1904  ...  ...  ...  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 


3--' 

7.S 

78 

Nil. 


14 

3 

12 

If) 


Ntinilwr  f«f 

UMs. 

i >utW(irker0. 

Lists  of  Outworkers  received 

147 

1015 

Addresses  of  Outworker.s  forwarded  toother  Authorities 

63 

" M received  from  m m 

1 

7 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises  ; 

Wcarlnir 

Appard. 

Otb»*r. 

Notices  proliibiting  homework  in  unwholesome 
premises  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Ca-ses  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  lioineworkers* 
premises  under  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 

5 

2 

Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1904... 
Hakehotises ... 


6 1()7 
039 


Total 


7106 


BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

'Phc  four  Smoke  Inspectors  made  13.186  observations 
('ach  of  one  hour’s  duration,  during  the  year  1901.  As  in 
previous  years,  these  observations  includi'  not  onlv  the 
ehunneys  connected  with  steam  boilers,  hut  also  ‘those 
con.,octed  with  nietallurKical  fnrnaeos  of  various  kinds 
Tlic,  average  diiration  of  black  smoke  was  1.39  minutes. 
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In  the  following  table,  the  number  of  observations 
and  the  average  number  of  minutes  during  which  black 
smoke  was  emitted  are  given  for  the  last  six  years  : — 


1898 

No.  of  Observations... 

...  6431 

Average  number  of  minutes 
of  black  smoke  per 
observation  ...  3-42 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

i 

1903 

1904 

L4100 

9358 

15808 

I13445 

16705 

13186 

1-3G 

1-95 

1-34 

1-26 

1-27 

1-39 

The  total  number  of  infringements  reported  was  231 . 
as  compared  with  151  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  231 
excessive  emissions  of  black  smoke  reported,  the  owners 
of  the  works  were  cautioned  in  117  cases,  and  in  98 
instances  police-court  proceedings  were  taken.  The 
amount  of  the  penalties  inflicted  during  the  year  was  con- 
siderably more  than  in  any  previous  year,  as  will  he  seen 
from  the  following  table  : — 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

Total  cases  dealt 
with 

152 

117 

125 

116 

139 

151 

231 

Cautionary  letters 
sent 

99 

81 

89 

80 

89 

71 

117 

Police  Court  pro- 
ceedings 

53 

35 

35 

35 

50 

80 

98 

Total  amount  of 
fines 

£40,2/0 

£19/10/0 

£24/10/0 

£15/2/6 

£33/15/0 

£49/7/6 

£77/10/0 

Total  amount  of 
costs 

£21/10/0 

£14/0/0 

£14/6/0 

£14/4/0 

£19/8/6 

£36/15/6 

£37/17/6 

Average  fine 

15/1 

11/2 

14/0 

8/7 

13/6 

13/2 

15/10 
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* Rates  in  columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population.  f 53  weeks. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901  522,204. 

Area  of  District  in  acres,  12,639.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  n „ 107,831. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  Census  of  1901,  4-8. 


TABLE  II.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  IN  1904  AND.  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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DISEASE 

Smallpox  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 Diphtheria 

Membranous  Croup 

Typhus  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

Continued  Fever  . 

Kelapsing  Fever  . . 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Totals 

TABLE  IV. 


1)k.\ths  Kegisteked  in  ok  Belonging  to  the  City  of  BiRiMingham 
DURING  THE  YeAU  ENDING  DeCEIMKEK  31sT,  1904. 


A(<KS. 


DISKA.SKS. 


Smallpox  : 

(a)  Vaccinaled 
lb)  Unvaccinaled 
(c)  No  .Statement 


U—  1—  fi-  10-  15-  •20-25- :15- 15- 
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a!)  — 65—  75  — 185 
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Knteric  Fever 

A.si.atic  Cholera  

Diarrhee.a,  Dysentery  . . 
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German  .Measles 

Chicken  Fox 1 

Mumps  

Epid.  Cerebro  Spinal  .Meningitis  ■ ■ 

Hydrophobia 

Glanders,  Farcy 

Tetanus 

Anthra.x,  Splenic  Fever 
Cowpox.Accidentsof  Vaccinat’n  I 

Syphilis 14 

Gonorrlnea  


1 ■*” 

141 

17 

1 

1 (i 

36 

16 

•1 
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210 

246 

11 
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64 

37 

6 i 
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383 

’ 73 
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381 

; 86 
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6 11  15  l;t 


11 


i:i 
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12 
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32 


Fhagetl.'ena  

Erysipelas  

Puerperal  Fever 

Pyiemia,  Septiciemia  . . 

Infective  Endocarditis 

Cellulitis 

Cancrum  Oris 

Stomatitis  

Carbuncle  

Other  Allied  Diseases,. 

.Malarial  Fever  

Rheumatic  Fever 

Rheumati.sm  of  Heart 

Tuberculosis  of  Brain 21 

Tuberculosis  of  Larynx  

I’bthisis  . ' 5 

Abdominal  Tubercuhisis  .. 

General  Tuberculosis li 

Other  forms  of  Tidterculosis  2 

Thrush  4 

Actinomycosis  

Hydatid  Diseases 

Scurvy  

Acute  Alcoholi.sm 

Chronic  Alcoholism  ’’  !! 

Lead  Poisoning  

Other  Chronic  Poisonings 

Osteo-arthritis,  Rheumatism  . i..  u..  i i < 

Gout .T  ..  3 


21 
54  3t) 

li) 


1 1 2 . . 1 2 I 

1 1 1 .. 

!)  42  (!7  175  -201  17C  S3 

2 2 I 3 . . 2 

5 3 15  7..  2 
11114  2 1 


li) 


C.ancer 

Diabetes  .MelliUis ’ 

Purpura  llremorrhagica  ..  ..  i 

Ilannophilia ’ 

Anamna j 

Lymphadenoma  . . . ! 


1 6 12  41  114 


Premature  Birth 377 

Injury  at  Birth  ! 16 

Debility  at  Birth ' ' cjg 

Atelectasis  '/ 

CotigcniLil  Defects  !!  . ! !!  6i) 

Want  of  Brc.'ist  Milk  ..  ..  . . ‘fii 

.Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus..  .336  so  1 

Dentition m 

Rickets  ''  " iS 

jjid  Age,  Senile  Decay 


..  377 

..  16 

..  50 

..  •2;i 

52 

13 

20 

7 4 

6 .. 
1)4  30 

10  3 


!«)  '228  ' 7t) 


.All  Ages. 
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ci 
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loi 

•207 

:ki 

35 

65 

21) 

31) 

Gti 

2:1 

246 

467 

51) 

.56 

115 

hf 

14 

31) 

•271 

212 

483 

232 

240 

472 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

12 

22 

4 

4 

13 

16 

•21) 

27 

27 

8 

6 

14 

5 

5 

10 

4 

3 

f 

3 

3 

6 
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2 
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1 

1 

1 
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IS 

40 

33 

73 

•2 
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3 

518 

188 

S06 

63 

44 

107 

21) 

32 

61 

IS 
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21 

3 

2 
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4 

4 

8 

8 

16 

24 

3 

3 

15 

17 

32 

10 

6 

16 

172 

228 

400 

22 

18 

40 
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3 

«2 

2 

10 

i4 

•24 
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4 

218 

1.5!) 

377 

6 

10 

10 

143 

IK) 

233 

14 

12 

•26 

47 

23 

70 

13 

10 

•23 

207 

182 

389 

16 

15 

31 

21 

155 

13 

24!) 

34 

404 

87 


TABLE  II — contimied . 

Deaths  Eegistered  in  ok  Belonging  to  the  City  of  Birmingham 
DURING  THE  YeAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31ST,  1904. 


AGES. 

All  Ages. 

DISEASES. 

4> 

0— 

1- 

5— 

10- 

15- 

20— 

26- 

35— 

45— 

66— 

65— 

75- 

85— 

W 

a> 

13 

S 

0 

T. 

u 

V 

Convulsions  

144 

38 

1 

1 

107 

77 

184 

Meningitis  

54 

82 

16 

3 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

5 

95 

91 

186 

Encephalitis 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

37 

ie 

2 

4 

6 

Apoplexy 

2 

5 

17 

23 

1 

57 

45 

102 

Softening  of  Brain  

.. 

9 

3 

10 

4 

15 

11 

20 

1 

1 

2 

9 

15 

26 

9 

29 

36 

65 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane 

2 

13 

8 

1 

4 

8 

24 

4 

28 

Other  Forms  of  Insanity  . . ■ . 

1 

2 

10 

2 

9 

14 

23 

Chorea  

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Cerebral  Tumour 

2 

1 

4 

3 

1 

7 

9 

16 

Epilepsy 

1 

3 

2 

4 

4 

8 

9 

14 

5 

4 

2 

30 

26 

56 

I.aryngisnms  Stridulus 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Locomotor  Ataxy 

i 

2 

6 

2 

1 

9 

3 

12 

Paraplegia  

Neuritis 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

• • 

8 

S 

C 

2 

5 

2 

f) 

1 

20 

3 

14 

7 

34 

10 

OtherDiseases  of  Brain  orNerves 

3 

1 

1 

■ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

8 

11 

19 

Otitis 

6 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

15 

t 

22 

Diseases  of  Nose,  Epistaxis 

1 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Eye  

•• 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

Pericarditis  

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• • 

3 

3 

6 

Endocarditis,  Valvular  Disease 

4 

8 

is 

3 

19 

30 

30 

35 

30 

6 

89 

95 

184 

Hypertrophy  of  Heart 

Angina  Pectoris 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

4 

9 

Heart  Disease  (not  defined) 

10 

i 

6 

5 

b 

19 

52 

88 

92 

98 

42 

5 

196 

234 

430 

Aneurism 

1 

3 

3 

4 

4 

13 

2 

15 

Senile  Gangrene 

8 

4 

1 

7 

6 

13 

Embolism,  Thrombosis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

6 

14 
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TABLE  IV — contimud. 

Deaths  Registered  in  or  Belonging  to  the  City  of  Birmingham 
DURING  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1904. 


diseases. 


Diseases  of  Te.stis  and  Penis  . . 

Diseases  of  Ovaries  

Diseases  of  U terns  and  A|)-  \ 

pendages  / 
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ternal  Genitals  ..  / 
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Puerperal  Mania 

Puerperal  Convulsions 
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Puerperal  Thrombosis 
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Other  Diseases,  Pregnancy  \ 
and  Childbirth / 
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TABLE  V. 


Deaths  Eegistered  in,  or  Belonging  to,  each  Ward  during  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  1904. 


CAUSES 

OF 

DEATH. 
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TABLE  VI. 

De.vths  under  One  Year  Registered  in,  or  Belonging  to,  each  Ward 
DURING  THE  YeAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31ST,  1904. 


CAUSES 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Number  of  Cases  Eepohted  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  during  each  Week  of  the  Year  1904. 


lyplioul  Fever,  119 


TABLE  IX. 

Tempebaturk  op  the  Air  and  Ground,  Rainfall,  Sunshine,  and  Wind,  in  each  Month  of  the  Year  1904. 

Observed  at  the  Birmiwjhain  and  Midland  Institute  Observatory,  Edybaston,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Cresswell. 
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* In  the  seventeen  years  1887-1908 


II 
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TABLE  X. 

Temperature  and  Eainfall  in  each  Month  and  Year  from  1893  to  1904. 
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TABLE  XI. 

SuMMAKY  OP  Nuisances  abated  and  uthek  wokk  done  during 
THE  years  190iJ  and  1904. 


1903. 


1904. 


NUISANCES. 

Houses  cleansed  (walls  and  ceilings)  ... 

Houses  repaired  ... 

Houses  provided  with  better  ventilation 
Cases  of  overcrowding  remedied 
Accumulations  of  water  in  cellars  removed 
Eain-water  spouts  repaired  or  disconnected 
Ashpit  privies  converted  to  water-closets 
Pan  privies  converted  to  water-closets 
Privies  and  closets  limewashed... 

Water-closets  repaired  or  altered 
Ashplaces  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Additional  water-closets  provided 
Additional  ashtubs  provided 
Urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Drains  relaid  or  repaired 
Drains  opened  and  cleansed 
Drains  efficiently  trapped 
Drains  in  cellars  disconnected  from  the  sew 
or  abolished  ... 

New  sinks  provided 

Sink  di’ains  disconnected  from  the  sewer 
Sink  bend-pipes  repaired  or  affixed 
Premises  supplied  with  additional  drains 
Back  yards  paved 
Back  yards  repaired 
Tenants  made  to  cleanse  yard  and  outbuilding 
Washhouses  repaired  ...  ...  •... 

Premises  fiom  which  fowls  have  been  removed 
Nuisances  from  swine  and  swine  styes  abated 
Accumulations  of  wash,  manure,  &c.,  removed 
Other  nuisances  abated  ... 

Number  of  persons  summoned 
Amount  of  penalties 
Amount  of  costs  ... 


WORK  OE  CLEANSING  STAFF. 


Courts  cleansed  by  arrangement 
Other  courts  cleansed 
Pan  privies  swilled 
Ashplaces  swilled 


1,974 

1,452 

3,858 

3,048 

241 

184 

52 

46 

435 

314 

784 

584 

621 

335 

2,395 

2,283 

522 

463 

875 

1,368 

416 

398 

199 

149 

1,476 

1,691 

118 

135 

482 

468 

2,545 

3,820 

1,793 

2,017 

102  ! 

77 

103  1 

160 

62  ' 

46 

266 

147 

114 

141 

97 

85 

274 

295 

1,658 

765 

298 

239 

116 

103 

22 

23 

406 

384 

229 

111 

39 

^ 6 

£4/5/0 

£4/8/0 

£1/18/0 

4,638 

5,470 

? 

5,571 

76,020 

57,875 

72,992 

66,472 
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TABLE  'Kl.— continued. 


1903. 

1904. 

Houses  stripped  and  limewashed 

386 

Ill 

Other  buildings  limewashed 

586 

102 

Amount  charged  ... 

^ 258/18/3 

£62 

INSPECTION  OE  WATER-CLOSETS. 

Niiiiiher  of  water-closets  inspected 
Number  found  with  dirty  basins 
Number  found  witli  dirty  seats 
Number  found  with  dirty  doors 
Numljer  found  obstructed 
Number  found  defective 


.-s  :e  rH 


86,774 

13,538 

8,667 

2,895 

2,622 

1,023 


INEECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Houses  disinfected 

Reds  and  bed  clothes  disinfected 

Garments  disinfected 

Other  articles  disinfected 

Persons  summoned 

Amount  of  penalties  

Amount  of  costs  ... 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

Observations  made  by  inspectors 
Infringements  reported  ... 
iManufacturers  cautioned 
Manufacturers  summoned 
Amount  of  penalties 
Amount  of  costs  ... 


LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  of  common  lodging  houses 

Lodgers  allowed 

Registered  houses  let  in  lodgings 
Lodgers  allowed  ... 

Visits  by  day  to  common  lodging  houses  and 
houses  let  in  lodgings 
Visits  by  night  to  common  lodging  houses 
Keepers  summoned 
Amount  of  penalties 
Amount  of  costs 


* Kep.siered  la.st  year  as  7i. 


4,181 

3,024 

25,127 

. 24,706 

27,706 

13,167 

7,123 

1 12,397 

r" 

i 

1 

£3/10/0 

5s. 

£1/5/0 

1 

16,705 

1 

13,186 

151 

231 

71 

117 

80 

98 

£49/7/6 

£77/10  0 

£36/15/6 

£37/17/6 

1 

’’•52 

1 

1 

32 

2,522 

1,854 

250 

234 

1,307  ' 

1,273 

14,895  ’ 

13,515 

1,141 

830 

9 

37 

£9 

£26/11/0 

£3  4/0 

£13/8/6 
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TABLE  'KL— continued. 


1 1 

j 

1 

1903. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

1 Number  of  canal  boats  on  register  ...  ... 

378 

1 Number  of  inspections  made  ... 

969 

1 Breaches  of  regulations  discovered  : ‘ 

1 Cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ... 

7 

1 Sexes  not  separated  ... 

9 

1 Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

6 

1 Water  receptacle  not  provided 

13 

1 Not  in  habitable  condition  ...  ...  ... 

5 

1 Other  contraventions  ...  ...  . . . j 

50 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT.  ' 

1 Factories  inspected  ...  ...  ...  | 

11,122  ! 

1 

1 Workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  - 

1 Workplaces  inspected  ...  i 

) 

1,207 

1 Homeworkers’  premises  inspected 

1 Nuisances' under  Public  Health  Act : 

j Want  of  cleanliness 

929 

1 Want  of  ventilation... 

111 

1 Overcrowding... 

21 

1 Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

? 

1 Premises  requiring  repairs  ... 

85 

1 Accumulations  of  rubbish  ... 

27 

1 Defective  drains 

107 

1 Other  nuisances 

36 

1 Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient 

1 Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or 

1 defective  ...  ...  • ••• 

1 Sanitary  accommodation  not  separate  for 

1 sexes  ...  ...  ... 

1 Offences  under  Factory  and  \Vorkshop  Act: 

1 Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

) 

0 

1 bakehouses 

1 Failure  as  regards  list  of  outworkers 

9 

1 Giving  out  work  to  unwholesome  or  infected 

1 premises 

1 Persons  summoned  ... 

0 

9 

1 Amount  of  penalties 

£4/15/0 

£3/6/0 

1 Amount  of  costs  ... 

1 Number  of  hsts  of  outworkers  received 

243 

1 Number  of  outworkers  therein... 

1,707  1 

SHOP  HOURS  ACTS. 

1 1 

1 Number  of  visits... 

1,704 

8 

£3/10/0 

£5/8/0 

1 Persons  summoned 

1 Amount  of  penalties  ...  

1 Amount  of  costs  ... 

1904. 


379 

1,1B2 


195 

7,321 

78 

628 


0 

2 

£1/2/6 

£1/5/6 

147 

1,015 


914 
1 

(Defendant 

absconded)! 
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TABLE  XI.—  ojiitinued. 


SEATS  FOE  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  ACT. 

Numbei’  of  visits 
Persons  summoned 
Amount  of  penalties 
Amount  of  costs... 


DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Dairies  on  the  register  ... 

Milkshops  on  the  register 
Purveyors  on  the  register 
Visits  to  dairies  ... 

Visits  to  milkshops  and  milk  stores 
Dirty  churns  found  at  railway  stations 
Dirty  vessels  at  milk  shops  and  milk  stores 
Shops,  cellars,  and  pantries  limewashed 
Lamp  oil,  fish,  tripe,  and  vinegar  businesses 
prohibited 
Persons  summoned 
Amount  of  penalties 
Amount  of  costs  ... 


HEALTH  VISITORS’  WORK. 

Number  of  visits 

Number  of  revisits  

Instructions  given  to — 

Clean  rooms  ... 

Remove  filth  from  cellar  

Destroy  rubbish  

Remove  bedroom  slops 
Open  windows 
Unstop  chimnej's 
Cleanse  bedding 
Use  additional  bedroom 
Screen  off  beds 
Get  larger  house 
Provide  additional  beds 
Get  rid  of  lodgers 
Wash  children 

Feed  infants  suitably  ^ 

Clothe  infants  suitably 
Obtain  medical  advice 
Clean  yard  and  outhouses  ... 


1 

1 1903. 

1904. 

1,686 

891 

2 

1 

i £1/0,  0 
£0/12/0 

i 

£1/0/0 

£0/8/0 

! 26 

16 

1 2,734 

2,470 

1 163 

182 

105 

90 

5,021 

5,050 

7 

0 

36 

49 

59 

109 

1 29 

25 

! 0 

2 

i 

1 

£0/2/0 

£0/12/0 

26,170 

28,692 

13,820 

10,240 

1,951  j 

1,741 

1 2,085  ' 

619 

655 

675 

3,217 

3,102 

3,935 

4,207 

I 1,109 

621 

1 856  1 

851 

' 522 

527 

264  ! 

188 

163  , 

336 

211  , 

183 

32  j 

81 

355  ! 

622 

622 

3,231 

? 

2,892 

764 

827 

761 

519 
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TABLE  XIII. 

WATEK:  RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS  EXPRESSED  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 

(Supplied  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C.,  City  Analyst.) 


100 
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CITY  HOSPITAL,  LODGE  ROAD, 


N 


Jll 


□ 


C 


H 


U J 


J 

1 

G 

cib 

[ 

C 

B 

[L 

Tlr-,r, 

A 

8 Isolation  rooms 

20  beds 

B 

2 Wards 

24  M 

C 

2 Wards 

24 

D 

2 Wards 

21  M 

E 

4 Wards 

56  >. 

F 

4 Wards 

56  .. 

G 

1 Ward 

18  M 

H 

1 Ward 

28  M 

M 


J Laundry,  etc. 

K Spare  Ward  & Store,  28  beds 
Ac(m.  Administration  and  Staff 
Dis.  Discharging  Block 
IVi  Mortuary 
N Lodge 


CITY  SMALLPOX  HOSPITAL 


C 


E 


A Ward,  30  beds 

B M 46 

C M 26  M 

E 2 Wards.  8 beds 
F Laundry  and  Disinfecting 
G Administration 
H Dispensary 
I Mortuary 

K Discharging  Block 
L M.O  Clothing 
M Staff  and  Med.  Officer 
N Lodge 

O Shelter  for  Contacts 


k 


□ X 


CITY  HOSPITAL,  LITTLE  BROMWICH. 


□k 


Y 

□ 


U 


n — ^ 


jn 


U 


□ 


n [L 


H 


Li  Lr 


n 

D 


E 


ET 


Cr 


P 


PEL 


O 


_n_rx 

A 


a 


n 


a 


p 


hj — u 


A 2 Wards  38  beds 
B „ 38 

C „ 38 

D „ 36 

E „ 36 

F „ 36 

G 36 

H „ 60 

I „ 60 

J ,,  60 

X 4 Rooms  12 
Y „ 12 

Z Isolation  Rooms,  24  beds 
K Mortuary 
L Laundry 

M Nurses’  Accommod’n 
N New  Nurses’  Home 
Adm.  Administration 
O Discharging  Wards 
P Receiving  Block 


M 


P n 


Lodge 


Yardley  Road 
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Health  Department, 


The  Council  House, 
Birmingham, 

October  10th,  1904. 

To  THE  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

At  the  meeting  of  yonr  Committee  on  the  17th  day 
of  March,  I was  instructed,  in  the  following  terms,  to 
report  on  the  Floodgate  Street  Area  and  the  Municipal 
Wards  of  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  Stephen’s  : — 

Minute  8,558.  Resolved. — That,  having  regard 
to  the  evidence  tendered  to  the  Licensing  Justices  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  the  3rd  and  4th  insts.,  with 
reference  to  the  Floodgate  Street  Area,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  be  instructed  to  report  whether,  in 
his  opinion,  the  Corporation  are  under  any  obligation 
to  take  further  steps  than  they  are  now  doing  in  this 
particular  area,  and  in  the  ward  in  which  the  area  is 
situated ; and,  further,  seeing  that  St.  Mary’s  and  St. 
Stephen’s  death-rate  is  generally  excessively  high, 
what,  in  his  opinion,  is  the  cause  of  the  same,  with 
any  recommendations  he  thinks  desirable  to  make 
with  a view  to  reducing  it. 
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I. — The  FLooiKiATE  Street  Area. 

General  Plan  of  Investigation . 

In  carrying  out  your  instructions,  I have  deemed  it 
desirable  in  the  first  instance  to  make  a very  careful  and 
detailed  examination  of  the  l^^loodgate  Street  Area,  as  the 
conditions  under  which  the  poor  live  in  such  an  area  are 
typical  of  what  is  found  in  the  bad  districts  of  the  larger 
areas — the  Municipal  Wards. 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  taken  two  inspectors  sixteen 
weeks  to  get  for  me  the  details  required.  Having  thus 
obtained  the  necessary  data,  I inspected  all  the  properties, 
and  made  special  investigations  into  points  which  appeared 
to  require  consideration. 

Boundaries  and  Physical  Features  of  the  Area. 

The  actual  boundaries  of  the  Floodgate  Street  Area 
are  complicated,  as  the  properties  on  both  sides  of  the 
boundary  streets  have  been  taken.  For  the  purposes  of 
this  enquiry,  however,  the  arrangement  has  proved  to  be 
quite  convenient. 

The  area  is  bounded 

On  the  North-west  by  Duddeston  Bow  and  Park 
Street ; 

On  the  South-west  by  Digbeth  and  High  Street, 
Deri  tend ; 

On  the  South-east  by  tleathmill  Lane ; and 

On  the  North-east  by  Fazeley  Street,  Andover 
Street,  part  of  Banbury  Street,  and  part  of  New 
Canal  Street. 

The  Ifiver  Pea  crosses  the  southern  part  of  the  area 
in  a north-eastern  direction.  The  river  is  inverted,  and 
thus  prevented  from  being  an  unsightly  nuisance.  Except 
in  its  northern  part,  the  area  is  a comparatively  flat  one, 
there  being  a gentle  slope  to  the  river. 
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The  higli-lcvel  viaduct  of  the  (xreat  Western  Railway 
intersects  the  area,  of  which  passengers  on  this  line 
obtain  a good  view.  In  addition,  the  North-Western 
Railway  line  crosses  the  area  in  an  east-to-west  direction. 
Canal  docks  also  occupy  a considerable  space  on  this 
Floodgate  Street  Area. 

Geologically,  the  area  is  situated  on  the  Red  Marls 
of  the  Kenper  beds  of  New  Red  Sandstone  Age. 

Size,  and  Character  of  the  Area. 

The  Floodgate  Street  Area  contains  approximately 
114  acres,  and  is  occupied  chiefly  by  works,  warehouses, 
shops,  railway  lines,  and  canal  wharf.  On  a large  map  I 
have  indicated  in  red  the  dwelling-houses,  and  in  green 
all  the  other  buildings  on  the  area.  From  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  relatively  only  a small  part  is  occupied  by 
dwelling-houses.  When  all  the  buildings  are  taken  into 
consideration,  however,  the  area  may  properly  be  described 
as  one  crowded  -with  buildings. 

The  large  number  of  works  on  the  area,  and  the 
number  in  the  districts  immediately  surrounding,  make 
the  atmosphere  smoky  and  gloomy,  and  therefore  com- 
paratively sunless. 

The  streets  run  at  right  angles  to  one  another,  in  a 
N.W.  to  S.E.  and  N.E.  to  S.W.  direction.  Most  of  them 
are  of  fair  width,  only  two  or  three  unimportant  streets 
being  under  35  feet  wide.  With  the  exception  of  thirteen, 
they  are  paved  with  setts.  A good  deal  of  heavy  traffic 
passes  through  these  streets,  making  them  unsuitable  as 
playgrounds  for  children. 

The  area  is  entirely  situated  in  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Municipal  Ward,  and  occupies  about  one-third  part  of  the 
ward  as  regards  area  and  population.  The  density  of 
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population  ill  the  whole  ward  is  84.9  persons  per  acre, 
and  in  this  special  area  ahont  the  same  dimsity  is  found — 
80  pi'rsons  per  acre. 

Populdlio)}  (in<l  ] frail  It  SlaHsfirs. 

Before  describing  in  detail  what  inj’  eiujniry  has 
shown  to  be  the  condition  of  the  houses,  and  of  the  jieojile 
living  in  them,  on  this  ari'a,  it  will  first  of  all  be  well  to 
briefly  report  some  of  the  statistical  evidence  which  \m' 
have  gathi'red  as  to  [)()|)nlation  and  health. 

At  the  census  of  1901  the  iiopulation  living  in  streets 
either  wholly  or  almost  wholly  situated  on  this  area  was 
9,878  persons.  For  statistical  purposes  I have  taken  the 
area  covered  by  these  streets  rather  than  that  descriht'd 
as  the  Floodgate  Street  Area.  Except  in  one  or  two 
places,  the  two  are  identical — the  total  diffei’ence  being 
that  the  statistical  area  contains  possibly  100  persons  more 
that  the  Floodgate  Street  Area. 

In  addition  to  the  pei-sons  living  on  the  area,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  th(‘re  is  a certain  part  of  its  ])opula- 
tion  always  living  in  the  workhouse,  lunatic  asylums, 
hospitals,  and  the  gaol  ; hut  I have  not  taken  these  into 
consideration,  except  as  regards  the  deaths  at  these  institu- 
tions. 

4’here  is  always  a liability  to  error  when  death-rates 
arc  calculated  on  small  populations.  To  avoid  error  from 
this  source,  the  rates  have  been  based  on  the  mean  niim- 
her  of  i)('rsons  dying  during  five  years,  and  the  population 
at  tlu'.  middh'  |i('riod  has  l)('en  taken  -this  population 
hapjiens  to  h('  that  taken  at  the  1901  census.  I think, 
therefore,  the  death-ratc'S  obtained,  and  set  out  on  the 
opposite  page,  may  he  taken  as  fairly  representing  what 
is  the  true  mortality  rate. 
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Street. 

Census 

Popula- 

tion. 

Deaths  in  the  Years. 

Total 

De.aths. 

Deaths 

in 

Work- 

house. 

Mean 

Death 

Rate. 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Allison  Street 

552 

21 

37 

27 

30 

22 

137 

42 

49  6 

Andover  Street... 









— 





Banbury  Street... 

149 

6 

7 

2 

6 

5 

26 

4 

34  9 

Barn  Street 

452 

23 

12 

8 

17 

16 

76 

11 

33  6 

Bartholomew  Street  ... 

570 

18 

14 

10 

12 

16 

70 

11 

246 

Bordesley  Street 

693 

22 

21 

24 

21 

19 

107 

14 

30  8 

Coventry  Street 

473 

19 

18 

13 

13 

9 

72 

17 

30  4 

Digbeth  ... 

579 

20 

27 

11 

10 

8 

76 

10 

26  3 

Duddeston  Row 

312 

10 

10 

11 

8 

16 

55 

20 

35  3 

Fazeley  Street  ... 

570 

15 

9 

18 

12 

8 

62 

5 

21  8 

Floodgate  Street 

578 

19 

7 

18 

15 

12 

71 

8 

24  6 

Oibb  Street 

147 

8 

2 

2 

3 

6 

21 



28  6 

Heath  Mill  Lane 

671 

21 

20 

16 

14 

14 

85 

5 

25-3 

High  Street,  Deritend... 

633 

27 

22 

26 

21 

21 

117 

18 

37  0 

Little  Ann  Street 

248 

3 

5 

8 

7 

6 

29 

2 

23-4 

Meriden  Street ... 

551 

19 

22 

15 

16 

11 

83 

21 

301 

Milk  Street 

525 

20 

10 

23 

13 

21 

87 

16 

33  2 

Moores  Row  & River  St. 

154 

4 

11 

8 

5 

4 

32 

9 

415 

New  Bartholomew  St.... 

166 

5 

3 

4 

4 

5 

21 

4 

253 

New  Canal  Street 

547 

23 

12 

19 

17 

16 

87 

29 

31-8 

Oxford  Street  ... 

320 

13 

10 

15 

11 

4 

53 

14 

331 

Park  St 

315 

20 

22 

21 

20 

17 

100 

41 

635 

Park  Lane  & Well  Lane 

139 

7 

10 

2 

2 

4 

25 

4 

360 

Pickford  Street 

282 

5 

7 

7 

8 

6 

33 

4 

234 

Trent  Street  

252 

8 

5 

5 

6 

10 

34 

6 

27-0 

9,878 

356 

323 

313 

291 

276 

1,559 

315 

31-6 

Tlie  mean  death-rate  on  the  area  for  the  five  years 
under  review  was  31.57  per  1,000  per  annum,  while  for 
the  whole  City  (including  this  area)  it  was  for  the  same 
period  19.38  per  f ,000  The  mortality  on  the  area  was 
60  per  cent,  higher  than  that  in  the  City  as  a whole. 

Exception  may  be  taken  to  comparisons  between  the 
mortality  in  such  an  area  and  that  in  the  whole  City,  as 
the  latter  includes  the  districts  inhabited  by  those  who 
know  how  to  take  care  of  their  lives  and  have  the  means 
of  doing  so.  For  the  sake  of  further  comparison,  there- 
fore, I have  taken  the  more  or  less  artisan  district  of  All 
Saints’  Ward.  Here  the  mean  mortality  rate  for  five 
years  was  16.65.  The  mortality  rate  in  the  Floodgate 
Street  Area  was,  therefore,  90  per  cent,  higher  than  that 
in  All  Saints’  Ward. 
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It  will  be  further  noted  that  in  the  healthiest  street 
on  the  area  the  death-rate  was  21.8  per  1,000,  and  that  it 
rose  to  49. G per  1,000  in  Allison  Street,  and  63.5  ^jer  1,000 
in  Park  Street. 

44ie  ninnl)er  of  persons  from  this  area  wlio  died  as 
pau])ers  is  liigh.  No  less  than  315  died  in  the  workhouse, 
aud  a numher  of  others  would  at  the  time  of  their  death 
he  in  receipt  of  outdoor  relief.  One  in  every  five  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  the  workhouse.  In  Allison  Street, 
42  out  of  137  deaths  during  the  five  years  were  of  paupers 
at  the  workhouse.  In  Park  Street  the  proportion  ^^•as 
even  higher — 41  out  of  100  so  died. 

In  the  next  table  is  set  out  the  death-rates  from 
certain  causes  of  death  in  the  area  as  a whole,  in  the  City 
(including  the  area),  and  in  All  Saints’  Ward  ; — 


DISEASE. 

Death-rat 

Eloodsate 

Street 

Area. 

5 per  1,000  per  annum- 

City  of  1 All 

Hirming-  1 Saints’ 
ham.  Ward. 

Smallpox 

•02 

•01 

- 

Measles 

•85 

•39 

•36 

Scarlet  Fever  

•38 

•27 

•27 

Influenza  

•36 

•22 

1 '21 

Whooping  Cough  ...  

•41 

•40 

' -43 

Diphtheria...  

■24 

•18 

•13 

Enteric  Fever 

•28 

•22 

•20 

Diarrhoea  ... 

1-68 

1-24 

•96 

Enteritis  ...  

•69 

•56 

•44 

Erysipelas 

•10 

•05 

•03 

Puerperal  Fever 

•06 

•04 

■04 

Tuberculosis  of  Meninges 

•12 

•13 

•14 

.1  Lungs  

3 71 

1-62 

1-31 

M Abdominal 

•08 

•20 

•23 

.1  Other  forms 

•36 

•15 

•14 

Alcoholism 

•10 

•06 

■05 

Cancer  ...  

•87 

•75 

•67 

Premature  Birth 

103 

•69 

•72 

Debility,  Marasmus  

2-53 

1-22 

•96 

Old  Age 

•77 

•90 

66 

Convulsions  ...  

•77 

•38 

•35 

Heart  Disease 

1-36 

1-27 

1-14 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy 

8-04 

3-70 

3.04 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•34 

•19  , 

•14 

Parturition...  

•14 

•09 

•09 

Accidents  

117 

•56  1 

•41 

Suicides  

•12 

•09  1 

•07 

ALL  CAUSES  

31-57 

19-38 

16-65 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that 

Measles  was  more  than  twice  as  fatal  as  in  the 
City  or  All  Saints’  ; 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Jdiphtheria  were  decidedly  more 
fatal ; 

Diarrhoea  is  represented  by  a death-rate  of  1.68  per 
1,000  in  the  area,  as  compared  with  1.24  in  the 
City,  and  .96  in  All  Saints’  ; 

Enteritis  follows  closelj  on  Diarrhoea  ; 

Tubercular  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  caused  a mor- 
tality 130  per  cent,  above  that  for  the  City  as  a 
whole,  and  180  per  cent,  above  All  Saints’ ; 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver  together  give 
a rate  of  .44  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  .19  in 
the  more  temperate  All  Saints’  Ward  ; 

Premature  Birth,  Debility,  and  Marasmus  caused 
a death-rate  twice  as  high  as  that  in  All  Saints’  ; 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy  caused  a rate 
of  8.04  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  3.70  in  the 
City,  and  3.04  in  All  Saints’  ; 

Accidents  caused  twice  as  high  a rate  as  that  in 
the  whole  City. 

The  figures  above  are  typical  of  a poverty-stricken, 
insanitary,  and  vicious  population. 

Improper  and  insufficient  food  weakens  resistance 
against  many  diseases  such  as  phthisis,  marasmus,  etc., 
while  this,  along  with  carelessness  and  exposure,  increases 
the  deaths  from  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  lungs. 

It  is  typical  of  such  an  area  that  the  number  of  cases 
from  typhoid  fever  should  not  be  exceptionally  large,  while 
the  fatality  from  it  is  high.  The  sickness-rate  for  the  area 
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was  1 .44  per  1,000,  as  com])ared  with  1.20  per  1,000  in  the 
whole  C4ty.  Tlie  fatality — percentage  mortality — was 
19.7  per  cent,  in  the  a]‘('a,  and  18. .3  per  cent,  for  the  City. 
The  explanation  given  of  this  apparcmt  anomaly  is  that 
j)eople  living  in  filth  and  dirt  continuously  become  more 
or  less  insusceptible  to  that  form  of  filth  which  breeds 
ty[)hoid  infection. 

But  ajmrt  from  statistics,  theii'  is  anotluu'  and  e<jually 
trustworthy  way  of  estimating  the  condition  of  healthiness 
of  these  people.  I have  gone  over  the  district  during  the 
daytime  and  at  night,  and  from  observation  J have  been 
much  impressed  with  the  obvious  signs  of  bad  health, 
stunfi'd  development,  insufficient  nurture,  and  general 
physical  inefficiency.  It  would  be  (piite  })ossible  to 
accurately  record  many  of  these  conditions  by  having 
careful  anthropological  measurements  made  of  persons 
residing  in  this  area,  and,  for  compailson,  of  those  in  a 
healthier  area ; but  I have  not  thought  this  necessary. 

House  Accommodation. 

In  the  inspection  which  has  been  made  of  the  Flood- 
gate Street  Area,  I have  taken  into  account  certain  other 
conditions,  such  as  Housing,  Poverty,  etc. 

At  the  time  of  our  inspection  there  were  1 ,934  houses 
on  the  area.  Of  this  number,  1,730  were  in  actual  occu])a- 
tion,  149  Avere  void,  and  55  were  void  but  under  repairs. 

'Phe  rental  of  1 ,577  of  these  houses  was  ascertained 
from  th(',  tenants.  In  the  remaining  instances,  shops, 
puhlic-houses,  and  other  buildings  were  attached  to  tlu' 
dwelling-houses  in  such  a way  that  it  was  impossible  to 
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apportion  the  rental ; we  therefore  left  these  out  of 
aeeonnt.  Of  the  1,577  houses, 

381  were  under  4s.  j’ental  per  week; 

()55  were  Irom  Is.  to  under  5s.  rental  per  w'eek ; 

172  were  from  5s.  to  under  6s.  rental  per  week; 

’"101  were  from  Gs.  to  under  7s.  rental  per  week ; 

*268  were  7s.  or  over  rental  per  week. 

*Iu  some  of  these  tlic  front  room  was  used  as  a shop. 

Two-thirds  of  the  r(K^orded  houses  were  of  rentals 
under  5s.  per  week. 

By  themselves,  these  figures  indicate  that  a fair  pro- 
portion of  the  houses  are  of  what  would  appear  to  be  low 
rental,  but  when  the  wages  of  the  occupants  are  enquired 
into,  so  much  poverty  exists  that  it  is  somewhat  remark- 
able that  more  effort  to  economise  by  taking  two  families 
into  one  house  was  not  made  than  we  actually  found. 

Incidentally,  our  enquiry  has  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  rentals  in  this  district  have  increased 
since  the  enquiry  made  by  the  stafl'  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment in  1898,  and  that  this  increase  has  largely  occurred 
among  the  low-r('nt('d  houses.  Among  these  houses,  3d. 
to  6d.  weekly  has  been  added  to  the  rent  of  a considerable 
number.  In  some  cases  a house  which  was  2s.  9d.  per 
week  some  years  ago,  now  lets  at  4s.  3d. 

Twelve  hundred  and  thirty-six  houses  were  of  the 
back-to-back  type,  of  which  it  is  said  there  are  between 
30,000  and  40,000  in  the  Cfity.  Only  698  were  “ through  ” 
houses.  These  include  many  of  the  Digbeth  shops,  the 
public-houses,  and  caretakers  houses.  The  number  of 
available  through  cottage  houses  is,  therefore,  very  small. 
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Excepting  the  shops  and  pnhlic-lioiise  premises,  and 
a comparatively  small  mimber  of  houses  mostly  of  recent 
construction,  ))ractically  all  the  houses  are  built  on  the 
court-yard  system-  where  a yard  common  to  a nund)er  of 
houses  su|)plies  the  air  spac('  where  one  water  tap  in  the* 
yai-d  is  the  only  water  supply,  and  where  one  closet  is  for 
the  common  use  of  two  or  more  houses. 

In  the  large'  majority  of  the  houses,  the  old  type  of 
“ settle,”  or  undrained  sink,  still  ('xists,  so  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  disabilities,  the.  people  have  not  reason- 
able facilities  for  disposal  of  slop  water.  Indeed,  there  is 
so  much  trouble  entailed  in  getting  water  into  the  liouse, 
and  afterwards  disposing  of  it,  as  slops,  that  I am  rather 
surpris('d  to  find  so  many  peojile  keejung  their  houses  and 
themselves  clean.  In  the  general  recommendations  at 
the  end  of  the  Report,  I have  discussed  the  remedy  for  the 
evils  arising  from  this  court-yard  system. 

T have,  confined  my  ]X'rsonal  inspection  of  the  houses 
on  this  ari'a  to  thc'Si'  court-yard  houses,  leaving  alone  such 
streets  as  ]Iigheth,  High  Rtn'et,  Heritend,  etc.,  as  the 
|)rop('rti('S  th('r('  do  not  S('em  to  nu'  to  recpiire  consideration 
in  this  Rejiort. 

d’o  ri'turn  to  tlu'  ty|)ical  court-yard  hous('.  It  is  the 
prevailing  type',  not  only  in  this  district,  but  in  tlie  central 
part  of  our  City  generally.  It  has  one.  living-room  and  a 
pantry  on  the  ground  floor;  one,  two,  three,  or  even  four 
Ix'drooins  above',  the  number  de'pe'uding  ein  the  area  of  the 
living-ineim  and  the  numbe'r  of  storeys.  In  a considerable 
numbe'r  of  heiuses  a ce'llar  is  formed  below  tbe  living-room, 
the'  floor  of  which  is  sipiporte'd  on  an  arch.  Most  of  these 
heiuse's  are  damji  from  one  or  more  of  the  following 
causes  : — 
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(1)  Want  of  a damp  course — few  houses  of  this  type 
were  provided  with  a damp  course. 

(2)  The  floor  of  tlie  living-room  Ixung  formed  of  til<‘s 

(“  quarries  ”)  laid  on  the  earth,  or  on  th('  arch  of 
a cellar,  the  stones  of  wliich  are  charged  to  tlu'ii' 
utmost  with  moisture. 

(3)  Defective  pointing,  roofing,  spouting,  or  brick- 
work making  the  outside  walls  dam]). 

(4)  Undrained  “ settles  ” (sinks). 

A house  with  damp  walls  and  floors  is,  I am  con- 
vinced, a cause  of  much  ill-health  among  a city  population. 
Often,  indeed,  the  damp  may  not  be  sufficient  to  make  the 
paper  fall  ofl'  the  walls ; hut  short  of  this  such  a house  is 
cold,  and  has  a moist  atmosphere  in  it.  Most  of  us  recog- 
nise this  condition  when  we  avoid  going  into  a new  house 
until  the  walls  and  plaster  have  dried. 

In  a considerable  number  of  cases  the  inner  surface 
of  the  walls  is  broken  and  defective,  allowing  of  lodgment 
of  dust,  and  preventing  proper  cleansing.  In  many  cases 
the  ceilings  are  broken  and  bulged,  and  the  woodwork  of 
the  windows,  doors,  floors,  a,nd  skirtings  is  broken,  rotten, 
or  generally  defective,  so  that  the  occupants  have  no 
inducement  to  keep  their  houses  clean  and  tidy,  as  they 
can  never  get  them  to  look  well. 

The  air  space  attached  to  these  court-yard  houses  is 
insufficient,  and  the  general  condition  of  gloom  and  dirt 
makes  life  far  from  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  couit-yaid 
itself  should  be  cleansed  twice  a week  oi  oftenei  by  the 
tenants ; but  what  is  everybody  s duty  is  nobody  s,  and, 
therefore,  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  is  seldom,  if  evei, 
cleansed  unless  the  landlord  pays  lor  its  regulai  cleaning. 


M 


]ii  many  of  tliesc  court-yards,  pan  closets  still  exist. 
'Phc  stench  from  theses,  even  when  the  pans  are  empty, 
l>(‘rvad('s  the  court-yard,  and  can  he  smelled  in  th(^  interior 
of  tlu^  hous(‘.  'riu'se  closets,  like  the  houses,  arc  of  the 
cheaiK'st  and  most  slim  construction.  They  are  constantly 
"(>ttin^^  out  of  r{'j)air.  They  arc,  like  the  yards,  used  hy 
moi'e,  than  oik',  house,  and  it  is  only  reasonahle  to  expect 
that  one  h'lumt  will  object  to  cleanse  away  filth  made  by 
a,nother. 

The  housin"  conditicms  are  distinctly  bad  in  a con- 
siderahle  proportion  of  the  houses,  hut  these  conditions 
are  no  worse  than  they  are  in  many  other  areas  in  tin* 
('ity.  1 liave  not  considei’ed  it  necessaiy  to  spc'cify  those 
houses,  which  should  be  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  for  it  does  not  appc'ar  that  the  evils 
which  exist  on  the  area  are  alone  due  to  bad  housing 
conditions. 

Porrrty  in  the  drea. 

d'he  condition  of  poverty  in  which  the  people  in  this 
area  liv(‘  has  imprc'ssial  nu'  mor»‘  than  any  other  h'ature. 
'Phe  tinu'  of  our  (uupnry  was  oiu'  of  trade  d('pi‘('ssion , and 
studi  a condition  falls  mor(‘  heavily  on  fbe  pooi’-elass  and 
in('l'li(dent  <-ra.ftsman  Ilian  on  tiu'  steady  and  el'liciimt 
workman.  .Vgain,  tlu'  arc'a.  is  occu]h('d  by  a.  large  number 
of  unskilled  labourers,  whose  average  wages  (in  Birming- 
ham), 1 am  informed,  varies  from  17s.  to  21s.  a week. 
Strei't-hawkers,  barrow-men,  and  pi'rsons  employed  in  a 
host  of  ways — all  mmo  or  less  with  joor  incomes  live  in 
this  area. 

We  thend’ori'  found  that  a very  large  number  of 
pi'i’sons  were,  from  their  own  statements,  in  poverty.  ]n 
addition,  however,  to  the  statements  given,  an  inspection 
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of  the  houses  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  that  great 
j)overty  did  exist,  (3vcn  if  one  accepted  the  statements  of 
the  people  with  suspicion. 

Ill  the  tollowing  tal)ular  statement,  1 have  attem[)ted 
to  codify  th('  infoiMiiatioii  given  us  as  to  the  total  earnings 
of  each  family.  Tlu^  statenumt  must  he  looked  at  as  being 
probal;»ly  inaccurate  to  the  extent  of  1t)  oi‘  even  15  per  cent. 
The  tendency  is  to  under-state  one's  income.  vVmong 
casual  labourers  it  is  dillicult  at  any  time  to  obtain  reliable 
information,  but  the  following  stati'inent  is  sufficiently 
accurate  to  indicate  the  extent  of  the  poverty. 

STATEIkinNT  -\s  TO  ToTAL  EaRNINGS  OF  HOUSEHOLDS 

Per  Week. 


No.  OF  l''.\MILIKS  KaUNINO 

o' 

*3 

X 

<v 

10/-  and  less 
than  15/- 

15  . ami  less  , 
than  17/- 

17/-  and  less 
than  19/- 

19/-  and  less 
than  21/- 

V. 

<D 

r—  OJ 

c s 

C3 

■ 

Tl 

•23/-  and  less 
than  25/- 

25/-  and  less 
than  30,'- 

Over  30/- 

'I'OTAI.. 

Class  1. 

Man,  wife,  and 
up  to  3 
children. 

36 

102 

101 

128 

156 

107 

103 

232 

199 

1,164 

Class  2 

Man,  wife,  and 

4 to  0 
children. 

2 

8 

9 

15 

39 

16 

18 

56 

105 

268 

Class  3. 

IMan,  wife,  and 
over 

6 children. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

8 

26 

38 

Widowers 
and  Widows, 
with  or  with- 
out families 
or  lodgers. 

68 

80 

21 

24 

23 

10 

13 

8 

4 

254 

IG 


It  is,  I think,  impossible  for  a man  living  in  the  centre 
of  the  City,  and  employed  as  a labourer  at  the  standard 
rate  of  wages,  to  keep  a wife  and  family  of  three  chikh’en 
without  being  in  poverty.  This,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  does  not  spend  anything  on  drink  or  tobacco,  or 
on  travelling  to  and  from  his  work.  His  only  chance  of 
getting  enough  for  house  rent,  clothing,  and  fuel  lies  in 
the  family  earnings  being  increased  by  his  wife’s 
('arnings,  or  by  the  earnings  of  a child,  or  by  taking  in 
lodgers.  The  necessity,  therefore,  exists  among  this 
large  class  for  the  wife  to  leave  her  young  children  to  go  to 
work,  and  of  the  children  being  put  to  work  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  If  anything  be  spent  on  drink,  actual 
poverty  is  at  once  evident. 

On  the  area  we  found  a large  number  of  skilled 
artisans  who  admitted  receiving  good  wages,  and  who  were 
apparently  living  in  conditions  of  poverty  from  drink, 
gambling,  or  other  unnecc'ssary  expenditure.  The  amount 
of  ill-health  to  which  pool’  living,  bad  housing,  and  inferior 
surroundings  give  rise  increases  the  poverty. 

Many  people  have  fallen  into  such  a condition  of 
poverty  as  to  be  unable  to  furnish  a house  of  their  own, 
and  have  to  go  into  lodgings  of  one  kind  or  another. 

On  the  area  there  are  twenty  common  lodging-houses, 
registered  for  G29  persons.  These  are  of  a bad  type,  and 
are  being  dealt  with  under  the  powers  contained  in  the 
Ihrmingham  Corporation  Act  of  1903. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  fifty-four  regis- 
tered houses  sub-let  in  lodgings,  having  accommodation 
for  297  persons.  These  are  occupied  by  the  most  depraved 
n.nd  dirty  of  the  population.  They,  however,  fulfil  a us('- 
ful  juirpose,  and,  if  further  powers  were  obtained  for 
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their  regulation,  they  form  a means  of  housing  the  vicious 
and  abandoned  people  who  are  a nuisance  to  their  neigh- 
bours and  a terror  to  landlords. 

At  the  time  of  our  visit,  689  lodgers  were  found,  but 
this  number  is  probably  less  than  the  true  one,  as  it  is 
most  difficult  to  get  these  people  to  admit  that  they  take 
in  lodgers. 

General  Conditions. 

The  area  is  in  the  centre  of  the  City,  and,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  Park  Street  Gardens,  there  is  no  park 
within  reasonable  distance  for  the  2 ,600  children  who  were 
found  on  the  area.  Park  Street  Gardens  appear  to  be 
much  appreciated,  hut  essentially  they  are  not  play- 
grounds where  healthy  games  can  be  played  in  an  open 
space. 

There  are  at  present  no  baths  within  easy  distance 
where  those  who  may  wish  to  do  so  can  have  a cleansing 
slipper  bath.  (Swimming  baths  are  not  necessary  for 
purely  health  purposes.) 

Drink  as  a Cause  of  Ill-health. 

In  addition,  however,  to  all  the  contributory  causes 
already  mentioned,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  drink, 
combined  with  ignorance  and  carelessness,  does  not  play 
as  important  a part — or  even  a more  important  part  than 
all  the  conditions  of  bad  housing,  smoky  atmosphere,  and 
poverty.  One  cannot  but  be  struck,  in  going  over  such 
an  area  in  the  evening,  with  the  number  of  public-houses, 
and  with  the  extent  to  which  they  are  used  as  clubs.  A 
large  number  of  men  and  w^omen  in  the  area  soak  them- 
selves with  drink  every  day,  thereby  ruining  their  con- 
stitutions, bringing  on  poverty,  and  indirectly  causing 
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most  uiiliealtliy  coiiditionG.  J^earirig  in  mind  such  condi- 
tions resulting  from  the  excessive  use  of  drink,  the  drink 
([iK'stion  has  a public  health  aspect  of  the  greatest  import- 
ances, and  ] haves  therefore  referred  to  it,  although  it  does 
ne)t  comes  within  those  lor  consieleration  bv  the  ITealth 
Committee. 

Ignorance  and  Carelessness  of  the  People. 

Ruch  an  area  as  this  is  the  resort  of  a large  number 
of  the  more  careless  and  ignorant  members  of  the  popula- 
tion. This  carelessness  and  ignorance  are  “catching,” 
with  a result  that  people  who  would  lead  clean  and  healthv 
lives  are  contaminated  by  living  in  proximity  to  these 
degenerates.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  much 
of  the  misery  in  the  area  arises  from  the  carelessness  and 
ignorance  of  the  tenants,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  say 
that  the  lu’operty  owner  alone  was  at  fault  in  regard  to 
the  condition  of  the  houses. 

Many  of  the  houses,  if  occupied  by  clean,  active 
persons,  would  have  an  entirely  different  appearance,  and 
would  be  much  more  healthful  than  they  are  at  tlie  present 
time. 

Nearly  c'Vt'ryoiK'  w ho  has  had  experience  of  such  areas 
must  be  imj)ressed  with  the  vicious  circle  which  exists. 
Bad  housing,  drink,  poverty — all  have  to  be  attacked  along 
the  broadest  lines,  and  with  a clear  idea  of  the  goal  to  be 
aimed  at. 


MEAN 
DBA THRA 
FOR  CITY. 
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IT. — The  Three  Unhealthy  Wards. 

Ry  .your  resolution,  1 am  also  asked  to  report  upon 
the  condition  of  St.  'Bartliolomew’s,  St.  Mary’s,  and  St. 
Stephen’s  Wards,  as  to  what  is  the  cause  of  the  high 
death-rates  in  these  wards,  and  I am  asked  to  make  any 
recommendations  with  a view  to  reducing  them.  Before 
setting  out  what  I feel  to  be  the  cause  of  the  high  death- 
rates,  I would  like  to  indicate  in  the  accompanying  table 
the  death-rate  in  each  ward  in  the  City  for  five  years, 
together  with  the  mean  rate  for  each  ward.  Here 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  death-rate  in  St.  Stephen’s 
averages  25.4  per  1,000,  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  26.0,  and 
in  St.  Mary’s  27.7.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  these 
wards  are  year  after  year  very  much  higher  as  regards 
death-rate  than  any  others  in  the  City. 

Ward  De.ath-rates  per  1,000. 


\vard.s 

1 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Mean  of 
five  years 

Rotton  Park  ... 

18‘2 

17’8 

16-1 

14-4 

13-9 

16T 

All  Saints’ 

17-6 

19-6 

17'5 

15-5 

15-7 

17-2 

Ladywood 

19-8 

19-2 

200 

17-3 

17-8 

18-8 

St.  Paul's  

22-0 

20-4 

22-6 

18-2 

19-2 

20-5 

St.  George’s 

23-8 

26-3 

23'2 

21-6 

20-8 

23T 

St.  Stephen’s  

26  6 

26  3 

266 

26-5 

210 

25-4 

St.  Mary’s 

307 

304 

297 

24-8 

231 

27  7 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

27-2 

27  7 

259 

24-6 

24-4 

260 

Market  Hall  ... 

18-8 

21-5 

17-4 

16-9 

16-3 

18-2 

St.  Thomas’  ... 

22-9 

20-9 

20  9 

20T 

18-7 

20-7 

St.  Martin’s  .. 

210 

21-9 

20-3 

20-3 

16-8 

20-1 

Edgbaston  and  Harborne 

13-8 

14-4 

13-1 

12-3 

12-1 

13-1 

Deritend  ...  ...  ... 

24  4 

260 

22-3 

20-3 

21-5 

22-9 

Bordesley  

15-5 

15-8 

15  4 

13-4 

13-3 

14-7 

Duddeston  

21-3 

23-4 

23-2 

21-3 

19-7 

21 '8 

Nechells 

22-5 

21-9 

22-6 

18-7 

16-9 

20-5 

Balsall  Heath 

17-5 

160 

150 

14-8 

13-5 

15-4 

Saltley  • 

18-3 

16-7 

17-6 

161 

15-7 

16  7 

In  the  accompanying  chart  are  shown  the  percentages 
above  and  below  the  mean  death-rate  for  the  City  foi  each 
ward  for  five  years.  Such  a chart  appeals  to  one  more 
forcibly  than  does  the  table, 
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The  conditions  which  have  been  described  as  existing 
in  the  Floodgato  Street  Area  occur  to  a greater  or  less 
extent  in  each  of  the  three  wards  in  question.  Some  of 
the  streets  in  these  wards  have  very  high  death-rates ; 
others  have  comparatively  low  death-rates ; but  when  the 
good  and  the  bad  arc  taken  together,  the  bad  so  largely  pre- 
ponderates that  the  death-rate  is  high.  If  one  examines 
these  death-rates  more  closely,  one  gets  evidence  from 
the  causes  of  mortality  that  the  conditions  which  operate 
in  producing  a high  death-rate  in  these  wards  are  very 
similar  to  those  in  the  smaller  Floodgate  Street  Area. 


Mortality  Bates  per  1,000  from  Certain  Causes  in 
St.  Mary’s,  St.  Stephen’s,  and  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Wards  ; Together  with  those  for  the 
Eematnder  of  the  City,  and  for  All  Saints’ 
Ward. 


Causes  of  Deatli. 

Saint 

Mary's 

Ward. 

Saint 

Stenlien’s 

Ward. 

Saint 

Bartliolo- 

niew's 

Ward. 

Rest 

of 

City. 

All 

Saints’ 

Ward. 

Whooping  Cough 

•72 

82 

■42 

•37 

•43 

Measles... 

•62 

•87 

•62 

•34 

•36 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•32 

■18 

•38 

•27 

•27 

Diphtheria 

■18 

•22 

•23 

•18 

•13 

Typhoid  Fever 

•43 

•38 

•28 

•20 

•20 

Diarrhoea 

1-48 

2-62 

2-19 

1-10 

•96 

Enteritis 

1-76 

-98 

90 

•47 

•44 

Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular 

2-85 

2-34 

2-60 

1-48 

1-31 

Diseases 
Cirrhosis  and  Alcohol- 

60 

•44 

40 

•49 

•52 

ism 

•55 

•21 

•39 

•24 

•19 

Premature  Birth 

•48 

•82 

•83 

•68 

•72 

Debility  & ^larasmus 
Bronchitis,  Pneumonia 

1-62 

1-90 

1-74 

1-14 

•96 

and  Pleurisy 

5-56 

5 57 

• 6 12 

3-39 

3 04 

Accidents  

•80 

•75 

•72 

•53 

•41 

All  Causes  

26-98 

2.V34 

26-08 

18-50 

16-65 

The  total  population  for  the  three  wards  was,  for 
1903,  66,588  persons,  and  the  area  666  acres. 
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This  represents  about  one-eighth  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  City,  and  one-nineteenth  part  of  its  area. 

If  a mortality  rate  of  15  ])er  1,000  he  taken  as  one 
reasonably  possible  in  a working-class  population,  then  the 
death-rates  which  occur  in  the  above  three  wards  indicate 
that  over  700  lives  are  lost  annually  as  a result  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  people  live.  This  gives  a 
rough  indication  of  the  magnitude  of  the  question  which 
has,  sooner  or  later,  to  be  dealt  with. 

III. — Causes  of  the  Unhealthy  Conditions. 

The  causes  which  have  produced  this  state  of  affairs 
in  the  central  slum  district  of  Birmingham  are  not  diffi- 
cult to  define.  They  are  common  to  a large  number  of 
towns,  though  perhaps  not  to  the  extent  found  in  Bir- 
mingham. Nearly  all  of  them  arise  from  the  fact  that 
within  the  past  century  large  cities  have  grown  up  with 
mushroom-like  rapidity.  No  one  could  have  predicted  the 
direction  or  extent  of  their  growth,  and  probably  none  of 
our  ancestoi’s  foresaw  the  conditions  which  were  going  to 

arise. 

Several  local  circumstances  have  tended  to  make  the 
gcmeral  conditions  bad  in  the  City. 

In  its  physical  features,  the  district  has  not  lent  itself 
to  the  provision  of  large  parks  and  open  spaces.  Again, 
the  physical  and  local  conditions  have  tended  to  prevent 
the  development  of  wide  main  arteries,  for  swift  traffic, 
and  for  channels  of  air  supply  inwards. 

Another  old  local  custom  which  has  done  great  harm 
is  that  of  building  houses  on  the  court-yard  system  on  land 
leased  for  what  must  be  considered  a short  term  of  years— 
a term  so  short  that  the  slimly-built  back-to-back  houses 
were  built  to  last  no  longer  than  the  lease. 
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By  the  above  conditions,  people  have  been  crowded 
together  and  encircled  with  the  ever-incn'asing  ring  of  the 
so-called  City  suburbs.  To  compensate  for  the  absence  of 
natural  advantages,  artificial  conditions  have  grown  uj), 
which  in  many  respects  are  most  pernicious. 

lY. — Iaemedies  for  I’HE  Fnhe.vlthy  Conditions. 

These,  for  the  sake  of  conciseness,  may  be  divided 
into  the  following  headings  : — 

(1)  Regulating  the  Spread  of  Population. 

(2)  The  Housing  Question. 

(3)  The  Drink  Question. 

(4)  Miscellaneous  Questions. 

Regulating  the  Spread  of  Population. 

I feel  strongly  that  the  Municipality  must  in  the 
immediate  future  take  steps  to  reduce  the  crowding  of 
court-yard  houses  in  the  centre  of  the  City,  and  at  the 
same  time  direct  the  development  of  the  City  outwards, 
so  as  to  prevent  a n'currencc  of  the  conditions  already 
existing.  Wide  and  sti’aight  main  thoroughfares  are  rc- 
(juired  to  carry  the  workers  outwards,  and  spread  them 
over  greater  areas.  Unless  the  means  of  transit  are  rapid 
and  cheap,  it  is  ju'chable  they  will  not  be  of  much  value. 
In  this  res))ect,  T doubt  whether  it  is  possible  to  use  our 
('xisting  tram  routes  as  main  lines  of  traffic  on  account  of 
their  narrowness  and  the  number  of  cross  streets,  unless 
costly  widen! ngs  art'  effected,  as  rapid  traffic  in  them  is  at 
present  dangerous. 

A special  difficulty  is  nu't  with  in  Birmingham  in  the 
fact  that  the  total  area  of  the  City  does  not  allow  of  much 
scope  for  development  of  land  in  the  outskirts  unless  our 
neighbours  in  adjoining  districts  co-operate, 
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Several  schemes  have  been  devised  to  bring  available 
land  into  the  market  at  a price  suitable  for  dwellings  for 
the  artisan  classes,  who  form  from  80  to  90  per  cent,  of 
our  population.  One  of  these  which  has  becm  vigomusly 
promoted  is  the  English  suggestion  of  Taxation  of  Land 
Values,  while  another  is  the  German  scheme  of  Municipal 
control  of  building  land  in  the  suburbs.  In  respect  of 
both  of  these  schemes,  1 do  not  feel  called  upon  to  express 
an  opinion,  nor  do  I possess  the  necessary  information. 
The  German  scheme  is  in  operation,  and  is  said  to  work 
well  in  the  direction  of  stimulating  the  building  by  private 
enterprise  of  houses  of  the  proper  description,  and  with 
the  proper  amount  of  space  for  playgrounds,  open  spaces, 
main  arteries,  institutions,  etc.,  etc.  I feel,  however, 
that  a scheme  which  is  now  possible  in  Germany  may  be 
entirely  out  of  the  question  in  England. 

I believe,  then,  that  the  first  step  which  requires  to 
be  taken  in  Birmingham  is  to  make  it  possible  for  the 
working  classes  to  spread  themselves  over  a much  wider 
area  than  they  can  do  at  present.  At  the  same  time,  the 
conditions  of  spread  require  to  be  carefully  controlled, 
having  regard  to  the  future  extension  of  our  city.  1 am 
aware  that  the  problem  is  fraught  with  many  difficulties, 
so  much  so  that  I do  not  think  any  municipality  has  as  yet 
dared  to  grapple  with  it  on  adequate  lines.  At  the  sanu' 
time,  I feel  strongly  that  it  comes  within  the  scope  of  the 
duties  of  the  local  authority,  with  a view  to  providing  for 
the  great  mass  of  the  town  population  houses  reasonably 
“healthy”  in  themselves,  and  with  surroundings  com- 
patible with  decent  living. 

The  Housing  Question. 

I do  not  think  that  our  court-yard  house  with  all  its 
surrounding  conditions  will  ever  be  found  to  satisfy  the 
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reasonable  requirements  of  a liealthy  population.  These 
court-yard  houses  are  the  places  where  dirty  habits  are 
learned,  where  modesty  is  lost,  and  where  even  decency,  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  is  only  obtained  at  a sacrifice. 
The  dirty  and  the  careless  tenant  generally  sets  the  stan- 
dard for  all  the  others  in  the  court-yard.  The  yard,  water 
supply,  drainage,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse 
removal  system,  are  all  common,  and  therefore  all  regu- 
lated by  the  dirtiest  and  most  careless  in  the  yard. 

1 feel  strongl}^  that  only  self-contained  houses,  with 
separate  water  supply,  closet,  etc.,  should  be  allowed. 

As  it  is  impracticable  to  substitute  such  houses  for  the 
30,000  or  40,000  court-yard  houses  already  existing,  I 
suggest  that  the  evils  be  minimised  as  much  as  possible 
by  extension  of  the  work  of  the  Housing  Committee,  who 
at  present 

(1)  Get  the  court-yard  opened  out  to  the  street  so  as 

to  admit  of  air  and  light,  and  allow  of  a certain 
amount  of  supervision  from  the  street ; 

(2)  Get  the  houses  made  dry  and  capable  of  being 
kept  clean  ; 

(3)  Get  all  the  filth  which  accumulates  under  floors, 
skirting  boards,  etc.,  removed  and  destroyed  ; 

(4)  Get  the  filthy  and  degrading  pan  system  done 
away  with,  and  ash-bins  provided  for  dry  refuse. 

I think  that  a real  advance  is  now  possible  in  pro- 
viding every  such  house  with  its  own  water  supply  on  the 
sink.  In  former  days  there  may  have  been  some  neces- 
sity for  holding  back  in  this  respect  on  account  of  the 
limitation  of  our  supply,  but  I think  now  the  time  has 
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come  for  the  supply  to  he  put  into  each  house.  This 
means  also  that  a gully  will  have  to  be  provided  for  every 
house,  or  every  two  houses,  and  this,  too,  is  equally  neces- 
sary, so  as  to  limit  the  common  use  of  one  gully  by  all  the 
people  in  the  court-yard.  (At  present  this  is  fi’equently  a 
cause  of  trouble  and  nuisance.) 

It  is  obvious  that  the  housiug  question,  so  far  as  the 
central  area  is  concerned,  is  internally  bound  up  with  the 
question  of  spreading  the  population,  and  regulating  its 
spread,  by  cheap  means  of  transit.  If  the  latter  is  not 
developed  sufficiently,  the  pressure  in  the  central  areas  will 
not  be  relieved,  and,  as  a result,  we  shall  still  have  a large 
number  of  well-paid  artisans  remaining  in  these  court-yard 
houses  because  of  their  cheapness,  and  because  they  are 
unable  to  get  suburban  houses.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
means  of  spread  are  successful,  I feel  that  gradually  these 
court-yard  houses — most  of  which  are  at  present  old  and 
with  short  leases — will  be  replaced  by  business  premises  or 
rebuilt  as  self-contained  houses  or  flats. 

In  any  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  the  spreading 
of  the  artisan  population  over  a wider  area,  it  is  essential 
that  attention  be  paid  to  the  [n-oper  provision  of  (1)  open 
spaces  for  recreation,  and  (2)  houses  at  rentals  within  the 
means  of  the  people,  h'or  this  latter  ])urpose  it  may  even 
be  necessary,  in  the  case  of  low-rented  houses  where  suffl- 
cient  guarantee  is  forthcoming  as  to  rental,  that  building 
bye-laws  be  relaxed,  although  I hope  this  may  not  be 
necessary. 

The  Drink  Question. 

On  the  Floodgate  Street  Area,  and  in  the  Wards,  the 
damage  to  health  from  constant  “soaking”  with  beer 
assumes  a public  health  aspect,  and,  although  the 
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subject  cannot  be  dealt  with  directly  by  the  sanitary 
authority.  I would  suggest  that  a representation  be  made 
to  the  j^roper  authority  urging  that  the  facilities  for 
“ soaking  ” in  public-houses  be  limited.  There  would 
a|)|)(‘ar  to  be  more  than  one  method  of  attacking  the 
problem,  but  at  present  the  inducements  olVcred  at  the 
corner  of  eveiy  few  court-yards  are  such  as  to  he  a n^al 
danger  to  the  public  health.  If  wo  can  by  any  means 
remove  this  ahuse  of  drink,  a great  step  in  the  direction  of 
cleanliness  and  l)ettcr  health  will  he  made. 

M I SCELL.VN  EO  U S Q U E S'J’I  ( ) .\'  S . 

(a)  Lodging-Houses. 

As  regards  our  common  lodging-houses  for  tramps  and 
others,  I helieve  the  powers  we  have  recently  ol)tained  will 
enable  us  to  close  many  of  the  existing  unsuitable  houses 
and  to  get  the  remaining  houses  greatly  improved. 

(b)  Houses  Sub-let  in  Lodgings. 

These  are  at  present  in  a bad  condition,  and  it  is 
improbable  that  our  existing  powers  are  sufficient  for 
their  regulation.  A large  development  of  the  system  has 
taken  place  in  recent  years,  and  I suggest  that  further 
powei's  be  obtained  for  dealing  with  this  most  objection- 
able, though  p('rhaps  necu'ssary,  ty)>e  of  house. 

(e)  Filthy  cnid  \' rrininoiis  Tenants. 

] thiid<  als(j  that  fiu'thc'r  power  is  required  to  enable 
us  to  deal  with  timants  who,  after  due  notice,  continue  to 
keep  their  houses,  yards,  and  closets  in  a filthy  condition. 
]n  the  case  of  our  common  court-yards  and  closets,  some 
))rovisions  similar  to  thos('  in  use  for  common  stairs  in 
flats  are  iwpiirc'd.  .Additional  j>ower  is  required  to  punish 
those  who  send  their  children  to  school  in  a.  filthy  and 
verminous  condition. 
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The  health  of  many  children  is  imperilled  by  the 
filthy  condition  of  the  clothes  they  are  sent  out  in.  In 
many  cases  quite  unnecessary  danger  is  occasioned  by  the 
verminous  and  ulcerated  condition  of  their  heads. 

(d)  TJie  Pan  System. 

Rapid  progress  should  be  made  in  the  abolition  of  this 
filthy  and  expensive  system  by  the  substitution  of 
properly-constructed  water-closets.  Many  of  the  recently- 
converted  water-closets  in  the  three  wards  are  badly 
arranged,  ill-constructed,  and  kept  in  a filthy  and  disgust- 
ing condition.  In  the  case  of  the  larger  common  court- 
yards, I believe  it  is  necessary  for  decency  that  a urinal 
should  be  provided,  and  that  the  custom  of  building  the 
closets  off  a narrow  passage  should  bo  discontinued,  as  it 
is  liable  to  give  rise  to  more  objectionable  features  than 
those  it  is  designed  to  avoid. 

(e)  Water  Supply. 

Steps  should  be  at  once  taken  to  provide  the  court- 
yard houses  with  a water  supply  on  the  sink.  All  old 
settles  should  be  abolished,  aruT proper  means  of  drainage 
provided. 

if)  Bath  Houses. 

In  the  report  on  Infant  Mortality  which  I presented, 
I mentioned  the  necessity  for  small  bath  houses  in  the 
poorer-class  districts  of  the  City  where  a hot  bath  could 
be  obtained  for  a penny.  I think  that  such  baths  should 
be  provided  in  two  or  three  localities  to  begin  with,  and, 
if  their  value  can  be  proved,  an  extension  of  such  facilities 
for  cleanliness  could  then  be  provided  in  other  districts  in 
the  City.  The  essential  feature  in  the  erection  of  such  bath- 
houses should  be  their  proximity  to  the  houses  they  are 
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iiitc'nded  to  supply,  and  the  limitation  of  their  cost  to  bare 
essentials,  so  that  cleanliness  may  be  cheain 

(g)  Parks  and  Recreation  Grounds. 

The  area  and  the  wards  are  not  supplied  with  ground 
where  the  children  and  young  people  can  have  reasonable 
exercise,  and  in  this  respect  much  harm  is  being  done. 
The  question,  however,  seems  to  be  one  of  moving  the 
people  to  healthy  districts  where  such  exercise  can  be 
readily  obtained,  rather  than  acquiring  such  playgrounds 
for  them,  at  enormous  cost,  near  their  present  homes. 

Other  Agencies  at  Work. 

No  one  can  have  made  a careful  inspection  of  the 
Floodgate  Street  Area  without  being  impressed  with  the 
number  of  agencies,  religious  and  social,  which  are  being 
carried  on  for  the  betterment  of  the  people.  Indeed,  one 
would  point  to  these  as  one  of  the  bright  features  in  the 
area.  It  indicates  that  in  our  City,  at  least,  there  are 
many  who  do  not  recognise  that  class  distinction  which 
does  such  infinite  harm  in  raising  bitter  and  unbind  feel- 
ing among  those  fellow-creatures  who,  by  birth  or  weak- 
ness, are  unfortunate  and  unhappy.  Without  such 
agencies,  the  rising  generation  in  this  area  would  not  know 
in  many  cases  that  life  has  its  better  side. 

The  questions  raised  as  a result  of  my  inspection  of 
the  Floodgate  Street  Area  and  of  the  three  wards  have 
been  dealt  wdth  on  general  lines,  as  I feel  certain  that  it 
is  on  these  or  similar  ones  that  the  best  results  will  eventu- 
ally be  obtained.  It  is  most  obvious  that  these  questions 
are  among  the  most  difficult  of  those  presenting  them- 
selves to  a municipality. 
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1 can  conceive  that,  in  regard  to  some  of  them,  much 
divergence  of  opinion  will  be  expressed,  and  possibly  also 
better  methods  of  attaining  the  same  object  may  result 
from  their  consideration ; but  the  problems  remain  the 
same. 

In  regard  to  the  general  questions  relating  to  court- 
yards, water  supply,  closets,  general  cleanliness,  etc.,  there 
appears  to  me  to  be  less  room  for  discussion,  and  therefore 
greater  possibility  of  immediate  action.  While  this  is  so, 
I hope  that  the  magnitude  and  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
the  larger  question  of  eventually  providing  better  housing 
conditions  for  the  artisans  will  not  prevent  effective  action 
being  commenced. 

For  the  sake  of  brevity,  1 have  purposely  avoided 
going  into  details  in  the  above  recommendations,  as  these 
can  l)e  easily  filled  in  alter  the  general  questions  are  dealt 
with. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 


JOHN  EOBEKTSON. 
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